
PART 2

Sergeant W.K. CUNNINGHAM, Royal Marines
HMSTERROR.

Memorandum Book1

15th June1839 Embarked with 1 Cpl & 5 Privates onboard H.M.Ship Terror and Hulked2 onboard the
"Tartar". On the
27th TheShip cameout of Dock wasmastedandhauledalongsidetheHulk, on28th commencedfitting.From
the15th of Juneto the9th of September wasemployed in fittingShip anddroppeddown toGillinghamwhere
weremained until theforenoon of the25th of September when wewerepaid AdvanceWages3 and Sailed in
Company with theErebusandbrought up theSameEveningcloseto theBouy of theMouse. On the26th got
under weighandmadePanson4 Hole. On theMorningof the27th got under weighabout 10 AM andbrought
up off Margate5 thesamenight. On theMorning of the28th got under weigh and Anchored closer in Shore.

[2]Sunday 29th Sighted Anchor.
Monday 30th 2 pt 6 PM - Weighedanchor andStood through theDownsErebusinCompany; sent thePilot

on Shoreat Deal6.
Tuesday Oct 1st Wind fair Erebus in company.
Wednesday 2nd Land Wind.
Thursday 3rd Off theIsleof Wight.
Friday 4th Off Start Point7 inStanding inwithafreshBreezethewindheadedustonear theShoreTacked

Ship with head Sea. 8 PM. parted compy with Erebus. Thewind freshened to galewith heavy rain.
Saturday 5th Strong head Sea; Saw nothing of theErebus 8 AM WoreShip and Stood in for theShore.
Sunday 6th Fine.
Monday 7th Squally in theMorningWatchStruck 2 porpoisesthesefish. Cleaned& fryedmakea[3] very

palatablemeal.
Tuesday 8th Unbent Cables8.
Wednesday 9th Calm.
Thursday 10th Thewind freshened by degrees to almost agaletheShip laboured & pitched very heavily.

 
1 Sergeant Cunningham’sMemorandum Book startswith the following notes, which do not form part of thenarrative.
‘Thos Farr run from Ship on Thenight of the14th Sepr 1840-
‘Wm Beautyman run from Dock Yard on theAfternoon of The15th of September 1840.
‘23rd Sept- left cocoa& Sugar behind.
‘7th Octr- 1840 Wm Beautyman & Thos Farr brought onboard in custody of civil Provost - 1st Novr Farr forgiven
‘16th Oct- Wm Beautyman Swim onshore.’

2 HMSTartar (42) isshown in theNavy List, Dec, 1839, asbeing at Woolwich.

3 Ross, Voyage, I, p. 2. ‘On themorningof the25th Captain Superintendent Clavell andthepay clerkscameonboard,and
paid thecrewsthreemonths' advance, in addition to thewages then dueto them...’

4 Probably Pan Sand Hole, 51°27.5'N, 1°10.5'E.

5 Latitude51°23'N, Longitude1°23'E.

6 Latitude51°13'N, Longitude1°24'E.

7 Latitude50°18'N, Longitude4°01'W.

8 Thecablesweredetached from theanchor and stowedbelow duringaseapassageandtheanchor washauled in astight
as possible to the ship’ s side and cat-head. On approaching land the cables would bebrought up and secured to theanchor again,
ready for letting go.
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Struck Royal Mast & Yard furled Mainsail & Main top Sail and Set Storm Stay Sails. In getting in the

flying Boom three Seamen viz Wm Smith Wm Abernethy and Henry Barnes nearly lost thier lives in
consequence of the violent manner in which she pitched. She actualy pitched flying Boom men and all
completely under water.

Friday 11th Fresh Breezes & Squally with heavy Rain thewind NW Steering SW.
12th Saturday 6 AM madeCapeSt Vincent1 coast of Spain theShip madeagreat deal of LeeWay.Tacked

& Stood to theeastward.
13th Sunday Fresh Breezes with Rain.
[4] 14th Monday Fresh Breezes with rain. 8 AM heavy Squall with rain taken aback.
15th Tuesday Light Wind from E.N.E. MadeSail heavy Swell.
16th Wednesday Light Wind, and fine3 PM Saw atwoDeck Ship Supposed tobetheTalavera2 fromthe

Mediterranean.
17th Thursday Very fine.
18th Friday Head wind freshened to agalewith heavy rain 8 PM. Calm with Lightening & heavy rain.
19th Saturday Heavy galefrom N.E.
20th Sunday Fair Wind; fresh breezes rolling very heavy.
21st Monday Fine; Wind fair.
22nd Tuesday Fine; Wind fair; bent cables. 7 P.M. Thereappeared to theNorthWest adeep crimsonSKy,

such as I never beforeSeen. Theweather appearedevery way Settled. It wasSupposed tobeadisplay of the
Northern Lights.

[5] 23rd Wednesday Weather fine. At 6 AM madetherock of PortoSantoabarren rock near Madieraone
of theMadieras.

24th Thursday Fine; 8 AM Anchored in funchal Roads Madeira3. Found theErebus at Anchor - and all
onboardWell. TheTownof MadeiraliesinaSmall Bay on theSideof aHill, backedby loftyMountainsand
has the appearance of a very healthy and fruitful Island. It abounds with fruit of descriptions. Grapes and
oranges particulary.

25th & 26th Fine& hot.
27th Sunday Fine & very hot - Several of the Erebus’s Ships Compy came on board to see ther

acquaintances.
28th Monday Hot, but pleasant.
29th Tuesday Hot. Caught Several fish. Salutesfired fromtheBattery onShoretheQueensConsorts4 Birth

Day.
30th Wednesday Fresh breezes with rain.
[6] 31st Thursday Fresh breezeswith heavy rain. At 1 PM. Weighed anchor with Erebusand Steered S.b

W.
Friday Novr 1st Freshbreezes& hazy. TheErebusinCompy. 1 PM. Soundedandbrought Water upin300

& 60 fathoms to try its temperature5.
2nd Saturday Fresh breezes & hazy. ½ 6 AM Saw thepeak of Teneriffe6 40 Miles distant.

 
1 Latitude37°01'N, Longitude9°00'W.

2 Captain William B. Mends. NavyList, 1839. HMSThunderer wasrenamedTalavera 23.7.1817: 74 gun 3rdrate,burnt
by accident at Plymouth 27.9.1840. Colledge, Ships.

3 Latitude32°38'N, Longitude16°54'W.

4 FrancisAlbert AugustusCharlesEmmanuel of Saxe-CoburgandGotha(1819–61), thesecondson of Ernest I, Dukeof
Saxe-CoburgandLouise, heiressof Augustus, Dukeof Saxe-Gotha-Altenburg. Hefirst met PrincessVictoriain 1836 andwhenthey
weremarried on 20 February 1840 (after shecameto the throne), hebecamePrinceConsort of England.

5 Rosscarriedsix maximum-minimum unprotected thermometersfor measuring theseawater temperature.Thepressureof
water at depth compresses the thermometer forcing themercury up so that no temperatureof lessthan 39.5ðEFwasrecorded. Rice,
British Oceanographic, p. 66.

6 Pico del Teide, Latitude28°16'N, Longitude16°38'W, 3717m high.
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3rd Sunday Light Winds& Variable. Laid tooof theTownof SantaCruise1 on theIslandof Teneriffe.The

Town lyes about WbN. Bomb Boats camealongsidewith fruit Eggs & Bread and fresh Beef.
4th Monday Light Winds and hot, laying off SantaCruze. 9 AM hoisted in onelivecow. ½ past 5 Made

Sail bid farewell to Teneriffe. Erebus in Compy.
5th Tuesday Light Winds & fair very hot.
6th Wednesday Light Winds fair.
7th Thursday Light Winds & fair. A boat camefrom Erebus for aman [7] to Kill aBullock.
8th Friday  Light Winds& fair. 9 AM aBoat cameErebuswith freshBeef 1 PM. Soundedandbrought up

Water at 400 fathoms.
9th Saturday Light & fair 6 PM Killed theCow.
10th Sunday Fine. Wind fair lowered aboat & sent fresh Beef to theErebus. Struck 2 porpoisesLost 1 in

endeavouring to get it in. Am happy to say Divine Service was performed for the first time; it gave me
pleasure to our littleGroup sitting on Capstan Bars & Buckets on theQuarter Deck listening to our good
Captain reading theWord of God2.

11th Monday Fine, Wind fair.
12th Tuesday Fine, Wind fair. Saw Land to theS-W ½ pt 9 hauled up burned two blue lights aSignal to

Erebus.
13th Wednesday FineWind fair. 6 AM. Saw Landahead. A great Quantity of fish round theShip. Closed

in with theIsland of St Iago3. Calm with Cats Paws [8].
14th Thursday Light winds, 8 AM. fresh breezeahead. ½ 12 PM anchored at St Iago: Set up Rigging.
15th Friday FineWeather; peopleemployed fitting Ship.
16th Saturday Weather fine.
TheIslandof St Iago isbuilt onalevel pieceof GroundSomedistanceabovetheSea, andhasavery Wild

appearancefrom theanchorage.
Thehouses or rathers huts are low & build of Stone(crammed oneupon another). Ground for thefloor,

thatchedwithCocoaNut Strawsor leaves. Most of thehouseshavebut onefloor andnoWindowsandbeing
built E & W to gain theadvantageof theSun which throws itsScorching rayson theDry & Sandy Soil and
burns every thing up that near them and also to derive theadvantageof fresh breezes throughout theDay
which blows in onedirection from Sun risetill Sun Set.

TheInhabitantsaremostly colored [9] andareor havebeenSlaves. ThereisBritishandAmericanConsul:
thereisbut but few Oxenand they arenot in thebest of Condition. Thereisquantity of Goats, Pigs& fowls.
Turkeys especially are in abundance. Good Wineoneshilling pr BottlePorter two shillings. Bread is very
scarce, Oranges 120 for aShilling CocoaNuts arenot worth notice. Panarnos & Plantains thereareplenty
also crusad Root which aSubstitute for Potatoes.

17th Sunday Finebut very hot, Thermometer being at 90. Several of theErebus's crew cameonboard.
18th Monday Finevery hot.
19th Tuesday Finevery hot. Capn Rosscameonboardandhad theShip Swung4, to try thevariationof the

Compass5.
20th Wednesday WeighedAnchor at ½8 AM Erebusincompy. [10] MadeSail withafreshtradeWindfor

theRock of6

 
1 Latitude28°29'N, Longitude16°14'W.

2 Crozier’ sfamily hadbeen Presbyterian, but had joinedtheChurch of Ireland in the1790sasaresult of theemergenceof
theSociety of United Irishmen, arevolutionary organisation aimedat theoverthrow of British rulein Ireland. Smith,CaptainFrancis
Crozier, pp. 9–10.

3 Latitude15°05'N, Longitude23°38'W.

4 SeeAppendix 10.

5 Theshipshad been swung in MargateRoad beforesailing. RossVoyage, I. p. 2. SeeAppendix 10.

6 Left blank in original. St Paul: seebelow.



41
21st Thursday Fine. Several flying [fish] flew onboard.
22nd Friday Fine.
23rd Saturday Fine. Lowered thecutter down and got fresh Beef. Saw aSmall Whale.
24th Sunday Lost TheTradeWind after carrying it 33 Days: Squall with rain.
25th Monday Light Wind with light Squals of Rain.
26th Tuesday Rain. In thevariables: Theclouds very low and continued rain.
27th Wednesday Continual rain and calm.
28th Thursday Light air with heavy rain.
29th Friday Fresh Breeze from the N.E. and clear SKy: the rain ceased and gave us chance to get our

clothes Dry what was much Wanted.
Saturday 30th FineN-Easterly Wind.

December 1839
 [11]1st Sunday 7 AM saw the Rocks of St Pauls1 on the larboard Bow; hauled to the Wind and worked
towards them. DivineService.

2nd Monday Fine. Being to windward of theRocks boredown to Leeward. TheCapn and Several of the
Officerswent onshoreto takethier necessary observations, and returnedat Dusk withSeveral Specimensof
theIslandRocks; alsoanumber of Birdsof variousdescriptionsbut Particularly Boobies.Therealsoappears
tobeagreat quantity of Fish. TheBoatsCrew brought agreat many onboardwith them& amongst therest a
young Shark.

St Pauls Rocks lies about 50 miles to the Northward of the Equinoctial Line and is about one mile in
circumference. The Rocks are not very high and is supposed to be theeffects of volcanic erruptions. [12]
Immediately on the Captain coming onboard made Sail for the Island of Trinidad in theSouthern Ocean,
steeringS.W.b.S. closehauledon theLarboardTack. At 8 PM beingnear theEquinoctial Line,NeptuneSent
hisSecretary onboard toenquirewhowewereandwherefromalso to reminduswewerewithin thelimitsof
his dominions, and that he would wait upon us the next morning at 9 oClock, to Shave and initiate the
"Greenhorns" after which hewent away in his firey Chariot.

3rd Tuesday Fine. At 9 AM Neptuneand his diabolical looking confederates madethier appearanceand
immediately commenced Shaving.

I had thegood fortuneto bethethird that was called (and I had taken theprecaution to haveno thing on
that could bespoiled. Which I Knowd they would, having had a former experiment crossing theTropic of
Cancer). I nosooner mademy appearance[13] than I wasseisedby twoof NeptunesConstablesandescorted
to theSceneof Action. TheBarbers Clerk instantly placed aplaster of Grease& filth across my Eyes and
faceand awet Swab acrossmy Shoulder. I wasSat downon theBarberschair andunderwent theprocessof
Shavingby being latheredwithapaint Brush - andLather composedof all manner of Nuisancethat couldbe
collected in aShip (not excepting Soil). ThefireEnginewasplaying on theback of my neck thewholetime
with itsutmost force. After being well scraped with apieceof an Iron hoop I wastumbledbackwardsintoa
Sailfull of water which was placed on purposeand had agood Sousing handled by two Bears, after which I
havethepleasureof Seeing nearly 30 othersgo through aSimilar process. TheShavingclosedat ½past 10
AM and everything went off well: [14] washed Decks, up wet clothes. At 12 oCk Spliced theMain brace.
After Dinner turned thehands up to dance& Skylark2: at 8 PM

 
1 São Pedro eSão Paulo, Latitude00°56'N, Longitude29°20'W.

2 Theterm danceand skylark meansto makemerry. Seealso Glossary SKYLARK.
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Fig. 8. Chart of St. Pauls Rocks, from Ross, Voyage, I. f.p. 17.
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Saw thefirey Car leaving theErebuswhich passed closeunder our Stern and then sank to blazeno more.

At 10 PM crossed theEquinoctial Line.
4th Wednesday Fine. Saw theErebus’s Shaving.
5th Thursday Fine.
6th Friday Fine. Fresh Beef from Erebus.
7th Saturday Fine.
8th Sunday Fine. DivineService.
9th Monday Fine. Seen aNo of fish.
10th Tuesday Fresh Breezes.
11th Wednesday Fine.
12th Thursday Fresh Breezes.
13th Friday Light Squals with rain.
14th Saturday Fresh Breezes.
15th Sunday Lt Squalls with Rain. DivineService.
16th Monday Fresh Breezes.
17th Tuesday ½3 AM Saw the[15] Islandof Trinidad1. At 8. A.M the Captainandother Officerswent on

Shore, tomakewhat observationswasthought necessary2, and returned totheShip intheAffternoonbringing
with themafew Specimensof theRocks. This island isuninhabitedandpresentsavery romanticappearance,
it looks exactly as if it was thrown up owt of the Sea by piecemeal: there is one portion of it Stands
perpendicular andnot unlikeaMonument3. TheIsland isBarrenandappearsof very rottenSubstance.½past
7 PM madeSail for St Helena.

18th Wednesday Fine.
19th Thursday Light Squalls with Rain.
20th Friday TheSearight over our heads.
21st Saturday Light Squalls.
22nd Sunday Put theShip about. DivineService. At 2 PM 26-52 South 26-10W.
[16]23rd Monday Fine.
24th Tuesday Fine.
25th Wednesday Fine. ChristmasDay wehadpreservedMeat4 & vegetablesissuedextra: SplicedtheMain

brace. TheCaptain had all theofficers to Dinewith himandevery thingwent very pleasantly Consideringa
Ship at Sea. I forgot to mention DivineService.

26th Thursday Very fine& hot.
27th Tuesday Fine.
28th Saturday Fine Light Breezes. On the afternoon of this Day there was a vast quantity of Dolphins

around theShip, but they weretoo wary to becaught.
29th Sunday Light breezes and Squally. DivineService. Making littleprogress.
30th Monday Weather fineStill making littleor no progress.
31st Tuesday TheLast day of [17] 1839: New Years Eve, theDay throughout was particularly fine.

 
1 IlhadaTrindade, Latitude20°30'S, Longitude29°20'W.

2 The magnetic observations were utterly valueless. The dipping needle placed just sufficiently far apart so as not to
influence each other were 3° different and the variation observations were equally unsatisfactory caused by the local disturbing
magnetic influencedueto thevolcanic natureof the islands. RossVoyage, I. pp. 22–3.

3 RossVoyage, I. p. 23.‘ ... theNinePin Rock, at thenorth-western part of theisland. Thislatter projected to theheight of
eight hundred and fifty feet, almost perpendicularly from thesea, in the form of abeautifully proportioned column…’

4 SeeAppendix 4. Chiefly furnishedby John Gillon andCo., preserved according toDonkinsinvention.Ross,Voyage,I.,p.
xix. Donkin, Hall and Gamble, had been supplying theNavy with preserved meat since trialsof their method of preservation were
carried out in 1813. They had been used by Ross, 1818 and Parry, 1818 and 1819–20 in the Arctic, both of whom reported
favourably on them. Parry states‘Theshipswerecompletely furnishedwith provisionsandstoresfor aperiodof twoyears; inaddition
towhich, alargesupply of fresh meatsandsoups, preserved in tin cases, by Messrs. Donkin andGamble... wasput on board.’ James
Clark RossservedasaMidshipman on both theseexpeditions. Parry. Journal. p.iv, andLaing, TheIntroduction of cannedfood into
theRoyal Navy 1811–52, MarinersMirror, 50, 1964, pp. 146–8.
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Kept the1st watch: at 12 PM theCaptain Sent for theBoatswain and told him to pipeall handsto "Splice

the "Main Brace", and I must say I never saw a body of men turn out so smartly before every Man was
"atauto" in lessthan twominutes. Thefiddler struck up "RuleBritannia" andDancingandconviviality lasted
till two oClock in themorning, when all finished with threehearty Cheers.

January theFirst 1840
This Morning ushers in a new year - and if we are to go by the appearance of the Morning "Omens" a

happy one. Wespent avery comfortableDay had doubleallowanceof beef Roast and and grog.
[18]Thursday 2nd Weather finebut calm.
Thursday 3rd Becalmed: hovetoo lowered theGig. Captainwent onboardTheErebus.Soundedwith2300

fathoms of Spun Yarns1; got Soundings. Captain Ross cameonboard and Dined.
Saturday 4th Laying her coursefor St Helenaweather very Squally with rain.
Sunday 5th  OldChristmasDay2. Morning Fine. DivineService. Slight SqualswithRaintowardsEvening.
Monday 6th Fresh Breezes Laying her course. Sounded with 780 - fathoms of WhaleLine.

Fig. 9. Deep Sounding, from Ross, Voyage, II, f.p. 354.

Tuesday 7th Fresh Breezes & Squally - XXXVI - J-J3.

 
1 See Appendix 8.

2 According to theJulian calendar. TheGregorian calendar (institutedby papal bull Inter gravissimas…,dated24February,
1582) had been introduced by Act of Parliament in 1752 (24 Geo. II, ch 23), and asaresult 2 September 1752 wasfollowed by 14
September with theyear 1752 beginning on 1 January instead of 25 March.

3 Themeaning of this isnot clear.
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Wednesday 8th Fresh Breezes and Squally, light Rain.
Thursday 9th Fresh Breezes & [19] Squally, air rather Cool.
Friday 10th Finefreshbreezes, layingher course, ErebusinCompany. Soundedwith900hundredfathoms

WhaleLine.
Saturday 11th Morning fine. fresh breezes, but not fair; Tacked Ship.
Sunday 12th Weather finebut Wind unfavourable. DivineService.
Monday 13th Fresh breezes & Squally but unfavourable.
Tuesday 14th Fresh breezes and Squally.
Wednesday 15th Fresh breezes and heavy Squalls: closed hauled.
16th Thursday Fresh breezes closed hauled: Erebus in [20] Company.
17th Friday Fresh breezes beating: Erebus in Compy.
18th Saturday - Do - Do -
19th Sunday Heavy Squals with light rain in consequence of which there was no Divine Service. Still

beating and making littleprogress to Windward.
20th Monday Fresh breezes & squally: beating.
21st Tuesday Light breezes: beating. Erebus in Company.
22nd Wednesday Light breezes. Hovetoo, Capn went onboardErebusandDined, returnedat 12PM.Made

Sail.
23rd Thursday Light breezes: beating. A Boat camefrom Erebus with 2nd. Lieut to Survey Bread, which

was condemned & committed to thedeep - 4000.
24th Friday Light breezes: Beating, Erebus in compy. Saw a very [21] Shark, but hewas too wary to be

caught, although wetried hard.
25th Saturday Light breezes and extremely fine: Still beating, Erebus in company. Got out WhaleBoats

and Secured them.
26th Sunday Light breezes& finebeating, ErebusinCompany. DivineService. Caught avery fineBonett

which was first fish wehad caught for Several weeks.
27th Monday Light breezesand fine: beating. ErebusinCompany. Madeavery beneficial alterationonthe

Lower Deck by cuttingdown theSail Binswhichgivesusadeal moreRoomandmakesit cleaner andcooler.
28th Tuesday Light breezes with a little rain: beating: Erebus in company. A very large Bird hovering

round theShip all thefirst Watch after which weSaw no moreof him.
29th Wednesday Very Squally with rain: agood look out [22] for Land, but not Sighted.A great quantityof

fish round theShip also a largeShark which Kept closeto theShip for Sometime.
30th Thursday Squally with rain: beating: ErebusinCompany. Lookingout for Land.SightedLandabout 6

P.M. but not very distinctly.
31st Friday Land quiteplain ahead at Daybreak. Weather very fine. At 4 P.M. Anchored under thehigh

Land of St Helena1; therewas agreat many merchant vessels lying at anchor but no men of War.
By the wild appearanceof thoseappearently barren Rocks I think it is not much to bewondered at that

Bounapartefelt aLownessof Spiritswhenhefirst gainedSight of thisIronboundRock whichwasultimately
to behisburial placeand from which therewasnot much appearanceof beingabletomaK his[23] Escape.

1st Feby Saturday Watering and fitting Ship.
2nd Sunday Weather fine: DivineService. Went onshore in theafternoon found every thing exceedingly

dear, peoplegenerally Speakingvery civil andhospitable. They all complain that theIsland is inno respects
so well as when theEast IndiaCompany had it2. Thereappears to begreat Monopoly.

3rd Monday Visited theTomb of Napoleon; found nothing very interesting about it save that it was the
graveof thegreatest General theworldever producedwithout any thing tomark it except aLargeflat Stone
 

1 St Helena, Latitude15°57'S, Longitude5°42'W, wasdiscovered in 1502 by JoãodaNovaon 21 May, theorthodox feast
of St Helena the mother of theEmperor Constantine. In 1659 theEnglish East IndiaCompany took possession of it and, with the
exception of ashort period in 1673 when theDutch occupied theisland, it remainedunder their control until Napoleon'sexilein1815
when theBritish Government assumedjurisdiction. On Napoleon’sdeath in May 1821 theEast IndiaCompany took overagainuntil
1834 (when theCompany becameamanaging agency for theBritish Government of Indiauntil itsfinal windingup in 1873) when
theBritish Government again took control of the Island.

2 Seenote above.
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without nameor Epitaph to Say who Slept beneath. [24] I turned and left it & felt apang for [him].
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

4th Tuesday Weather finewith light Showers: painting, Watering and fitting Ship.
5th Wednesday - Do -
6th Thursday - Do -
7th Friday - Do -
8th Saturday InBoatspreparing for Sea. Went onShore in theafternoonandwent up Ladder Hill whichis

Six hundred feet perpendicular and 900 on theplane: you ascend it by aLadder of 650 Steps, which is the
most tiresome piece of pedestrianism for the time I ever experienced. At the Top is an observatory and
Barracksfor theArtillery and fromwhich thereisamost SplendidView: youcanseeupwardsof onehundred
Miles [25] to Seaward. Spent theafternoon with SomeArtillery Sergeants; cameonboard at Sunset.

Sunday 9th Went onShoreat 5 AM onduty1. Ship under weighat 8 AM. Cameonboard theErebusandat
11 got a passage to my own Ship in theOffing, both Ships madeSail for theCapeand Stood away with a
Stiff Breezeand Larboard Tacks onboard.

10th Monday Stiff Breezes: Standing thesame: Erebus in company.
11th Tuesday - Do - Do -
12th Wednesday Fresh Breezes and heavy Squalls with Rain: Erebus in company.
13th Thursday Blowing fresh with heavy Squals, light Rain; rolling heavily.
14th Friday Very fine. At 7 AM Sent aboat to Erebus for fresh Beef after which Squared YardsSet [26]

Studding Sails and Stood away in adueWesterly direction with apleasant breeze: Erebus in company.
15th Saturday Weather fineStanding thesameErebus in Compy. Saw aWater Spout in theafternoon, it

Lasted only a few minutes, after which therewas aSlight Shower of rain and then acalm.
16th Sunday Weather very fine: bracedSharp up SteeringSbW: Erebusincompany. Light Windstowards

Evening: DivineService: felt rather low spirited - cant account for it.
17th Monday Very hot; becalmedbest part of theday. Sent aboat toErebus: sounded: CaptainRosscame

onboard and dined remained onboard until 5 bells in the first watch went away in his own Gig. Killed a
Bullock in theafternoonand theoffal whichwasthrowedoverboardattractedaShark whichwecaught about
10 PM withahook & abait of theBullockstripe. Hemadegreat resistanceonbeinghauled [27] inboard; he
was of thebluespecieand measured 9 feet 5 Inches. Therewas someof theoffal insideof him.

18th Tuesday Weather exceedingly fine. StarboardTacksonboardErebusincompany. DisectedMr Jack
Shark and I may saw every manonboardhadaSplendidBlow out of hiscarcase; hisfleshwaswhiteasmilk
and not the least rank.

19th Wednesday Weather extremely fine going free. Lower & Topmast Studdingsails: Steering S&E,
Erebus in Company. Eat the last of theShark for Supper.

20th Thursday Very fine: a rattling breeze, going 7 Knots: Erebus in company.
21st Friday Weather fine: Steering theSameas Yesterday and at thesamerate: Erebus in Company.
22nd Saturday Fine: Top gallant breeze, going 7 Knots, Erebus in Company.
23rd Sunday Wind variable with heavy Squals and continuous Rain very foggy. Spent a very [28] dull

Sunday. Saw several CapeHens2

24th Monday Weather very thick and dirty Squals and Light Showers, braced Sharp up: Erebus in close
company.

25th Tuesday Light breezesand fine: closehauled. Saw anAlbitrossin theafternoon: ErebusinCompany.

 
1 Possibly in connection with thedesertion of Tilden Taylor, Young Gentleman’ssteward who ismarked R, for Run, i.e.

deserted, in theMuster List, TNA, ADM 38/9162

2 SeeGlossary. Fivetoeleven speciesof small tomedium albatrosses, or mollymawks, arecurrently recognised,whichcan
be divided in to two groups. Group A: The Shy (or Tasmanian) albatross, Thalassarche [cauta] cauta; White-capped albatross,
Thalassarche[c] steadi; Salvin'salbatross, Thalassarche[c] salvini; Chatham albatross, Thalassarche[c] erenita;GroupB:Black-
browed albatross, Thalassarche [melanophrys] melanophrys; Campbell albatross, Thalassarche [m] impavida; Grey-headed
albatross, Thalassarchechrysostoma; Buller'salbatrossThalassarche[bulleri] bulleri; PacificalbatrossThalassarche[b] ; Atlantic
Yellow-nosedalbatross, Thalassarche[chlororhynchos] chlororhynchos; Indian Yellow-nosedalbatrossThalassarche[c] carteri.
Only theBlack-browedandtheGreat-headedalbatrossesbreedwidely in theSouthern oceans. Hadoram Shirihai, Completeguideto
Antarctic Wildlife, pp. 107–28.



47
26th Wednesday Fine: thelatter part of theDay becalmed. Felt particularly Cheerful - cant account for it.
27th Thursday Very fine. Light breezes and fair: Studding sails Set oncemore: "Erebus" in company.
28th Friday Forepart of theDay very fine. Evening Squally, Light Rain; Shift in wind; barely laying her

course. Erebus in company.
29th Saturday Weather fine. Sounded with 400 fathoms Whale line. Saw someCapeHens.
1st March Sunday Fine light Winds Square yards rolling very heavily: Divine Service. An Albitross

hovering round the Ship all the Afternoon. About 6 PM Saw a great quantity of fish supposed to be
SKipjacks: they weretoo wary to betrepanned.

2nd Monday Extremely fine: good breezes: and rather hot.
[29] 3rd Tuesday Finelight. Sent aboat to Erebus: ErebusBoat down sounded with 2500 FathomsSpun

yarns: got Soundings1: Boat returned.
4th Wednesday Fine: Rattling breeze.
5th Thursday Close hauled: fine Top gallant breeze inclined to be Squally towards night: Erebus in

company.
6th Friday Strong breezes with inclination to beSqually: saw several Albitross.
7th Saturday BreezeStrengthened to half a galeShip Labouring very much: Shipping heavy seas: close

reefed Topsails & Reefed Courses: set Storm Staysail carried away chain bobstay.
8th Sunday Weather a littlemoderated but Still aStrong breeze& heavy Searunning: madesail. Divine

Service. In theEvening Reefed Topsail: Ship Closehauled. Sounded with Deep SeaLead several timesgot
Soundings: Erebus in Compy.

I contrasted this Sabbath with one Spent in England - which left a unfavourable impression of the Sea
going one.

9th Monday Fine: Stiff breeze: Sighted landat Sunrisebut toLeewardof thewished for Port: TackedShip
Stood off theLand. A great quantity of CapePidgeon [30] and somevery largeAlbitross.

10th Tuesday Boisterous: beating off theLand. Land not in Sight: Erebus in company: both ships under
Snug Sail Sounding frequently.

11th Wednesday Strongbreezenasty headSeaon: closehauled: beatingoff thelandErebusincompany. I
hopewehavenot taken theStationof theflyingDutchman so famousfor having tobeat off theCapetill the
Day of Judgment. In thefirst watchcameonavery densefog: firedagreat GunSeveral timestoascertainthe
Position of theErebus - which firing Sheanswered.

12th Thursday Fine: Light breezesclosehauled: Standing for theLand: bent cables. Saw aLargevessel in
theEvening apparently coming from theCapeStanding theSt Helenacourse. Shewas too Leeward of us.

13th Friday Fine: runningalong theLand: at 6 PM. becalmed. Caught Several fishat 8 PM breezeSprung
up; braced Sharp up and Stood out to sea.

14th Saturday Forepart of theDay finebut aheavy Seaon: afternoonvery roughnight also: beatingoff the
Land not gaining an Inch: Shipping very heavy Seas. I think heavyest sincewehavebeen at Sea: Erebusat
dusk well to windward: night air very chilly.

 [31] 15th Sunday Fine: beatingoff theCape2. At 6 PM passedbetweenstheCapeand theBellowsRock3:
braced in and set Studdingsails: took aPilot onboard & finally Anchored at 11 PM inSimmonsBay4 where
weexpected tohavefound theErebussnugly Anchoredbut wasvery muchdisappointed to find that Shehad
not arrived nor could gain any intelligenceof her. Mellville5 74 Admiral Elliott6 in theBay.

 
1 SeeAppendix 8.

2 Capeof Good Hope, Latitude34°21'S, Longitude18°30'E.

3 Latitude 34°19'S, Longitude18°30'E.

4 Latitude34°12'S, Longitude18°30'E.

5 Captain Hon. Richard S. Dundas.

6 Rear Admiral of theRedTheHon. GeorgeElliot (secondson of Gilbert, first Earl of Minto), Commander in Chief at the
Capeof Good Hopefrom 25 September 1837. Hewastransferred to thechief command in the East Indies, 15 February 1840 and
sailed for China, asJoint-Plenipotentiary with Captain CharlesElliot, RN. wherehesuperintended theearlier operationsof thewar
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16th Monday weather particularly fine. No intelligenceof theErebusthinksitsveryStrange,caught agreat

quantity of fish, Steam Brass CapeSalmon Silver fish SKeight & c which wepartaken heartily of.
17th Tuesday Fine: all in great anxiety about the Erebus which was happily relieved at 8 PM. by her

heaving in sight. Wesent all our boatsand towedher in. SheAnchoredat 30 m-11 PM. Shehadbeenblown
off theLand and becalmed all well on board. It was avery dull St Patricks Day1.

18th Wednesday Fresh breezes: commenced Swinging Ship but had to abandon it in consequenceof the
Wind freshening. In theEvening Shortened in and commenced Swinging Ship again. Packet camein & no
letter for me. Thought it very hard: I looked likean outcast - nonefrom relations or friends.

[32] 19th Thursday Commenced Swinging Ship at 4 AM and finished at 9 AM: fish in great abundance:
Sent someto Sergt Baker in theErebus.

20th Friday Weather looking boisterous commenced Writing letters to my Brother John, and my dearly
beloved friend Sergt Kelly in hopes they may both find them and I wish them. Also to the Sergts Mess
Chatham.

21 Saturday Fine: ordinary courseof refitting: receivedabusedwhich rather disconcertedme: theLawsof
theServiceprohibiting mefrom taking thesatisfaction thecasemerited.

22nd Sunday Very fine, DivineServicewent onboard theErebusandSpent theEveningwithSergt Baker -
cameonboardat Sunset. Someportionof thepeoplewent fishing to theRomanRock2 inthecutter andcaught
an immensequantity of Silver fish & CapeSalmon all of which is going to besalted & Dried for Seause,
which will bevery acceptable.

23rd Monday Fine: Watering Ship and Salting fish.
Tuesday 24th Fineand very hot: watering Ship. Went fishing caught about [33] 20 CapeSalmon: asked

leaveto go onshorewas refused in consequenceof Small Pox raging ashore.
25th Wednesday Watering Ship: very hot.
26th Thursday Very hot. Went onshoreat 8 AM on duty after two men that ran3 from theCutter did not

find them they wereapprehended immediately afterwards by thecivil power cameonboard at 10.
27th Friday Light Showers. Went onshore at 8 AM and brought the two men onboard in company of a

ConstableSimons Town4. Stand low in my estimation. So low it needs no discription from me.
28th Saturday Very hot. Doing nothing particular.
29th Sunday Inclined to beboisterousStruck Top gallant Yards. Sergt Baker of theErebuscameonboard

andspent theEveningwithme. Spent apleasant afternoonandsuppedoff Roast Legof muttonat 7PM came
on to rain very hard and continued during thenight.

[34] 30th Monday Fine: nothing extra.
31- Tuesday Rough. Went on shorein theEvening for Liberty. Beer which wasServed out at therateon

onequart per "biped" whichwassaid todisorder someof thepeoplesattics. Mr Rich. Carpenter discharged.
April Wednesday 1st  Blowing fresh.
2nd Thursday Blowing very fresh: moored Ship in theEvening: cameon to rain very hard.
3rd Friday Very fine: preparing for sea, in Boats. In theEvening 3 very largeBullockscameonboardand

nearly took possesion of theShip. Oneman, Wm Evans, got hurt in theBoat by oneof theBullocksrunning
his horn in his thigh - but not seriously. Had a very troublesome first Watch on account of several of the

  
and was invalided home on board Volage (26), Captain Henry Smith, at the end of November the same year. O’Byrne, A Naval
Biographical Dictionary.

1 Saint Patrick’ sday istheonly Saint'sday mentioned in thejournal. Captain Crozier’ sfamily hadbeen in Irelandsincethe
seventeenth century, he himself having been brought up in Banbridge, County Down, which no doubt is the reason why Saint
Patrick'sday wascelebrated on board.

2 Latitude34°11'S, Longitude18°28'E.

3 i.e. deserted.

4 Thelog for 26 March recordsDesertersfrom theBoat when on Duty, Alex Coleston andPeter Wallace(seamen),andfor
27 March Alex Coleston andPeter Wallace, deserters, werebrought on boardby aConstable. TNA ADM 55/133.Theysubsequently
deserted again, Alex Coleston on 23 September 1840, andPeter Wallaceon 19 October 1840, both in Hobart. TNA ADM 38/9162.
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Boats crew getting Drunk.

4th Saturday Very fineall ready for Seawind unfavourable.
5th Sunday Excessively hot not a breath of air: hands Mustered. Caught a large ground Shark female

specie. Spent oneof thosedull Sundays that no man can Judgeof except heactually experienceit.
[35] 6th Monday Very fineat 9 AM got under weigh. "Erebus in company". As soon as theanchor was

away theMelleville, Adml Elliott, manned her rigging and gaves us threehearty cheers which wereturned
withgreat spirit andpleasurethewindout of theBay beingagainst uswewerenecessiated tobe[towed] out
which took us till 8 PM. when welost sight of theErebus. Fired Rocket and burnt blueLight all Night but
received no answer.

7thTuesday Noappearanceof theErebus. Weather fineStrongbreezeSteeringSbE. Studdingsailsbelow
and aloft. Uneasy for our dearly beloved consort: first watch firing Rockets. Middlealso.

8th Wednesday Fine. Shift of Windbracedup: four Sail inSight in themorning, but noErebus. Killedone
of our Bullocks in theAfternoon themost vicious of them. Becalmed in theEvening.

9th Thursday Continual rain: Squally treblereefedTopsails: closehauledShip very uncomfortableinrainy
weather no Shelter on deck whatever thehatcheshoodedover, whichmakestheLower deck intolerably hot.

[36] 10th Friday Fineclosehauled: no sign of theErebus: air getting coolish.
11th Saturday Very finealmost becalmed: someSolitary Albatross, and a few Mother Careys chickens1

flying about asif it weretoKeep usCompany or makeup for theAbsenceof our oldcompanion theErebus.
12th Sunday Fine becalmed. Divine Service. At 4 PM. breeze Sprung up tacked Ship. No sign of our

consort.
13th Monday Fine, light winds & variable.
14th Tuesday Very fine: Slashing Top Gallant Breezegoing Seven Knots.
15th Wednesday Fore part of the day blowing half a gale of wind: close reefed Topsails reefed course

Struck Royal Mast: Moderated in theafternoon Madesail: closehauled: air very chilly: Steering South.
16th Thursday From 1 oClock in TheMorning till 11 AM blowing very hard with Squals of rain, close

reefedTopsails. MadeSail in theAfternoonStill aheavy Searunningagreat many AlbatrossroundtheShip,
four of which was caught with hooks the largest of which [37] measured 11 feet from tip of wing to wing.
When Skinned thebodies werevery poor the rough Weather had reduced them almost to barebones - the
SKins werepreserved.

Weather Still very dirty 9 PM.
17th Good Friday Very fine: wind fair. Spent avery dull good Friday.
18th Saturday Weather very hazey: but abeautifull breezeSquareyardsStuddingSailsbothsides.Killeda

bullock in theMorninghewouldneither fall by Pithing2 or withablow fromapin. InendwasforcedtoShoot
him.

19th Easter Sunday Light breezes & variable with rain, Divine Service, Steering South: great many
Albatross. Saw avery few Back3.

20th Monday Finebreeze: very cold: put on warm clothing for thefirst time. Slight hail Showers.
21st Tuesday Very Squally, with rain rolling very heavily: very heavy Searunning. Shipping heavy seas.
22nd Wednesday Runningunder doublereefedTopsailsand foresail. SightedPrinceEdwardsIsles4: neared

 
1 SeeGlossary. Thereareanumber of different speciesof storm-petrels(c. 20), only fiveof whichbreedandoccur regularly

in theAntarctic - Wilson'sstorm-petrel, Oceanitesoceanicus; Grey-backedstorm-petrel, Oceanitesnereis; White-facedstorm-petrel,
Pelagodroma marina; Black-belliedstorm-petrel, Fregetta tropica; White-belliedstorm-petrel,Fregettagrallaria.HadoramShirihai,
Completeguide to Antarctic Wildlife. pp. 184–9.

2 To kill an animal by severing thespinal cord.

3 Therewould appear to beaword or two left out herebut it isnot practicable to suggest what they might be.

4 Marion (Latitude46°55'S, Longitude37°45'E) andPrinceEdward(Latitude46°54'S, Longitude37°42'E) Islands, may
havebeen sightedby avessel of theVereenigdeOostindischeCompagnie(Dutch East IndiaCompany), theMaerseveen, on passage
from Capeof GoodHopetoBataviain 1663 andcalledDinaandMaerseveen, but weredefinitely sightedby Marion Dufresneon13
January and Crozet Island on 23 January 1772. Headland, Chronological, p. 12 and Duyker, An Officer, p. 175. Prince Edward
Island wasnamed by Captain Cook, 12 December 1776 ‘As thise islandshaveno namein theFrench Chart, I shall distinguish the
two we have seen by the name Prince Edward Islands after His Majesty's 4th Son, and the others Morion and Crozets Islands.’
Beaglehole, Journals...Resolution and Discovery, I. pp. 25–6. PrinceEdwardwasEdwardAugustus, Dukeof Kent,4thsonof King
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them in the afternoon and passed them in the first watch. The Snow was lying on Thehigh Land in great
quantitys[38] and theair very cold. Several very handsomeCapePigeons1 flyingabout.Slight SnowShower.

23rd Thursday Very Cold: fineTop Gallant breeze: SquareYards.
24th Friday Blowing very hard: continuous rain. Closereefed Topsails& foresail Sudden Squalls. Wind

variable. Ship very wet.
25th Saturday Very rough Snow and hail Showers: Snug Sail. Killed last bullock.
26th Sunday Blowing fresh heavy Seaon: divineService: rolling heavily.
27th Monday Blowing a gale of wind tremendious Sea on: close reefed Topsails and Storm Staysail:

Shipping very heavy Seas. Moderated with theEvening a little: Set Mainsail: rolling heavily.
28th Tuesday Weather very muggey, with rain: Ship very wet: Snug Sail: rolling heavily: agood look for

Land.
29th Wednesday Weather very damp and Cold: going 7 Knots. Saw Several Icebergs Sailing along very

Majestically. ShortenedSail at Night andprepared for thereceptionof any moreof themincasetheyShould
comenear us, agood [look] out for them. Ship rolling heavily. Cameon to blow agaleof wind in theNight
with Snow & hale.

30th Thursday Blowing very hard tremendous Searunning: Shipping very heavy seas: moderated in the
evening. MadeSail: passed our [39] Iceberg between Six & Seven PM. Snow Shower.

1st May Friday Very rough: heavy Sea. Saw several Whales. Sighted Land to Leeward: closed reefed the
Topsails: Set Storm Staysail: Struck Top Gt Yards: close hauled: bent Cables. Wore Ship at 8 oClock,
blowing very fresh.

3rd Saturday Blowing a gale closed hauled under closed reefed Maintopsail & Storm Staysail: all the
peoples clothes Wet. Shipping Seas right over her rolled tremendously in theNight.

3rd Sunday Still blowing very hard got sight of the Sun the first time for Some Days: got some of the
clothes dry. Moderated a little in the afternoon Set fore & Mainsail & fore topsail closed hauled - a very
uncomfortableSabbath not likeSomeI havebeen wont to spend.

4th Monday Blowing agale: closehauled: closereefed Main topsail and Storm Staysail: Ship wet all. No
sign of Land: woreship at 9 PM.

5th Tuesday Sight Land at 11 AM on theLeebow: cameon to blow almost ahurricane. WoreShip and
Stoodoff theLand: under closereefedMn Topsail andStormStaysail: weather very muggey [40] Moderated
in theEvening, MadeSail. Hadwater BootsServedout 1 pr of bootstoeachMan: caught aCapePigeonthat
flew onboard through Stress of weather: battened down2.

6th Wednesday Morning Moderate Sighted Land to windward. Made Sail and rounded in the weather
braces: Missed theharbour: beat up till 2 PM, when it blew sohardwewereobliged toanchor in21 fathoms
water with100 fathomsCable. FurledSails: lyingnear theLand: cameon to rainweather lookingvery wild.
A few AlbatrossandSomeShag flyingabout this isthemost dangerousplaceI wasever in thereisbreakers
all round and onereef runs out nearly aMilewith a tremendousSurf breaking over it: great quantity of sea
weed floating about. TheLand is not very high and looks of agreenish hue.

7th Thursday Cold but dry. Got principal part of theclothes dry. Sent a boat onshore in theMorning to
reconnoitre: brought aSeal onboard in theBoat: unbent Sails(andbent another suit) inorder to repair them.
The Morning being clear could see a long way in Land: Some Snow on the high Land: face of the Land
apparently Green appears to beagreat quantity of Birds: Several flew onboard and wascaught, & cooked.

8th Friday Fine: got under weighandcommencedbeatingup for theharbour [41] Saw abark towindward
and supposed to beErebus, which I hopeit is. Ship cameup to windward well: cameon to blow acomplete
gale in theNight: hands up all Night: Spliced theMain braceat 4 in theMorning.

9th Saturday Blowingalmost ahurricane: Standingoff theLandunder closereefedMainTopsail & Storm
Staysail: Ship rolling awfully, and Shipping very heavy seas: water washing along thelower decks.
  
GeorgeIII. Hemarried VictoriaMary Louise, widow of Emich Charles, Princeof Leiningen anddaughter of Francis, Dukeof Saxe-
Coburg and Saalfield and had onedaughter, Victoria, who becameQueen of theUnited Kingdom of Great Britain &c.

1 SeeGlossary. CapePigeon or PintadoPetrel, Daption capensis. Roberts, Edward Wilson'sBirds, p.94.HadoramShirihai,
CompleteGuide to Antarctic Wildlife, pp. 139–41, givesmodern form Daption capense.

2 Cover thehatcheswith tarpaulinsand secure them with battens to prevent water entering.
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If theweather isalwayslikethisoff thecoast of KerguelansLand1 I dont carehow soon I amclear of it.No

appearanceof theErebus- or yet any Signsof our getting intoChristmasharbour: batteneddown forward&
aft.

10th Sunday Still blowing hard: wind dry: moderated near the Meridian of the Day. Caught several
beautifull Albatross and other Seabird. MadeSail in theEvening: tacked Ship at ½ pt- 8 PM: Scarcely any
wind: heavy sea. A Solitary Sunday.

11th Monday Tolerably fine: got theLower deck dry: Ship fell off: tacked Ship: reefed Topsailsat night.
Skinned someAlbatross which weighed 17 lb and measured 12 feet from tipp of wing to wing.
[42] 12th Tuesday Weather Squally. Ship layingher courseforepart of theday. SightedLand towindward

in the Evening. Shortened Sail and wore Ship at 8 oClock: weather looking wild with heavy Seas. Been
employed this day in practising Skinning and Stuffing Birds.

13th Wednesday Forepart of theDay fine. MadetheLand in theMorningWatch: commencedbeatingup
Christmas harbour2 at 9 AM, and Anchored after tacking 22 times in gallant Stilewith aStiff breeze. The
passageis difficult & dangerous with thewind dead on end: there is aStupendous Iron bound Rock on the
Larboard hand nearly perpendicular I Should say fifteen hundred feet high and thetop appearstobearoost
for birdsastheSoil fromthem hasbesmeared theSeafaceof it for aconsiderableway down. Thereisagreat
many runsof water down therocks. TheErebuswaslying in themouthof theharbour, Shehavinganchored
Yesterday. At theentranceof theharbour thereisavery Romantic looking Rock partialy detached fromthe
mainLandwithavery natural lookingArch through it3. It ison theLarboardhandon theStarboardthereisa
very boldCapeabout Six hundred feet high. Got boatsout in theafternoon: Sent oneonShore[43] thecrew
brought off fourteenPenguinsof theJack AssSpecievery Majestic looking fellowsStoodbolt upright likea
Soldier: weKilled Cooked and eat them and avery good Supper They madeconsidering it wasquick work,
wewereno ways particular. Thereappears to beaSort

 
1 ÎlesKerguélen liebetween Latitudes48°27'Sand 49°58'Sand Longitudes68°25'E and 70°35'E.

2 Now Port Christmas, with itsentrancein Latitude48°41'S, Longitude69°03'E, liesat theheadof Baiedel'Oiseau at the
northern endof ÎlesKerguélen. Namedby Captain Cook, sincethey entered theharbour on 25 December 1776. Thebay wasvisited
by M. deRochegude, oneof theofficersof theOiseau, on Kerguélen’ssecondvoyagein January 1774. Beaglehole, TheJournals..
Resolution and Discovery, I, pp. 29–32.

3 Now known asPointede l’Arche, although thearch has fallen in.
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Fig. 10. HMSTerror entering Christmas Harbour, by J. Dayman, Mate in HMSErebus.

of wild Cabbagegrowing which is good thesay when Cooked1.
14th Thursday Weather changingevery hour: hail: Snow: Sleet: Wind: Sunshinealternately.Workingparty

ashoredigging a foundation for theobservatory. Got out wharps for Erebus. Got several finefat penguins,
when cooked weredelicious.

 
1 Hooker, TheBotany I, pp. 238–41. Pringlea antiscorbutica.

Ibid. p. 239. ‘Thisisperhapsthemost interestingplant procuredduring thewholevoyageperformed in theAntarcticSeas,growingas
it doesupon an islandtheremotest from acontinent, andyielding, besidesthisesculent, only seventeen other floweringplants.’ Ibid.
p. 240. ‘The illustriousCook first discovered and drew attention to the“Kerguelen’sLand Cabbage” during hisfirst voyage, when
accompanied by Mr. Anderson [William Anderson, 1750–78, Assistant surgeon and naturalist in Resolution, on Cook’s second
voyageand surgeon and naturalist on his third voyage]. The latter gentleman drew up an account of someof themoreremarkable
plants which he collected there and in other islands, which are preserved in the Banksian Library; the present he designated as
Pringlea in honour of Sir John Pringle[1707–82, Physician in ordinary to theKingandPresident of theRoyal Society], whowrotea
work upon scurvy [A discourseupon somelateimprovementsof themeansfor preserving thehealth of Marinersdelivered at the
anniversary meeting of theRoyal Society, Nov. 1776. A copy of which waspublished in Cook A VoyagetowardstheSouth Pole.]
The latter circumstance has induced me, at Mr Brown's suggestion, to assign the trivial name of antiscorbutica. The Pringlea is
exceedingly abundant over all partsof theisland... Itslongrhizomata, often 3 or 4 feet long, liealongtheground; they aresometimes
2 inchesin diameter, full of spongy and fibroussubstanceintermixed, of ahalf woody textureand with flavour of horse-radish, and
bear at theextremity headsof leaves, sometime18 inchesacross, so like thoseof thecommon cabbagethat if growing in agarden
with their namesakes in England they would not excite any particular attention; the outer leaves are coarse, loosely placed and
spreading, the inner form adensewhiteheart, that tastes likemustard and cress, but ismuch coarser. ... daily usewasmadeof this
vegetable, either cooked by itself or boiled with theships' beef, pork, or pee-soup.’
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Fig. 11. Plan of north part of Îles Kerguélen, showing Christmas Harbour.

15th Friday Squally. Sent handstoassist inwarping theErebusup theHarbour: anchoredher aheadaSnug
berth. Working Party ashorehousebuilding, likes thetasteof thewild cabbagemuch.

16th Saturday Raining & blowing very hard all day. Moored Ship: Working Party ashore. Spliced Main
braceinEvening. hasdiscovered that theLand round thebay isan Island: Separatedby water fromtheMain
Land.

17th Sunday Blowing a galeall Day, but dry. I landed in theEvening on the rocks and had achase[44]
after thePenguinsSeveral of whichwascaught. I forgot tomentiondivineService: hadvegetablesoupserved
out.

18th Monday Fineharddryingwind. WorkingParty ashorehousebuilding. I went ashorein theafter noon
andhadsomefineSport up theHillschasing theSeabirdseveral of which I caught not without great danger -
so great that I dont intend hazarding it again. Fell in with nothing but barren rocks & Springs of water.
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Fig. 12. Christmas Harbour, from Ross, Voyage, I. Frontispiece.

19th Tuesday Fine. Went onshorewith theDoctor1 Bird-Nesting: caught someyoung Albatross on thier
nest: had somegood sport. Houses finished onshore2.

20th Wednesday Very fine: refittingShip. A very heavy engagement took placebetweentheBoatscrewand
avery LargeSeal. TheSeal got theupper hand of them, but wascaptured by theErebusafter beingspeared
several times; hemeasured 14 feet. A most beautiful night not a breath of air moon and Stars particularly
bright.

21st Thursday FreezingKeenall [47] day. Observationscommenced in theHouse'sashore3: thereissome
very beautifull instruments: Captain's dined ashore. Caulking & refitting Ship.

22nd Friday Day finecaulking& refitting; cameon toSnow and freezein theEveningandcontinuedmost
of theNight.

23rd Saturday Finebut cold: Miscellaneous.
24th Sunday Morning rough. Divine Service. Almost the whole of thecrew went onshoreafter Dinner.

Queens birth Day4: fired aRoyal Saluteat onePM. Plum Pudding preserved Meat5 & Doubleallowanceof
 

1 This is presumably the ship’ s surgeon Jno Robertson, although it might have been the assistant surgeon David Lyall.
McCormick, thesurgeon of Erebus, wasashore this day but recordsavery different excursion. McCormick, Voyages, I. pp. 51–3

2 Ross, Voyage, I. p. 90. ‘The level beach at thehead of theharbour afforded usconvenient sites for our observatories,
which wereimmediately erected; that for magneticpurposesbeingplacedat thenorth extreme, under theprotection of thehill to the
north, which effectually prevented the sun's rays deranging the temperature, and within a few feet of high-water mark; that for
astronomical andpendulum observationson nearly thesamelevel, at morethan ahundredyardsdistant from it towardsthecentreof
thebeach; and closeby thistwo small hutswereerected for theconvenienceof theofficersandmen employedat theobservatories.’

3 Ross, Voyage, I. pp. 91–2, records that magnetic observations were taken every hour throughout their stay, which
included the term daysof 29 and 30 May. Astronomical, tidal and pendulum observationswerealso taken.

4 Queen Victoria, born 1819 at Kensington Palace.

5 Seenote to 25 December 1839.
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Grog at night Issued additional, went onboard theErebus and spent theafternoon and Evening with Sergt

Baker, who I was glad to find in good health and comfortably Situated, cameonboard at 9 PM.
25th Monday Forepart of theday fine. Went onshoreShooting; in theafternooncameon toSnow & blow

very hard; got a good Soaking and had but littleSport. At Night blowing a completehurricane. Capns and
other Officersup all night in the[48] observatoriesonShore. I never heard it blow sohardasit hasdonethis
night. Veered away both Cables.

26th Tuesday Weather moderate. Workingparty onshore: bent Sheet cableintheEvening: cameontoblow
very hard in theNight.

27 Wednesday BlowingahurricanewithShort Lullsfor afew minutes. ClearedTiers. Captain'sandother
Officers Still on shore in Observatories: Very trying weather for them considering night and day without
Beds.

28th Thursday Weather very Squally & cold. Sighted Starboard Anchor1 and Shifted billet: (Erebus the
Same). Evening freezing very Keen blowing agaleall night.

29th Friday Blowing so hard wecould not send aboat ashorewith provisions for theOfficersand menat
theObservatories. Erebus nearly drifted aboard of. Shelet go her Sheet anchor.

30th Saturday Fine: Miscellaneous.
31st Sunday Fine. Captains onboard at Divisions2: raining all night.
1st JuneMonday Raining all forenoon cleared up in theafternoon: working party onshore.
2nd Tuesday Particularly fine. 2nd [49] Lieutt3 and 3 menwith theDoctor of theErebusand3 menStarted

in theErebus'scutter on an expedition of 14 Daysby water and land: volunteered for oneof theparty could
not bespared4 - wishes them Success and fineWeather: working party on Shore.

3rd Wednesday Raining very hard, working party onshorecaught several fish cod Specie.
4th Thursday Weather finewith fresh breezes, working party onshore.
5th Friday Forepart of theDay rough fineafternoon, working party onshoreTent Building.
6th Saturday Fine with Sudden Squalls of Sleet: working party onshore finished the House. The Land

expedition re-turned in the Evening5: the people composing it seemed very much fatigued: brought some
handsomeSpecimens of Christalised Rock with them. Seemed not anxious to go again.

7th Sunday Exceedingly fine: all day fitting out thecutter for an expedition which is to Start to-morrow
Morning consisting of the Surgeon 2nd M t oneMarineand 7 Seamen. Sincerely wished I had [50] been in
Merry England I wish I could dispensewith Envie. I will try.

8th Monday Very rough. TheGalleys crew wereobliged to remain onshoreat theObservatory all night
during which time it was Snowing very hard. The Boat expedition could not Start in consequence of the
inclemency of theweather: in thenight thefirst Lieutenant of theErebus was taken very ill6.

 
1 An anchor issighted tomakesureit hasnot been damagedandthat it isnot gettingstuck in theseabed. Thecablewould

beexamined at thesametimeso that if it had suffered chafing thiscould bedealt with.

2 TheShip'sCompany would befallen in by Divisions for inspection by theCaptain. Instructions, 1833, p. 82, Captain,
Discipline, Article 12 states: ‘He is to divide all the Ship’ s Company, exclusive of the Marines, into Divisions. A Lieutenant is to
command each division, who is to haveunder hisordersasmany Matesand Midshipmen asthenumber on board will admit. The
Lieutenantsaretoattendto, andberesponsiblefor, every thingrelated to theconduct of theMen of thedivisionstheycommand.They
aretoexaminethestateof their ClothesandBedding, andaretoseethat they keepthemselvesclean; theMatesandMidshipmentobe
attentivein superintending their subdivisions; andthey aretoreport to theCaptain whatever Men they find idle,dirtyorprofligate, that
they may beadmonished, or punished ascircumstancesrequire.’

3 Lieutenant C. G. Phillips.

4 J. D. Hooker also volunteered for thisexpedition, but wasnot allowed to go. Hooker, Notes, p. 263.

5 ‘…without having accomplished anything; theofficer who led them found it impracticablefor loaded men to travel by
land, over rocks, round bays, and through snow drifts; and when they took theboat, thefuriousgalesalmost drovethem out tosea.’
Hooker, Notes, p. 263.

6 McCormick, Voyages,  I. p. 65. ‘Our own first lieutenant, who, I havevery good reasons for thinking, doesnot much
relish thenatureof theservicehischief hasnominatedhim for, nor thestateof theweather either, hasgoneupon thesick-list. I hadto
land in thegalley beforebreakfast, andthrough aheavy surf, to report him toCaptain Rossat theobservatory. I hadadelicateduty to
perform, it must beconfessed, and it put all my ideasof nosology to thetest, andrackedmy brain to findasuitableterm underwhichI
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9th Tuesday Miserableday Snowing and Sleeting all day clearedHausein theafternoon. Boat expedition

Still delayed.
10th Wednesday Rainingandblowingall Day. Theappearanceof RocksisveryBeautifull partiallycovered

with Snow and displaying many Waterfalls Some 300 feet high. Shocking weather for theObservatories:
working party ashorerepairing theMud Houses1.

11th Thursday Hauled theShip withinabout 40 yardsof theShoreandwateredShip fromabeautifull fall
of Water in about 4 hoursand½duringwhich timeit rainedheavery hard: cast theHausersoff and resumed
our former billet: rain cleared off in theafternoon and cameon to blow very hard: [51] caught acoupleof
Rock Cod.

12th Friday Rough: heavy hail Storm.
13th Saturday Stormy hail & Snow.
14th Sunday Raining very hard and blowing fresh: an uncomfortableSabbath DivineServiceafter which

theCaptain went onshorefor another week.
15th Monday Blowinghalf agale. Galleyscrew detainedonShoreinconsequenceof theinclemencyof the

weather.
16th Tuesday Blowinghalf agaleall Day and rainingvery hard. Boat expeditionunder thecommandLieut

Philips started in theMorning rough as it was to finish his Survey of thecoast to Leeward2.
17th Wednesday Blowing a galeall Day: no communication with theshorealthough not aStones throw

from it: dreadful weather for theexpedition.
18th Thursday Forepart of theDay very finebut freezing. Two boat expeditionswent away - onefromus

and the other from the Erebus consisting of nine hand each under thecommand of Mr Bird 1st Lt Erebus.
Cameon toblow hail rainandSnow in theafternoon. Went onshore[52] Shooting traversedadeal of ground
with but littleSuccess; cameonboard at 3 PM. Feel for theboat expeditions adreadful Night.

19th Friday Morning wet: day turned fine: Evening weather changeable.
Dreadful Surf on theBeach which washed aportion of theObservatory works away.
20th Saturday Day fine: working party onshorerepairingdamages. Cameon to rain in theEvening rained

all night.
21st Sunday Forepart of theday freezing: cameon to rain & blow in theAfternoon which continued all

night. Captain remained onshoreat theObservatory all day.
22nd Monday Captaincameonboardbut didnot remainLong. Weather boisterouswith rainat timesvery

hard, blowed avery Galeall night.
23rd Tuesday Blowing hard all day with heavy hail Storms: no communication with the Shore - nor

appearanceof theBoat expeditions returning although oneof them has been goneaweek today; they have
had dreadful weather.

[53] 24th Wednesday Blowing agaleall Day: no communication with theShore.
25th Thursday Still blowing very hard and freezing: cleared chain Lockers: heavy snow Squall.
26th Friday Stormy and Cold all day: Snow and hail.
27th Saturday Hail and Snow Storms, thethermometer at 29 in theNight.
28th Sunday Forenoon very fine. All theBoat expeditions returned; crews all well, they suffered agood

deal inconsequenceof theSeverity of theweather and thelategales. AfternoonandEveningvery boisterous
with hail rain and Snow - how different form the28th of June in Merry England at least I thought so. The
Boats crew brought agreat deal of Petrified Water3 with them from theMountains.

  
could enter the indisposition of thismartyr to science in my sick-book.’

1 Hooker records‘…my ramblesweregenerally solitary, through thewildest country I ever beheld. Thehillswerealways
covered with frozen snow, andmany of my best Lichens andMosses wereobtainedby hammeringat theicy tufts, or sittingon them
till they thawed.’ Hooker, Notes, pp. 262–3.

2 Orders for Lieutenants Phillips and Bird are given in Captain Ross’s letter book, Nos. 130, 131 and 132, UKHO
Incoming Letters, SurveyorsLettersNo. 25, and thereportsof thevariousexpeditions in UKHO Original Document No. 219.

3 Ross, Voyage, I. p. 71, statesthat fossil treeswerefound on theisland. It wouldseem likely thereforethat thisshouldbe
petrified wood.
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29th Monday Blowing almost agalewith violent Snow and hail Storms.
30th Tuesday Slight Snow storms. Went onshoreShooting in theafternoon had very good Success, Shot

somevery handsomeDivers. This day ends themonth of Junewhich has been onecontinual Galeof wind
interspersed with Snow hail and rain and very unlike a Summer month in England but a month of the
description of which I expect to spend many.

[54] - July 1840 -
1st Wednesday The anniversary of my birth and a boisterous one, it is blowing almost, if not quite, a

hurricane: nocommunicationwith theShore: employedmyself withSKinningBirdsfor Specimens.TheDay
bell[?] are getting shorter and the winter Setting in rapidly: it blew harder than I ever saw it in the Night
forced to let go theSheet Anchor.

2nd Thursday Very rough with Snow and hail.
3rd Friday Thefinest Day sinceI havebeen at Kerguelans Land: picked up theSheet Anchor: went

Fig. 13. Chart of Christmas Harbour from Ross, Voyage, I, f.p.90.

onshorein theAfternoonShooting. Shot several Shag ina rather dangerousposition- theyareCapital eating.
4th Saturday Weather rather moderate with slight showers of hail and snow: thewind seems to prevail

nearly alway from theNW.
5th Sunday Tolerably fine. Captain’s cameonboard: DivineService: pleasureParty went onshore in the

afternoon. Captain Ross Dined onboard.
6th Monday Day finefor this Neighbourhood with a littlehail & Snow.
7th Tuesday Very mild: commenced Swinging Ship in the afternoon but came on hazy, with Rain was

obligd to desist: cameon to blow very hard in thefirst watch and [55] rain tremendous.
8th Wednesday Hazy disagreeableweather.
9th Thursday Wet forenoon: in theafternoonCaptaincameonboardandSwung1 Shipwhichwasdonewith

awill. In theEvening Spliced theMain Brace: freezing at Night.

 
1 SeeAppendix 10.
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10th Friday Preparing for Seabent Sailsup MainTop Gt Mast. Day very finecameon tosnowandblowat

night.
11th Saturday Boisterous. Captain & Officers Cameonboard for good from theObservatories.
Sunday 12th Weather very finefor thispart of theWorld: DivineService: party went onshorefor arun in

theAfternoon. Capt Ross dined onboard: heavy fall of Snow in night.
13th Monday Forenoon fine: got theObservatory Houseonboard unbent Sheet Cableand Stowed Boats:

afternoon cameon to blow agalewhich continued all night.
14th Tuesday Blowing a complete Gale all Day without intermission: rebent Sheet cable: let go Sheet

Anchor in thefirst watch.
15th Wednesday Tolerably Moderate: every thinggot onboard fromtheShore: weighedandstowedSheet

Anchor: got all ready for unmooring in theMorning: cameon to rainvery hard intheEveningwith[56] heavy
Squalls of wind.

16th Thursday Blowing hard all day: got WhaleBoats in and Stowed them.
17th Friday Unmoored Ship in theforenoon when it cameon to blow so hard could not get under Weigh.

Shortened in Cable in Evening.
18th Saturday Morning and forenoon raining very hard with adensefog: cleared off in theafternoon and

cameon to blow very hard in consequenceof which wereobliged to let go our best bower Anchor again. I
think it will beasunday's Sail which never fail

19th Sunday Weather still unpropiouswindhighandbitter Cold: DivineServicein theforenoon. I mayput
thisdown asanother of thosemiserableSundays aman Spends in aShip of thisdescription - Somebeyond
description. Cameon to rain at night.

20th Monday Morning fine: commenced getting under weighat 6 amand8 finally bidadieu toChristmas
Harbour (ErebusinCompany) and to theLand in theCourse of theDay - whichLand if I amSparedI feel no
particular anxiety ever to visit again. Blowing very fresh: closed reefed Topsails heavy Sea running: Ship
rolling [57] heavily: moderated a little in theNight.

21st Tuesday Blowing very hard with rain Standing under closereefed Main Topsail and StormStaysail.
Tremendous Seaon and Shipping over all.

22nd Wednesday Blowing very fresh with heavy squalls of hail and Snow: running right before it under
closereefedMn Topsail andboomforesail: averaging7 Knots, great sailing for thisShip: very heavy Seaon
Erebus in Company.

23rd Thursday Blowingagale: TremendousSeaonwhichwascontinualy washingover all.Shipwet inside
and out and likely to beso for Sometime: closereefed Main Topsail & boom foresail.

24th Tuesday Weather Still very boisterousand lookingvery wild: afew Albatrossflying round theShip.
25th Saturday Forenoon fine: Sea gonedown every appearanceof fineweather: got chain cables up and

Surveyed: at 12 old weather came on again with heavy Snow Storm: close reefed Topsails and furled
Mainsail.

26th Sunday Day comparatively finewith good breeze: cameon to blow almost agaleat night: with rain
Ship pitching and rolling heavily.

27th Monday Middling fine: breezefreshened [58] at night with rain and Shift of wind.
28th Tuesday. Slashing breeze: going 8 Knots: breezefreshend toagalein theEveningvery heavy Seaon

obliged tobattendown: closereefedMainTopsail andStormforeStay sail. ErebusinCompany: lost sight of
the Erebus in thefirst watch: cameon acompletehurricaneat onehovetoo.

29th Wednesday Blowingawfully and tremendousseaonwashingcleanover us: batteneddownandhove
too: every part of theShip wet and I may Say all thepeoples clothes. No Sign of theErebus Spliced Main
brace at night. Ship very leaky: Someof theheaviest Seas washed over theShip this Evening I ever seen:
moderated a little in thefirst watch. MadeSail at 12 oclock after which Ship rolled Gunwails under.

30th Thursday Finedry breeze: got most of thewet clothesdry: nosignof Erebus: repairedSlight damages.
31st Friday Finebreeze: Set Studding Sails but was obliged to takethem in again: light Showersof rain:

breezefreshened at night closereefed Topsails.
August 1st 1840 FineTop gallant breeze: averaging 7 Knots: night fine.
[59] 2nd Sunday Finebreezewith rain: "DivineService": breezeat Night: closereefedTopsails: heavySea:

wind Quarterly: battened down in thenight.
3rd Monday Day Showery: finebreeze: goingbeforeit: night fine. It isamost Singular thing tomethat we
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haveSeen CapePidgeons every day sinceweleft Kerguelens Land now being 2000 miles from it.

4th Tuesday FineTopgallant breeze: going7 Knots: heavy Seaonandvery smart hail Storms.Ship leaking
considerably pumping every watch: no Signs of theErebus.

5th Wednesday Finebreeze: withoccasional Squals: goingbeforeit: 7 & 8 Knots: heavy Seaon. Cameon
to blow hard in thefirst Watch: turned thehands up closereefed Topsails after which Spliced Main brace.

6th Thursday Slashing breeze: but inclined to bevariable: thefinest Day sinceweleft Kerguelens Land.
[60] 7th Friday Finebreeze: weather fineheavy SeaShip rolling heavily.
8th Saturday Weather damp Slashingbreezegoing8 Knots: Squally at night. ThePassagealong thecoast

and up the River is oneof Particular interest to theLover of Landscape: thewholeCountry appears to be
woodland interspersedwithapparently well cultivatedFarms: thework of yearsof industriousSettlers- and
unfortunatePrisoners.

9th Sunday A most beautifull day very light windDivine Service: Saw avery largewhaleintheAfternoona
few Albatrossflyingabout: very finemoonlight night. HadaSolitary walk on theGangwaythinkingof home
& Absent Friends someof whom I may probably never See- My poor Mother especially.

10th Monday Becalmed: Day very fine: aired bedding. Slung clean hammocks& scrubbd thedirty one, a
thing that was much wanting. Light wind in theEvening but not favourable: close hauled.

11th Tuesday Rattlingbreeze: Weather very hazy with light rain: going free.Somethinglessthan300miles
from Hobart Town

12th Wednesday Morning hazy with Stiff breezecameon to blow a completehurricanehove too under
closereefed Maintopsail and Storm Staysail. Sealiterally washing over her. A SeaStruck her in theMiddle
watch andmadeher heel over so I thought Shewould [not] right again, it Stovethelongboat inmidship and
washed every thing portablewith it, even thecooks tub of meat that was in Steep for thenext daysDinner.
TheJib got adrift theStay was cut and it let fly: aportion of it held on till Morning: Spliced Main brace.

13th Thursday Galemoderated: madeSail: heavy Seaon. Still batteneddownhovetooat night: expecting
to benear Land: weather Still looking very boisterous: Sighted a rock at midnight: MadeSail.

14th Friday Sighted Land at daylight Stood along the coast all day: made the entrance of the River
Derwent1. At dusk wind foul andcommencedbeatingwhick lastedall night: firedSeveral Gunsfor aPilot but
none came out. Weather very Squally: people up all night: Spliced Main brace. This being Van Diemans
Land2 I couldnot help Thinkingon first Sighting it how many unfortunatebeingshasseenit for thetimewith
a full heart and amelancholy boding that they wereto terminatethier existencein it, outcasts from Society
andaliensfromthier Fatherland, Separated fromWives, ParentsFriendsand fromevery tiethat linksmanto
this vain & Sublunary World. I turned from thescenewith a thankfull remembrancehow much better off I
was than Somethousands of my fellow men.

15th Saturday Pilot cameonboard at 10 AM from which timeup till 8 PM was beating up theRiver and
then Anchored: heartily glad as there had been little or no rest for the last 48 hours and having had an
uncommonly rough passageof 26 Days from Desolation3.

 
1 Latitude43°04'S, Longitude147°23'E.

2 Now Tasmania. Discoveredby Abel Janszoon Tasman (1603–59) 24.11.1642, andnamedby him Van Diemen’sLandt
in honour of theDutch governor in theEast Indies, Anthony Van Diemen.

3 Yves-Joseph deKerguélen-Trémarec(1734–97) discoveredtheislandson 13.2.1772. They werevisitedby JamesCook
in 1776 in HM ShipsResolution andDiscovery whorecorded in hisjournal for 30 December, ‘Thefirst discoverieswithsomereason
imagined it tobeaCapeof aSouthern Continent, theEnglish havesinceprovedthat no such Continent existsandthelandinquestion
is an island of no great extent, which from itssterility I shall Call the Island of Desolation.’ Beaglehole, TheJournalsof Captain
JamesCook, III, pp. 42–3.
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Fig. 14. Chart of Van Diemans Land, 1811. Courtesy UKHO. OCB 1079 A3.



61
16th Sunday Forenoon Beautifull got theDecks to rights and wet clothes Dry: cameon to rain and blow

after Dinner whichcontinued. Couldnot get any freshprovisionsinconsequenceof beingSunday: receiveda
letter from my brother John which much gratified me on account of it informing memy Mother was Still
alive. TheErebus has not yet arrived.

17th Monday Day very fine. MooredShip: in theAfternoonTheErebuscameinandAnchoredbeforedusk.
On her passagewhich wasatempestuousoneShemet anaccident whichwewereall heartily Sorry tohear -
that waslosingMr RobertstheBoatswainwhowaswashedoverboard in theexecutionof hisdutybyaheavy
Sea in agaleof wind. Every exertion wasused to savehis lifebut in vain: heStruggled long for lifeand the
Albatross was seehovering over him ready to devour him. Heis goneand wehaveto deplorethe loss of a
braveman and a thorough Sailor - hehas also left a family to deplorehim1.

18th Tuesday Day unusually fine: unmooredShip andwarpedher up theriver out of Sight of theTown2 to
aconvenient placefor Capn Rosses purpose: Erebus also warped up. Spliced Main bracein theEvening.

19th Wednesday QuiteaSummersDay Thermometer up to63: got theobservatoriesonShoreanderected,
which occupied thewholeof theDay a few hands employed in refitting Ship.

20th Thursday Raining most part of theDay peopleemployed refitting Ship: ObservatoriesCompleted3.
21st Friday Weather fine: refitting.
22nd Saturday Day very fine. Finished Rigging and blacked down.
23rd Augt Sunday Weather very fine: DivineService. Went onshorein theAfternoonSpent averypleasant

Eveningwithmy old friendSergeant Cameronof the51st Regt whomI washappy to find ingoodhealth.The
Town isvery pleasantly Situated: QuiteEnglified4: every thing isvery dear. A Stranger must beparticular in
Selecting his Company, as you dont Know Convicts from freepeople.

24th Monday A most beautiful day. Cameonboardat 1 PM. half inclined tosay I wouldnot leavetheShip
no more.

25th Tuesday Weather fine. Mr Beauman our worthy Boatswain left us thisEvening to join theErebus in
Lieu of Mr Roberts, Drowned, with I think thegood wishes of every person onboard.

26th Wednesday Weather fine: various employments: paid monthly money.
27th Thursday Forepart of theDay fine. Went onshorefor coupleof hourscameon to rain in theEvening.
28th Friday Fine: Miscellaneous.
29th Saturday Heavy Showers: nothing particular. Most of theOfficers at theobservatory: entered one

Seaman5.
30th Sunday Fine: DivineService. Went onshoreafter Dinner: Spent theEveningwithSergeant Cameron

51st [Kings Own Light Infantry] also had apleasant walk round theSuburbs of Hobart Town.
31st Monday Fine. Cameonboardat 9 AM: went onshorein theEvening: went totheconcert at theTheatre

in compy with Sergt Cameron and another friend: somepretty piecesby theBandof the51st Regt. Suppedat
the Canteen received an invitation to dine with Non-commissioned Officers of the51st in a few Days and

 
1 Ross, Voyage, I, p.100. ‘Mr. Roberts, theboatswain, whilst engagedabout therigging, fell overboardandwasdrowned.

Thelife-buoy wasinstantly let go, andtwoboatslowereddown; they reachedthespot wherewesaw him sink only afew secondstoo
late! ... Mr Oakley, mate, and Mr Abernethy, thegunner, had returned to theship with oneboat, when theother, still aconsiderable
distancefrom us, wasstruck by asea, which washed four of thecrew out of her. Mr Abernethy immediately again pushed off from
theship, and succeeded in saving them from their periloussituation, completely benumbedandstupifiedwith cold. Theboatswere,
with much difficulty, owing to the sea that was running, hoisted up, and not until after one of them had been again swamped
alongside.’

2 Hobart Town, Latitude42°53'SLongitude147°20'E.

3 Theshoreobservatory wasbuilt in theGovernment demesne, near thesitefor theproposednew GovernmentHouse,ona
thick bed of sandstone, by aworking party of 200 convicts. Stonepillarsfor theinstrumentswereset in thesandstone bedrock. The
building was 16 feet wide and 48 feet long, constructed of wood without any metal, and completed in 9 days. Theship'sportable
observatorieswerealso landedandset upandobservationsfor themagnetic term days, 27 and28 August taken. Ross, Voyage, I. pp.
108–13.

4 Englify. To makeEnglish, to causeto resembleEnglish personsor manners. OED.

5 Robert Juck, sailmaker,heremaind on board until paid off on return to Woolwich, 23 September. TNA ADM
38/9162.
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attendat theopeningof theRegimental Theatre: which invitation I shall feel proudof Complyingwithif duty
or Sickness does not prevent me.

September
1st Tuesday Remarkably fine. Cameonboard at 9 AM: went onshoreon duty for an hour: Ship caulking.

Oneof thecrew attempted toswimonshorein thefirst Watchbut wasdiscoveredandbrought onboardby the
first Lieutt. I heartily wish hehad got ashoreand never comeback again.

2nd Wednesday Fine: caulking Ship and otherwiserefitting.
3rd Thursday Fine: finished Caulking.
4th Friday Very fine: commenced painting.
5th Saturday Fine. Went onshorefor acoupleof hours.
6th Sunday Most beautifull Day: "DivineService". Sergeant Cameron51st andtwofriendscameonboardin

theAfternoon and spent theEvening with meand happy I was to seethem.
7th Monday Raining all Day.
8th Tuesday Raining. Went on Shore: Dined with the Sergeants of the 51st K O: Spent a very pleasant

afternoon: attended the Regimental Theatre in the Evening and was much amused. TheTheatre is neat &
handsomely got up. The performance went off well. I had every attention paid to me by the Non
Commissioned Officers and particularly by my old friend Cameron.

9th Wednesday Slight Showers. Remained onshore all Day and took long walk round Hobart Town in
Company with St Cameron. Spent theEvening in theCanteen and Kept it up till apretty latehour.

10th Thursday Rainy very hard Cameonboard at 9 AM.
11th Friday Raining: Miscellaneous.
12th Saturday Fine: commenced painting outside.
13th Sunday Raining very heavy all day: amiserableSunday to bein harbour.
14th Monday Tolerably fine. Went on Shore in theafternoon for aCouplehours.
15th Tuesday Very fine: painting. Went onshorein theEveningandspent it withSergt Cameronandafew

military acquaintances Kept it up rather late.
16th Wednesday Extremely fine. Came onboard in the morning after breakfasting with my old friend.

Painted Green inside:
Ship looking remarkably well.

17th Thursday Fine: finished painting: Showery throughout thenight.
18th Friday Very fine. Went onshore in the Afternoon and had a walk round the Observatories and

Government garden along with Sergt Cameron51st Light Infantry didnot think therewasso fineagarden in
theColony: cameonboard at 8 PM.

19th Saturday Fine: Whitewashed Lower Deck.
20th Sunday Very fine: Ship looking remarkably well. Captain comeonboard: Mustered: DivineService.

Sergeant Cameron& somefriendscameonboardandSpent theafternoonwithmewashappy inbeingableto
makethem comfortable.

21st Monday Very fine.
22nd Tuesday Do. Do. Went onshorefor half an hour on duty in theafternoon.
23rd Wednesday Particularly fine. Went onshorein theforenoon, and incompany withSergt Cameron51st

Dined with Mr Morris, the Keeper of the Regimental Canteen, who Kindly (after Dinner) volunteer'd his
servicetoguideSergt Cameronandmyself through the“Bush” up to “Mount Nelson” which isonethousand
feet above the level of the Sea. We arrived at the Semiphore on the top after one hour & a half tolerably
pleasant walk to “ loversof assent:” It however gavemeagoodwarming. Thereisamost splendidviewfrom
theSignal Staff - all theCapesand Bayswith “woodland anddell” for sixty milesround. Hobart-Townand
theRiver Derwent Port Arthur and theCoal Mines areall plainly discernablefrom theTelegraph.

We took Tea with the Man in charge of the Telegraph and then descended. Spent the Evening very
pleasantly in theCanteen: and ultimately Slept there.

24th Thursday Fine. Cameonboard at 8 AM: commenced watering Ship.
25th Friday Fine. Went onshore on duty: the Anniversary of Sailing from Merry England. I am very

thankful for thegoodhealth I haveenjoyed for thefirst year andsincerely hopeswemay all enjoyasgoodfor
theSubsequent.

26th Saturday Squally with heavy Showers.
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27th Sunday Fine: DivineService. Went onshoreafter Dinner hadalongwalk andSpent theEveningvery

pleasantly with my Old Friend Cameron: took aprominent part in making amatch in theMarriageLine.
28th Monday Mild with Spring Showers. Cameonboard at 8 AM.
29th Tuesday Light Spring Showers: Miscellaneous.
30th Wednesday Fine: theLast Day of thefirst month of Spring in Australia: taking in Bread.

October
1st Thursday Showery: nothing extra.
2nd Friday Very warm. Went onshore in theafternoon and had apleasant walk round theSuburbs: came

onboard at 8 PM.
3rd Saturday Showery. Ship visited by Lady Franklin (and other Ladies) the wife of Governor Sir J

Franklin1.
4th Sunday Fine: DivineService: expected somefriends onboard got disappointed.
5th Monday Very fine.
6th Tuesday Fine. Went onshore in the afternoon: had a couple Games of quoits in the Barracks came

onboard at 8 PM.
7th Wednesday Fine. Went to thePoliceOfficein theMorning toclaimtwoDesertersfromtheShip, that

wereapprehended in the"Bush": brought them onboard, they areno acquisition to theship2.
8th Thursday Finevery warm. A very disagreeablecircumstanceocurred last night: threeSeamen onshore

attackedaconstable, Knockedhimdownandultimately Robbedhimof oneDollar.TheCaptainisverymuch
exasperated to think threeof our menwouldbeguilty of suchadisgraceful transaction: they areat present in
Custody of theCivil power which I hopewill deal with them according to theMerits of thecase.

9th Friday Squally. Theabovemen committed to theSessions.
10th Saturday Boisterous: Miscellaneous.
11th Sunday Fine: DivineService. Went onshore in theafternoon: Walked to Newtown Bay3, wherethe

worst Gang of chain convicts in theColony issent: it isamost beautifull Bay and theLand all round is in a
high stateof Cultivation. Returned and took Teawith theCommisary Sergeant and my old friend Cameron
cameonboard at 8 oClock.

12th Monday fine Stiff Breeze. In theafternoon theGovernor andSuitewent onboard theErebusinState:
Erebus Manned Yards: both Ships fired aSalute. Party of Marines went onboard Erebus to form aGuard.
Governor & SuiteDined onboard4.

13th Tuesday Very fine. Went onshorefor an hour in theforenoon.

 
1 Sir John Franklin (1786–1847) joinedtheNavy in 1800 andsaw serviceat thebattleof Copenhagen (1801).Hesailedin

Investigator with Matthew Flindersfor thesurvey of New Holland(Australia) andon theway homein Porpoise waswreckedonthe
coral reef near Cato Bank. He was in Bellerophon at Trafalgar (1805) before being confirmed Lieutenant 11 February 1808. In
command of the hired brig Trent he accompanied Captain Buchan, HMS Dorothea on a voyage of exploration in the vicinity of
Spitsbergen. Thereafter heundertook twoexpeditionsoverland, thefirst to locatetheposition of themouth of theCoppermineRiver
and survey thenorthern coast of Canada in itsvicinity, and thesecond in 1825 to cooperatewith CaptainsBeechey and Parry in a
search for the north-west passage. He was promoted Captain on 20 November 1822 on his return from the first expedition and
Knighted after the second. He was appointed Lieutenant Governor of Van Dieman’s Land, January 1837 and held the post until
November 1843. Hisattemptstoestablish arepresentativeassembly and improvesocial andeducational facilitieswereunpopularwith
the Government from whose point of view his governorship was at best unsuccessful and at worst disastrous. He was however
popular among thecolonists, both settlersand convicts, for hissenseof justiceand compassion. Heended hislife, 11 June1847, in
commandof theErebus, with Captain Crozier in theTerror, in an other attempt to find thenorth-west passage(whichsailedin1845),
before theshipswereabandoned on 22 April 1848. DNB, Cyriax, Sir John Franklin. O’Byrne, A Naval Biographical Dictionary.

2 Cunningham’snotesand theship’ slog record ThomasFarr & William Beautyman, deserters, brought on boardby civil
power. TNA ADM 55/133. They subsequently deserted again, William Beautyman on 19 October 1840, and Thomas Farr on 8
November 1840, both in Hobart. Cunningham’snotesindicatethat Farr wasforgiven hisfirst desertion and theMuster List shows
that hewasre-engaged on 14 October. TNA ADM 38/9162.

3 Latitude42°51'S, Longitude147°19'E.

4 Hobart Town Courier and Van Diemen'sLand Gazette, 16 October 1840. Theparty consistedof Sir John Franklin and
Lady Franklin, Mr andMissCracroft, RevdMr BedfordandLady, Colonial Secretary, Capt Moriarty [thePort Officer] andAide-de-
Camp.
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14th Wednesday Windy. At 5 PM theGovernor andSuitecameonboard inState: bothShipsfiredaSalute:

both Parties of Marines formed aGuard. Governor & c Dined onboard1.
15th Thursday Commenced Victualing. Went onshoreon duty in theAfternoon.
16th Friday Victualling: commenced raining very hard in the afternoon. Went onshore at 9 PM in

consequence of a Swimming onshore:2 was just minutes Late else I should have caught him: had a good
warning. Cameonboard at ½ pt 10 PM.

17th Saturday Victualing: raining very hard all Day. Went onshore in theEvening for onehour.
18th Sunday Fine: Light breezes: DivineService. Spent Eveningonboard: in thefirst watchwrotealetter to

Spain to old comrades.
19th Monday Fine: Miscellaneous.
20th Tuesday Fine: got lines out: and swung3 Ship.
21st Wednesday Squally: compensation money paid. A Whaler coming in got caught inaSquall of Wind

andcarriedher Main& MizenTopmastsover theSide: her mainTopsail YardwashangingacrosstheMain
Stay: in all Shelooked acompletewreck. It was thework of two minutes.

22nd Thursday Fine with Light winds. Went onshore a couple of hours in the afternoon a Shopping:
everything very Dear.

23rd Friday Extremely fine: Sent Marinereturns home.
24th Saturday Very warm. An seriousaccident occurredonboard theErebusin theEveningattendedwith

lossof life. TheCaptn of theHold "Edd Beadle"4 wasemployed in theHoldDryingTankswithCharcoal and
was found Smothered in oneof them5. Hewas aman universally respected by both Ship Companies. Went
onshoreat 9 PM on Duty after aDeserter: apprehended him.

25th Sunday Showery & Muggy. All handswent onboard theErebustohear "DivineService",preachedby
theReverend Mr Bedford. His discoursewas Sound and Reasonableand I may say edifying. Went onshore
and Dined with my old particulars Sergts Cameron and Nerton: walked out to theorphan School which isa
most beautifull building and apparently well Conducted. Cameonboard at 8 PM.

26th Monday Fine: Watering and Victualing. SomeLetters from England cameonboard.
27th Tuesday Fine. At 10 AM Thefuneral our departedcomradetook placeandaMost respectableoneit

was: all the Boats of the expedition followed the Corpse in linewith thier ensigns & pennants flying half
Mast. TheBandandBuglesof the51st withaparty of followers, Met usat theLandingplace. The"Marines"
of Ships formed thefiring party. Thefuneral moved toSt AndrewsChurch6 followedby all theOfficersand
Men of theexpedition and a vast Number of the inhabitants. After churching the Corsewas interred in an
eight foot Grave. TheCoffinwasof thebest EnglishOak polishedandvery handsomely mounted. It wasthe
first English Oak Coffin that had been interred in theChurchYardandexcitedconsiderableadmiration. On
thewholetheGetting up of thefuneral deserved great praiseand much credit isdueto theOfficersfor thier
Kind attentions.

28th Wednesday Fineandvery warmWateringShip. Threeof theShipsCompany whowasinprisonwere
tried and honorableacquitted which very well pleased every person as it rid us of theStain of Theft7.
 

1 Ibid. The party consisted of Sir John Franklin and Lady Franklin, Miss Cracroft, Solicitor General and Lady, A C G
Maclean and Lady, Major Mainwearing, Captain Moriarty and Aide-de-Camp.

2 Wm Beautyman.

3 SeeAppendix 10.

4 ThiswasEdward Bradley, Captain of theHold.

5 Hobart Town Advertiser, 30 October 1840, p. 2. Theinquest on Petty Officer Bradley recorded averdict of accidental
death by suffocation. Hehad apparently fallen into the fireand had onehand burnt off together with ahole in hisside.

6 Hobart Town Advertiser, 30 October 1840, p. 2, says thiswasSaint David’ sChurch.

7 Hobart Town Advertiser, 30 October 1840, p. 2. ‘Thethreesailorswerechargedwith assaultingandrobbingconstable
Boodleof 4s4d. Thewitnesssaid they set upon him, hit him and turned hiscoat over hishead, rifled hispocketsandrobbedhim of
one dollar. Lieutenant McMurdo gave the three sailors an excellent character. The witness proved unreliable. The sailors were
acquitted, and thewitnesswascommitted for trial for perjury at thenext sessions.’
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29th Thursday Fine. Went onshorein forenoon. A GrandBall givenby theinhabitantstotheOfficersof the

expedition. The Long Room in the Custom was prepared for the purpose and by all accounts in a most
Splendid manner: on the outside there was a Device on which was V Crown A. underneath E Anchor T
(meaning Erebus& Terror) lit up withbeautifull variegatedLamps. DancingwasKept up till longafter day
light. Completed watering & Victualling.

30th Friday Cloudy. Went on Shore in theforenoon: making Slight preparations for Sea.
31st Saturday Cloudy. Went onshorein theEvening: Spent thenight withmy oldparticularsat theMilitary

Canteen: cameonboard at 5 AM.
"November" 1840

1st Sunday Fine: DivineService. Spent avery solitary sunday. LargeDinner party in theCabin.
2nd Monday Very warm. Received an invitation to Dine with the Sergeants 51st Light Infantry on

Wednesday.
3rd Tuesday Fine: Miscellaneous.
4th Wednesday Fine. Went onshoreandDinedwith theNonCommissionedOfficersof 51st Light Infantry:

Spent avery pleasant Evening cameonboard at 8 PM.
5th Thursday Guy Fawkes Day. The foundation Stone of the new Government House was Laid in the

Paddock at 3 PM: TheBand of the51st attending, after which Lunch took placeon theGreen: both Ships
weredressed with all thier colors and fired aRoyal Salute: Ships looking well.

6th Friday Fine: bent Sails: preparing for Sea: liberty Stopped.
7th Saturday Completedwithwater: inBoats: got theObservatory onboardandotherwisegettingready for

Sea.
8 Sunday Hazy: DivineService: Ready for Sea.
9th Monday Wind unfavourablefor Sailing: got Bullocks onboard.
10th Tuesday Raining: wind dead on end against us: Pilot onboard.
11th Wednesday Raining and blowing very fresh and Still unfavourable.
12th Thursday At 5 AM got under weigh: ErebusandGovernment Yacht inCompany: aniceleadingwind

down theriver. At onePM theGovernor Sir JohnFranklincameonboard fromtheYacht tobidus goodbye.
He is a nice fatherly old man and is much interested in our welfare: wemanned theRigging and gavehim
three hearty cheers, and one more for coming up. At 6 PM cleared theheads and Stood away ESE with a
Slashing breeze. I must say during my sojourn at Hobart Town that I received great Hospitality, and in all
must givetheEmigrant portionof Hobartonionsagoodname. Theprisoner portion I hadnought todowith. I
wassorry inpartingwithmy oldMilitary Companionsof the51st Light Infantry someof whomI hopeI Shall
meet again. Cameon to blow very fresh in thenight: reefed Topsails.

Raining very hard.
13th Friday Cloudy: Slashing breeze running right before it. Studding Sails low and aloft: Erebus in

Company: carried away lower Studding Boom.
14th Saturday Squally and rainey: cameon toblow very hard in theafternoon: Killedoneof theBullocks:

had anasty Job in Cutting him up: Erebus in company.
15th Sunday Very fine: DivineService: agreat quantity of Albatrossflyingabout: Erebus incloseCompy.

16th Monday Particularly fine: wind right aft: Studding Sails both sides: aird Bedding and Scrubbed
Hammocks. Passed a largeSchool of Porpoises: Night air very cold: Erebus in company.

17th Tuesday Stiff breeze: very hazey all Day with Squalls.
18th Wednesday Slashingbreeze: Squally with rainandhail: going7 & 8 under her Topsailsand foresail:

air getting cool.
19th Thursday Squally with rain: hovetoo at Night being in theVicinity of Land.
20th Friday Squally: Sighted Auckland Island1 in theMorning watch: boredown upon it, and ultimately

 
1 Ross, Voyage, I. pp. 137–8. ‘Auckland Islands [Latitude50°45'S, Longitude166°05'E] werediscovered by Abraham

Bristow, commander of the ship Ocean, asouthern whaler belonging to MessrsEnderby, on 18th of August, 1806, during athird
voyage round the world, and is recorded in the log-book, from which, by the kindness of C. Enderby Esq., of Greenwich I am
permitted tomakethefollowingextract:- “Moderate" and"clear": at daylight saw land, bearingwest by compass, extendingroundto
thenorth as far asN.E. by N., distant from thenearest part about nineleagues. Thisisland or islands, asbeing thefirst discoverer, I

shall call LordAuckland's(my friendthrough my father)...@ Captain Bristow again visited theseislandsin 1807 in theshipSarah,also
belonging to MessrsEnderby: hethen took formal possession of them and landed somepigs, which haveincreased in numbersin a
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anchored in1 harbour at 2 PM after beating up four hours. It is acommodiousharbour after you get up; the
endchannel is interruptedby TwoSmall Islands: thegreatest portionof theLandappearstobecoveredwith
brush wood. Thereisalso sometolerably highTrees. Thereisagreat quantity of seabirds. Onagreenpatch
near the water Side abreast of where we Anchored there was a Staff and Red flag flying and a bottle
containing lettersat thebottom: also theremainsof somehutsbuilt2 by someformer voyagers, andaGrave
with across to mark theSpot.

21st Saturday Squally with rain: got theObservatoriesonshore3. Thereissomefish asacouplehasbeen
caught. Either thefrenchor YankieshasplantedsomeVegetableswhicharethriving fast: cameon toblowa
galeof wind in thenight.

22nd Sunday Galecontinued all day with heavy Squalls of hail & rain: "DivineService".
23rd Monday Tolerably fair: Observatories completed: heavy Squalls at Night with hail & rain.
24th Tuesday Squally with hail and rain: commenced Watering Ship.
25th Wednesday Heavy Squalls with hail & rain. Saw several Whales in theBay: Somewild catsseen in

theBush.
26th Thursday Squally with hail and Rain: Several Whales in theBay: rough night.
27th Friday Raining all Day & Night: Weather very disagreeable
28th Saturday Tolerably fine: went down the harbour, Shooting: had some fine Sport: Shot Several

Albatros: a great many Penguins & Shag caught & Shot: had a desperateengagement with a largeSeal. I
brokemy Fusil in endeavouring to Kill him. Hemadegreat resistanceafter having threeRifles Balls and a
dischargeof Shot in his head: hewas SKinned and his head brought onboard: his heart and liver was most
excellent eating. Therearesomevery pretty Singing Birds in theBush of aSmall Dark color.

29th Sunday Fine: "DivineService". A huntingparty went onshorein theafternoongot plenty of Albatros,
Penguins and other birds also someEggs.

30th Monday Fine. TwoBoatsCrewsandSomeOfficerswent Seal hunting fishingandShooting: brought
5 Seals and aMultiplicity of Birdsof variousKinds: young Albatrosoff theNest: only got threeSmall fish
after hauling theSeinethreetimes.

December 1840
1st Tuesday Fine for this part: SKinning birds all Day. Some person Set fire to theBush in various parts
which Spread and at night had a most beautifull effect some parts looked like an illumination other like
Streets and tiers of Gas Lamps in perspectiveand various other handsomefigures4.

2nd Wednesday Squally with rain: employedSKinningbirdsall day. SomeGoatsPigs& Sheeplandedand
left on theIsland for breeding or otherwise5. Somewild Pigs Shot by theErebus's.
  
surprising manner.’

William Eden (1744–1814) was created 1st Baron Auckland (Ireland) in 18.11.1789 and Baron Auckland of West
Auckland, County Durham, 22.5.1793. Hehadadistinguishedcareer asaMember of Parliament, Ambassador andPresident of the
Board of Trade(1806–7). Mosley, Burke'sPeerage.

1 LaurieHarbour. Ross, Voyage. I. p. 132.

2 Seenote to 3 December, below.

3 Astronomical, magnetic and tidal observationswere taken. Ross, Voyage, I. pp. 152–3. Rossalso wroteareport to Sir
John Franklin on thesuitability of both AucklandandCampbell Islandsfor afuturepenal settlement. HeconcludedthatAucklandwas
very suitableandCampbell Islandslightly lessso, but advisedthat afurther inspection shouldbemadesincehewasnot familiar with
all therequirements for such asettlement. UKHO OD 293.

4 Ross, Voyage, I. p.153. ‘Someof our officersfinding it very laboriouswalking through thedensebrushwoodintheirway
to the western hills, opened a road by setting fire to thedried grassand sticks, which being fanned by astrong breeze, spread with
great rapidity in all directions, burning a great part of the wood near which our Observatory was fixed; but fortunately did not
approach to within half amileof it. Thewholecountry appeared in ablazeof fireat night. Thesceneasviewed from our shipswas
described asoneof great magnificenceandbeauty. It wasneverthelessathoughtlessprank, andmight havebeen productiveof great
mischief, besidesdestroying so much valuablewood.’

5 Sheep, pigs, poultry andrabbitstogether with cabbage, turnips, mustardandcress, radish andotherseeds,andgoose-berry
andcurrant bushes, raspberry andstrawberry plantsweredistributedover theislandby partiesfromErebus andTerror.Ross,Voyage,
I. p. 151.
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Fig. 15. Chart of Auckland Island and Campbell Island, 1823. Courtesy UKHO. OCB 1114 A1.
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3rd Thursday Squally with light Showers of rain. Went onshoreto wash. Saw Somebeautifull P 1 in the
bush. In looking round fell inwith theGraveof aFrenchmanwithacrossover it andthefollowinginscription
in french:

"Cigit"
Armand Francois

- Regnt. Mort le14 Mai 1839 -2

cut [in] thecross. TheDoctor3 Shot afineWildSow whichappeared tohaverecentlybeengivingMilk.Came
on to blow very hard in theEvening with rain and Sleet: wind continued all night.

Fig. 16. Rendezvous Harbour, Auckland Island, from Ross, Voyage, I. f.p. 153

4th Friday Blowing agaleall day: Miscellaneous.
5th Saturday Fine. Hunting party went down theHarbour got plenty of Game: lots of Albatros and one

Seal.
6th Sunday Fineclear day: blowing rather fresh: "DivineService".
7th Monday Blowing fresh with rain: Observatoriesbrought onboard: preparing for Sea: By somemeans

theBullock wehadgrazingon theSmall Island in theMiddleof theHarbour got inthewater andSwamtothe
Main Land a distance of above a Mile: by chance he was seen by one of the people and Consequently
recover'd: otherwisehad hegot in theBush thechances arewewould havenever seen him.

 
1 Space left blank

2 Cigît = Here lies. Regnt (régiment) possibly meaning a serviceman, or it might be Negnt standing for Négociant =
Merchant. Two French whaling expeditions from LeHavrewere in thisareain 1839, onecommanded by AntoineLeBailly in the
Manche which visited theAucklandIslandsworkingout of Port Ross(themodern nameof thebay in which Erebus andTerror were
anchored), and theother under JamesWalch and AlphonseDoucet in Adèleand Harmonie, which constructed ahut in Port Ross.
Headland, Chronological List, p. 146. It would seem probable that Armand Francoiswasfrom oneof theseexpeditions, sincethe
only other possibleexpedition, that of Dumont D’Urville in Astrolabe and Zélée wasnot in thisarea in May 1839.

3 Presumably John Robertson theship’ ssurgeon, although it might havebeen the assistant surgeon David Lyall.
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8th Tuesday Finenearly a calm: Swung1 Ship: Killed our bullock: preparing for Sea: cameon to rain at

night.
9th Wednesday Raining all day with adensefog: rain continued all night.
10th Thursday Raining all theforepart of theday: cleared up in theAfternoon: hunting party went away

brought plenty of Gamewith them.
11th Friday Morning fine: unmoored Ship at 5 AM: Shortened in: cameon to blow veeredcableagain: in

theafternoon Sudden Squalls with rain.
12th Saturday Got under weighat 5 AM: ErebusinCompany: amost beautiful Morning: middleof theday

hazey: Evening fine, wind right aft: "Spliced Mainbrace": a few Seabirds flying about.
13th Sunday Fine: Sighted Campbells2 Island at 7 AM: commenced beating up the Harbour at 10 and

continuedbeatinguntil 6 PM whenShip got aground inStays, onareef that runsout: hoveher aback3 andgot
an Anchor out astern and used every other means in our power to get her off but of no avail as theTidewas
ebbing: commencedpumping thefreshwater out of theTanksto lightenher andcontinuedall night: at ½past
3 AM of the14th Succeeded ingettingher off without any injury at highwater andsafely Anchoredher after
which thepeopleturned in for afew hoursrest - athingwhich they muchwanted. TheErebusKindlysent her
boats to assist us herself having touched twicein getting [in]: theafter part of the[day] clearingup theShip
andwatering: got thesmall observatory onshore. It isafineharbour about four mileupwithdeepwater close
in to theshoreall theway up except wherethereef runsout. TheLand isvery highonbothsidescoveredwith
broom and in all avery handsomeplace: avast quantity of albatrosall along thecoast andat theentranceof
theHarbour. SomeThousandsof Penguinsrangedalong likeSoldiers: thereisplenty of runsof freshwater.

15th Tuesday Fine: filledup withWater. Went onshoreShooting: hadavery fatigueingDaysclimbingover
theHills& through theBush (yet withal pleasant) fell inwithbirdsof nodescriptionSaveAlbatroson thier
nexts, got plenty of Eggs from them. Observatory cameonboard in theEvening.

16th Wednesday Fine: Miscellaneous.
17th Thursday Morning wet & windy: got under weigh at 9 AM with a fine breeze Stood away to the

Southward: Erebus in closecompany.
18th Friday Finebreezegoing under Snug Sail.
19th Saturday Hazey with rain: acalm in theEvening with thick rain.
20th Sunday A very uncomfortableday: blowing fresh with avery heavy Seaon: obliged to bebattened

down Ship rolling heavily and taking Green Seas right over her.
21st Monday Fine: heavy Sea on: Sounded: hardly any night discernible: Erebus in close Company. A

Strangecontrast between the21st of December hereandEngland; herewehaveit all daylight thereonlyafew
hours.

22nd Tuesday Nearly acalmall day: oneof theErebus'sCutterscamealongside: air cold light fall of snow
in theafternoon.

23rd Wednesday Light Squalls with Snow. Seen a few Penguins in theforenoon which looked as if there
was land in the Vicinity it being rather an unusual thing to see them so far at Sea. Drawing near the 60th

Degreeof Latitude: canpercievenoNight andonly acoupleof hourstwilight, whichmakesit rather pleasant:
Erebus in closecompany closed hauled: breezeTop Gallants.

 
1 SeeAppendix 10.

2 Latitude52°32'S, Longitude169°11'E. Discovered in 1810 by Captain Frederick Hasselbourgh, inthebrigPerseverance,
andnamedby him for hisemployers, Robert Campbell andCo. of Sydney. Bailey andSorensen, SubantarcticCampbell Island, p.7.

3 I.e. braced thesailsso that thewind wason their forward surfaces in order to maketheship go astern.
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Fig. 17. South Harbour, Campbell Island, from Ross, Voyage, I. f.p.156.

24th Thursday Christmas Eve: avery fineday, and Spent pleasantly.
25th Friday Christmasday: avery disagreeableDay: blowingand rainingveryhardall day: Ship"hovetoo"

under closereefedMn Topsail ForeSail & StormStaysail. Spent theDay ascomfortablyascouldbeexpected
under existing circumstances; had plenty to Eat & Drink.

26th Saturday Weather Still hazy with a Strong breeze and light rain Ship "hove too": Erebus in close
Compyy.

27th Sunday Blowing agalewith Sleet & rain: TremendousSeaon: StoveQr Boats: obliged toget oneof
theWhaleBoats inboard: theother nearly brokein two halves. Laying too: Battened down fore& aft: Sea
washing clean over her: amost miserable Sabbath.

28th Monday Fine: madeSail. In theEvening Sighted & passed several IceBergs: oneavery largeoneI

Should Say 12 miles in circumferenceand ahundred feet abovethelevel of theSea; it wasSomething after
the Shape of a dismasted Ship: a light Snow Squall off it. Erebus in closecompany. continuous daylight:
Thermometer 2 points below freezing.

29th Tuesday Very fine: passedagreat many Icebergs, somevery Small Somevery large: becalmed in the
Afternoon: Horizon very clear. Saw Several black Whales somevery large.

30th Wednesday Fine: Light Wind and Mild partially becalmed. Captn went onboard theErebus: a few
Icebergs: afew Solitary Seabirdhovering round: Saw onewhale. Sounded: got Soundingwith1540fathoms
Spun Yarns.

31st New YearsEve FineStiff breezein theforenoon: light windsin theAfternoon: passedafew Icebergs
mostly very large: in theEvening Saw aquantity of broken Iceto Leeward. In theAfternoon got within the
Antarcticcircle: being farther South thaneither "French" or "Yankies"1 andstill havingevery prospect of an
open Season. At ten minutesbefore12 PM theSun began to emergefrom below thehorizon as if it wereto
welcomein theNew Year. At 12 thehands wereturned up to "SpliceMain Brace" and welcome1841.
 

1 Ross, Voyage, I. p. 113. ‘Themost interesting newsthat awaited uson our arrival at Van Diemen’sLandrelated to the
discoveriesmade, during the last summer, in thesouthern regionsby theFrench expedition, consisting of theAstrolabeand Zelée,
under the command of Captain Dumont D’Urville, and by the United States expedition, under Lieutenant Charles Wilkes, in the
frigateVincennes.’ Rossgoeson todetail thediscoveriesof theFrench expedition andhisappreciation of Wilkes'swritingtohimand
sending him achart of hisdiscoveries. Ibid. pp. 114–6.
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- January 1841 -

1st Friday Fine: passed agreat quantity of broken Iceand Several LargeIcebergs. Had anew Suit of Box
cloth Issued toeachmanwithWater BootscomfortersBoot Hose& c which I consider avery handsomeNew
Years gift. "Spliced "Main Brace": Capn Ross came onboard in the afternoon for a Short time. A great
quantity of Snow Icefloatingabout andSeveral Icebergs: closehauledand tackedSeveral times.Spent avery
pleasant and comfortableDay, considering every thing. Stood in for the Ice in thefirst watch but could not
penetrate: A number of Whales seen oneSeal.

2nd Saturday Foggy with light rain Sleet and Snow: Stood close in to the edge of the Ice but found no
apparent Inlet, thebody of it being of great extent; a largequantity of drift Icewhich madeour bonesrattle
again, blowing fresh in theafternoon.

3rd Sunday Foggy: wet and blowing: "Divine Service": at Divisions the people mustered in thier new
clothingand looked remarkably well andHealthy. Passedsomevery largeIcebergs: someIceBirdsall White:
oneor two Whales Spouting in theAfternoon.

4th Monday Fine: theafternoon and Evening particularly So. At one time therewas fifty eight largeIce
bergs in Sight besides Small ones some of them very fantastically formd and presented a most romantic
appearance. The Horizon extremely clear the Sun well above it at 10 PM. Close hauled. Erebus in close
Company: Steering ESE.

5th Tuesday Fine: freshbreeze. MadetheEdgeof theIceat 8 AM entered; passed throughSeveral driftsof
Hummocky IceSomepackedvery closeandmilesthrough: passed throughSomefineleadsof openwater got
theAnchorsStowed flukesinboard: someof thedrift Icegaveusvery clumsy cracksonthebows,but without
injury. Seen two or three Seals laying asleep on the drift Ice very comfortably; two Penguins passed on
another piece. This isvery pretty Sailing requiringgreat tact andnicety inConning theShip through theIce:
theHorizon very clear. Theprincipal portion of theIceappears to [be] Snow Iceand in a rotten State.

6th Wednesday Fine: forepart of theDay fell inwithSomegood leadsof clear Water: in theafternoonwas
obliged to heave too in consequenceof falling in with the Iceso closepacked wecould not penetrate. The
Captainwent onboard theErebusandoneof theBoatscrew nearly lost his lifeby fallingoverboardhavinga
great quantity of clothes on and thewater being extremely Cold. Hegot chilled and was just Sinking at the
moment hewaspickedup1. Laying tooall night: Seen great many Penguinson theIceof adifferent Specieto
any wehaveSeen at any of theIslands.

7th Thursday Fine: Laying too all day. At 8 PM the Icebegan to open to theSouthward: MadeSail: Ice
apparently breaking up fast: SomePenguinson thedrift Ice: passedSomePancakeIce-Icewhich isof fresh
formation2. Lay too theafter part of theNight.

8th Friday A deadcalm: Laying tooall theforenoon, in theAfternoongot an IceAnchor out andmadefast
to aberg. Seen avery largeSeal on theIceat aDistance; went in theGig tocapturehim, onapproaching the
Icebergonwhichhewashemerely raisedhisheadand lookedat usasif hewasamased. I wasfirst ontheIce
andStruck himon theHeadwithahandspikewhichKnockedhimdownafter which the2nd Master put aball
though hishead. Hebledprofusely: got him in theboat andbrought himonboard. Capn Rosscameonboard
and after examining him Said it wasadifferent Specieto any hehad Seen couldnot findany ear or organof
hearing3: it measured 8 feet 6 Inches in length: to bepreserved as a Specimen. MadeSail at 8 PM: Seen a
great many Penguins on the Ice Some of which was Shot and brought onboard. During the night the Ice
entirely cleared away

 
1 Ross, Voyage. I. p.179. ‘One of the boat’ s crew fell overboard, and although quite unable to swim, hefloated on the

surfacewithout an effort until picked up by oneof our boats, no worsefor hiscold immersion. McCormick, Voyages. I. p. 148. At
ninep.m., astheboat wasbeing hauled up alongside, .. oneof theTerror'screw fell overboard from thegangway; thelife-buoy was
immediately let go, and theport-quarter boat lowered, into which, being on deck at thetime, I jumped asshewasin theact of being
lowered in the falls, and afterwards from her into theTerror'sboat, which had just picked up thepoor fellow only ashort distance
astern of theship. After changing hiswet clothes, and getting him between warm blankets, and into ahammock, hesoon recovered
from theeffectsof hismorethan usually coldbath. Wefortunately werehove-toat thetime, in an openingof water amongst theice.’

2 Modern definition from Armstrong, Illustrated Glossary. p. 31. ‘PancakeIce. Piecesof new ice usually approximately
circular, about 30 cm to 3 m across, and with raised rimsdueto thepiecesstriking against each other.’

3 Confirmed by Dr Robertson who dissected it. Ross, Voyage, I. p. 181
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9th Saturday Blowing very fresh: noappearancewhatever of Ice: aheavy Seaon. Topsailsclosereefed. It

appearstomethat theIcewehavepassed isabarrier of drift Ice, whichhasbeenblownaway with theheavy
winds. In theafternoon and Evening blowing very hard: Seaapparently Rising: Weather thick with hail &
Sleet: in thefirst watch blowing almost agale.

10th Sunday Blowing fresh in theforepart of theDay: Moderated in theafternoon: MadeSail: Eveningvery
fine: in the70th degreeof Latitude. No appearanceof Icewhich givesusgood heart: Seen Several Penguins
Jumping and oneWhaleSpouting: closehauled.

11th Monday At 3 AM Sighted very high landaheadcappedwithSnow. Stood for it anddidnot get close
to it until 8 PM: it must havebeenat least 60 milesfromusat first sight1. It appearstobealargetract of land
principaly of a towering height: void of all verdureand nearly all covered with Snow. There is a

Fig. 18. View of VictoriaLand, by J. E. Davis, second master HMSTerror. Courtesy UKHO. Folio 7c
p.52

great quantity of Ice adhering to it and some very large "bergs" cannot say what it will becalled2 as its
extent is not ascertained yet and no boat been ashore. Standing off & on: at at night Kept away and Stood
down to Leeward running along theLand.

12th Tuesday Hazy withSleet andSnow. A boat fromeach [ship] effectedaLandingand took possession
in the name of our gracious Majesty hoisting theEnglish Colors & c and drinking theQueens health3. The
Shorewasliteraly coveredwithPenguinsSomeof whichwasbrought onboard4. Thereareseveral Islands&

 
1 Ross, Voyage. I. p. 183. ‘ ... soon after 2 A.M. theofficer of thewatch, Lieutenant Wood, reported that thelanditself was

distinctly seen directly ahead of theship.
‘ It rose in lofty peaks, entirely covered with perennial snow; it could be distinctly traced from S.S.W. to S.E. by S (by

compass), and must havebeen more than onehundred milesdistant when first seen.
‘Thehighest mountain of thisrangeI namedafter Lieutenant-Colonel Sabine, of theRoyal Artillery, Foreign Secretary of

theRoyal Society, oneof thebest andearliest friendsof my youth, andtowhom thiscomplement wasmoreespecially due, ashaving
been thefirst proposer and oneof themost activeand zealouspromotersof theexpedition.’

2 Ross, Voyage. I. p. 248. ‘Thewholeof thegreat southern land wehad discovered, and whosecontinuity wehad traced
from the seventieth to the seventy-ninth degreeof latitude, received thenameof our Most GraciousSovereign Queen Victoria, as
being the earliest and most remote southern discovery since Her Majesty's accession to the throne.’ Shown on the chart in Ross,
Voyage. II. at end asSouth Victoria, and now called VictoriaLand.

3 Ross, Voyage, I. p. 189 .‘Theceremony of taking possession of thesenewly-discovered lands, in thenameof our Most
Gracious Sovereign, Queen Victoria, was immediately proceeded with; and on planting the flag of our country amidst the hearty
cheersof our party, wedrank thehealth, long lifeandhappinessof Her Majesty andHisRoyal HighnessPrinceAlbert.Theislandwas
named Possession Island. It issituated in lat. 71°56'S, and long. 171°7'E.’

4 Robertson, A few General Remarks, pp. 42–5. ‘A signal from theErebus announced Captain Ross'sintention to land.
Captain Crozier and a few of the officers were soon on their way to the shore ... a rapid current was found sweeping through the
channel which divided the islands; it carried with it heavy streams of ice, agitating the sea in the most tumultuous manner, and
presentingasurfacesimilar to that of thePortlandracein afresh gale. Thisrenderedthesituation of theboatsfar fromagreeable: ...At
thisstageof our progressthechiefsof theexpedition consultedon what wasbest tobedone, anddeterminedtorun to leewardof the
western island. Erewehad gonefar wewere fortunateenough to find an opening through theouter stream of ice, which theboats
immediately took ... theboats reached theshoreat noon.

‘When somedistanceoff shore, our olfactory nerveshadbeen most offensively assaultedby certain effluviafromtheland,
the cause of which we could not then define; but, on mounting the icy cliffs, it becameapparent that it proceeded from numerous
carcasesof youngpenguins, which lay in astateof putrefaction all around, together with an immenseaccumulationof thebirds'dung,
probably somefeet, or even yards, in depth.

‘No description of minecan givean adequateideaof thespectaclewhich awaited ushere; thewholesurfaceof theisland
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Rocks detached but theextent of theLand is not ascertained as you could seemountains rishing abovethe
clouds as far theEyecould carry you. 2 PM Stood away to theNorthwards and Eastward: Erebus in close
Company.

This is furthest Land discovered to theSouthward it being in 72 South.
13th Wednesday Blowing almost a gale: close reefed Topsails & courses Tacking off & on the Land:1

heavy Sea on. Dined off oneof thePenguins and very fine it was - it was cooked in aSeaPiehad no taste
whatever of fish as someof them had I haveeat.

Fig. 19. Mount Sabineand Possession Island, Discovered 11th January, 1841, From Ross, Voyage, I.
f.p. 183.

14th Thursday Blowing hard [all] day heavy seaon: beating off theLand: moderated a little in Evening:
seen several Whaleand a few Penguins.

15th Friday Fine: Stiff breezeendeavouring tobeat towindwardof theLand, but gainingvery little.When
theSunShineon theLand it hasavery Splendidappearance. It beingof suchagreat height andentirely clad
in Snow with numerous Small Islands detached from themain body - I may call them Rocks.

16th Saturday Blowing fresh: heavy Seaon: very cold: beatingoff theLandhardly holdingour own: wind
freshened in theafternoon reefed foresail & Topsails. Freezing very Sharp: every Rope frozen and Icicles
hanging from all theRigging and Gear: Ship labouring agood deal.

17th Sunday Breezemoderatedat 10 AM MadeSail: turnedout very finein theafternoon& Evening: Ship
Stretching along theLand, but not gainingMuch. SeenoneWhaleSpouting, andoneSolitary Penguin. This

  
being onemassof living creatures(Aptenodytes). Old and young weresquatted on theground in numerousgroups, and so thickly
packed, that it wasalmost impossible to moveafoot without treading on them.

‘Wewerenot long on shorebeforewewerecalled from our variousoccupationsto assist in avery interesting ceremony,
namely, that of drinking Her most graciousMajesty'shealth, and taking possession of thisAntarctic land, in Her Majesty'sname.’

1 C. J. Sullivan, SPRI MS367/22 ‘WemadeMount Sabrina [Sabine] Rising Gradually from theSeaShore to the
Enormousheight of Sixteen Thousand Eight Hundred and ninety feet high [11,883 ft. Antarctic Pilot p. 240]. I could compare it
to nothing Elsebut theSpier of aChurch drawn out to aregular taper point Protruding through theClouds.’
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has been thefirst fineSunday afternoon wehavehad sinceweleft Hobart Town.

18th Monday Fine: Sounded got Soundings1: tacked Ship: nearly in the73rd degreeof LatitudeAir very
cold.

19th Tuesday Very fine: forenoon acalm which brought a fair wind in theAfternoon and westood away
before it with Royals & Studding Sails low & aloft, both Sides, a thing wehavenot lately done. Standing
along theLand which Still continues to run about theSameheight aswhenwefirst sighted it. Passedahigh
[cape]2 in thefirst Watch fromthefoot of which thelandgradually risesagain, andnear asfar astheEyewill
carry & and entirely clad in Snow.

20th Wednesday Wind very Variable. Still tracking along the Land: weathered a high Cape in the first
Watch: passedafieldof Icein theMorning. ThisDay theMidship Binswasremovedwhichmakesthelower
[deck] much morecomfortableand Roomy in fact it is not likethesameDeck.

21st Thursday Very fine: tackedoff & on theLand: in the74th degreeof Latitude. In thefirst WatchaSeal
came up along the Ship and actually tried to climb up the side. He came up several times and at last got
wounded with a rifleball.

22nd Friday Stiff breeze: tacking off theLand: breezefreshened in thefirst watch.
23rd Saturday Very roughwithSnow & hail. Spliced "Mainbrace" in theEvening inconsequenceof being

farther South than any (Known) human being has been - which is "a feather in our Caps".
24th Sunday Weather very boisterouswithSnow Sleet & hail: Ship rollingheavily andall theropesfroze.

A very unpleasant Sabbath nearing the 75th degree of Latitude and water still open and no Ice in Sight:
thought Land was seen ahead in Evening - but cameon hazy.

25th Monday Fine: Stiff breeze: at 2 AM SightedLand: Standingonon to it all day. It Seemsalongtract of
very high Land and covered with Snow. In thefirst Watch put about not far from theLand and therewasa
dense quantity of Iceadhering to it: in tacking rent the foretopsail unbent it & bent another: freezing very
Keen.

26th Tuesday Tolerably finebut very cold workingoff theLandmakingalittleSouthing: anSmall Island
on theweather beam in thefirst watch.

27th Wednesday Fine: Sighted some Islands ahead the first of which the Captains Landed on and
christened3 it giving threecheers and drinking theQueens health. It is a high Island Rock entirely covered
with Snow except theSeafacesof it. Theboats hadhardwork toeffect alanding4: therewasnobirdsof any
Kind: it is nearly in 76 South. Passed Somevery largeIcebergs: got foul of aSmall onewhich carried away
our Dolphin Striker & BobStay.
 

1 Ross, Voyage, I. pp. 199–200. ‘Obtained soundings in two hundred and thirty fathoms, Small stonesand shellswith
some pieces of coral and a crustaceous animal (nymphon gracile), common in the Arctic Seas, cameup in the lead. .. TheTerror
which was less than amiledistant from us, having found only onehundred and seventy-four fathomson asandy bottom.’

2 CapeWheatstone, Ross, Voyage, I. p. 203. Latitude72°37'S., Longitude170°13'E.

3 Ross, Voyage, I. pp. 214–5. ‘Weproceededat oncethereforeto takepossession of theisland in dueform;andtothegreat
satisfaction of every individual in the expedition, I named it “Franklin Island;” in compliment to His Excellency Captain Sir John
Franklin, of theRoyal Navy....

‘Franklin Island issituate in lat. 76ð°8ð¢S., long. 168ð°12ð¢E.’

4 Robertson, A few General Remarks, pp. 50–1. ‘ ... our chiefsbeingdeterminedtoeffect alandingsomewhere.Aftermuch
examination, theonly placelikely to favour their desirewasthetrap dyke... andto thisthewhale-boat wasbacked: but such wasthe
riseandfall of thewaves, that alandingwasalmost despairedof, when Captain Rossstoodup in theboat, restinghishandonCaptain
Crozier's shoulder, and evidently resolved for a spring at whatever risk. ... and instantly springing upon the shelf of the dyke, he
quickly succeeded in scrambling up therock, whilst theangry seadashed itsspray upon hisheels. It wasnow Captain Crozier'sturn,
and he, watching hismoment with aseaman'seye, alsogot cleverly uptheicy rocksclear of danger: but it wasnot sowith many that
followed; for not withstanding thekind-hearted Captain had considerately madeoneend of alinefast to arock, andthrew theother
into theboat, toenabletheofficersto landwith greater safety, twowereovertaken by thewaves, andhadthey not fortunatelyhadhold
or the line, they must havebeen washed away. A third, being lesscautious, madehisspring on therock without taking hold of the
rope; theseacaught him, and instantly overwhelmedhim, to thegreat horror of all. On hisreappearing, paleandexhausted,hewasso
closeto theboat that oneof theseamen caught him, andsoon placedhim safely amongst hismany anxiousshipmates....CaptainRoss
... instantly and authoritatively forbadeall further attemptsat landing.

‘ It isdueto poor Jack to state, that no sooner wasthehalf drowned young man lifted into theboat, than thekind-hearted
sailors had him stripped of all his wet clothing, each vying with the other who should be the first to divest himself of his flushing
jacket, for hisprotection and comfort; and with the temperatureof theair at 18ðE Fahrenheit, theseabeing 30ðE.’
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Fig. 20. Beaufort Island and Mount Erebus, Discovered 28th. January, 1841, from Ross, Voyage, I.
f.p.216.

28th Thursday Very fine. Sighted Land ahead in the Morning of a very lofty appearance and on
approaching it discovered in thehighest Peak of it aVolcanicerruption. It wouldShew first withavolumeof
Smoke, asdark asPitchwhichwouldgradually becomeof alighter hueand then theFlamewouldburst forth
with great fury for sometime, after which it would Subsidefor afew minutesand then reappear again. The
Island is of agreat height Peaky and entirely covered with Snow except theSides of theburning Mountain
which [are] black which I supposeisowing to thehot Lavaissuing fromthemouthof theCratur and falling
down itsSides. Thereisavalley between thetwohighest Peaks, inwhich thereisadenseLabyrinthof Smoke
[which] presents a very romantic feature in thegeneral view of the Island1. It lays in about 77 S L. 174 E
Longe2, andseveral other Islandsin it vicinity; bothShipsKept away toLeewardof it and foundabodyof Ice

 
1 Hooker, Notes, p. 271. ‘Thewater and thesky wereboth asblue, or rather more intensely blue than I haveever seen

them in the tropics, and all thecoast onemassof dazzlingly beautiful peaksof snow, which, when thesun approachesthehorizon,
reflected themost brilliant tintsof golden, yellow andscarlet; andthen toseethedark cloudof smoke, tingedwith flame, rising from
thevolcano in aperfect unbroken column; onesidejet-black, andtheother givingback thecoloursof thesun, sometimesturningoff
at aright angleby somecurrent of wind, andstretchingmany milesto leeward! Thiswasasight, sosurpassingevery thingthatcanbe
imagined, and so heightened by theconsciousnessthat wehavepenetrated, under theguidanceof our commander, into regionsfar
beyond what was ever dreamed practicable, that it really caused a feeling of awe to steal over us, at the consideration of our own
comparativeinsignificanceandhelplessness, andat thesametimean indescribablefeelingof thegreatnessof theCreator intheworks
of hishand.’

2 Return to an Addressof theHonourableTheHouseof Commonsdated 26 August 1841 - for, Copiesof such Extracts
fromtheDespatch of Captain JamesRossfrom Van Diemen’sLand etc. ‘… Still steering to thesouthward, early next morning,the
28th, amountain of 12,400 feet abovethelevel of theseawasseen, emitting flameandsmokein splendidprofusion.Thismagnificent
volcano received thenameof Mount Erebus.

‘ It is in latitude 77°32'S. and longitude 167°E.; an extinct crater to the eastward of Mount Erebus, of a somewhat less
elevation, wascalled Mount Terror.’
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adhering to it and running away in aSoutherly direction as far asyou could See. To look along it youwould
think it was a high wall built in the Ocean: I should think it was fifty feet high and looked grand in
perspective. Sailing along it all night with Studding Sails Low & aloft. Night particularly fineSun Shining
Strong1.

29th Friday Fine. Sailing along thegreat Barrier of Ice2 all day: at 8 PM Wind shifted and wedrifted [to]
theNorthward and lost sight of it: Several Whales Spouting.

30th Saturday Blowing very fresh and freezing very sharp: closehauled: several Whales Spouting.
31 Sunday Finebut very ColdThermometersfalling: passedsomeLargeIcebergs, andabody of drift Ice:

"DivineService".
February

1st Monday Very fine: wind fair: Studding sails set: in theafternoon and Evening a number of Whales
Spouting.

2nd Tuesday Particularly fine: fell in with agreat deal of drift Ice, and avery high Barrier at 8 PM which
obliged us to put about being at that timefarther South than wehad yet been - wewerein about 78 S: very
cold.

3rd Wednesday Tolerably fine: making Northing.

 
1 C. J. Sullivan, SPRI MS367/22. ‘At theSouth East end of Mount Erebusand joining theMain Land of Victorias

continent begins theBarrier or as I should call it natureshandywork, in theevening wecommenced running thinking from the
Declination of theBarrier from thedistant view from theMast head that wemay run it down by midnight. But as far and as fast
aswerun theBarrier appeard theSameShapeand form as it did when weleft themountain. Wepursued aSouth Easterly
Course for adistanceof threehundred milesBut theBarrier appeard  theSameaswhen weLeft theLand.’

2 Ross, Voyage, I. pp. 228. ‘ In thoseregions[theArctic] wehavewitnessedthealmost magical powerof theseainbreaking
up land-ice or extensive floes of from twenty to thirty feet thick, which have in a few minutes after the swell reached them, been
broken up intosmall fragmentsby thepower of thewaves. But thisextraordinary barrier of ice, of probably morethanathousandfeet
in thickness, crushestheundulationsof thewaves, anddisregardstheir violence: it isamighty andwonderful object, far beyondany
thing wecould havethought or conceived... Soon afterwardsseveral icebergswereseen ahead of us: they werechiefly of atabular
form, perfectly flat on top, precipitousin every part, andfrom 150 to200 feet high: they hadevidently at onetimeformedpart of the
barrier, and I felt convinced, from finding them at this season so near the point of their formation, that they were resting on the
ground. Thelineswereimmediately prepared, andwhen wegot amongst them at 3 A.M. thenext morningwehoveto, andobtained
soundings in two hundred and sixty fathoms, on abottom of stiff green mud.’
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Fig. 21. HMSTerror standing along theBarrier, by Commander G. W. G. Hunt, RN.

4th Thursday Fine but very cold Thermometre down to 13: through a great quantity of very grotesque
formed Icewhich presented amost beautifull appearancealong thehorizon: in thedistanceyouwould think
there was Forests of Trees and even Castles and all manner of romantic looking Edifices would present
themselves to your imagination. Passed a number of Seals on the Flaws of Ice laying apparently very
comfortably on thesnow whichcovered thier Topsalsoplenty of Penguins: Somevery largeandSomeKings.
Carried away the Shackle of the Bobstay: at 9 PM made fast to a Flaw of Ice: got another on: took in a
quantity of Icefor thawing to makewater whichemployed thepeopleuntil 2 AM: spliced the"Mainbrace".

5th Friday Everything froze: tacking among theIce: Thawing Icein theCoppersall day andnight: passed
Several Seals& Penguinson theIce: SeenSomeWhalesSpouting. In thefirst watchmadefast toalargeflaw
of Iceand took aquantity onboard for makingwater. Sent aboat after somePenguins: got two,oneof thema
Golden Penguin1 amost beautifull [bird] weighing 57 lb.

6th Saturday Stiff breeze: nasty headSeaon: freezingvery Keen: passedanumber of flawsof drift Ice,and
SomeSeals on them: melting Iceall day and night.

7th Sunday Very fine: nearly acalm: wind fair: DivineService: HandsMustered: peopleall well whichisa
thing wehaveall right to beThankful for - and indeed I hopeweare. Passed Icebergs, Someof whichwere
very large. Boat comefrom theErebus all well onboard with appetitesvery Keen: fall of snow in thenight.

8th Monday Particularly fine: goingbeforethewind. At 8 PM madethegreat Barrier of Iceagain inabout
78 South; hauled in the Lee braces and Stood along it. It is of a great height and the Sea face of it
perpendicular passed: Somedrift Ice: Several Whales SpoutingStoodalong theIceall Night. Seenmoonfor
thefirst timeSinceI havebeen in continual daylight.

9th Tuesday Fine. At four AM wasclosein under theIceWall or barrier inabay and it appeared tometo
be300 feet high: tacked Ship and Stood out again passed through SomePancakeIce: cameon adensefog.
Capn Rosscameonboard: fired Fog Gunsto acquaint theErebuswherewewere: clearedup in theEvening.
Set Studdingsails Standing along the Ice. Seen more Whales to day than I have Seen yet. It was a most
 

1 Probably an Emperor Penguin, Aptenodytes forsteri.
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beautifull Sight toSeethefogclearingaway andromantically formed Icebergsemergingout if itsdisc. It was
aSight to my imagination which few Voyagers has had thechanceof Seeing.

10th Wednesday Tacking among theIce: Seen many whales: weather looking dirty: Making Northing.
11th Thursday A very disagreeableday: Snowing: freezing & blowing: in fact theworst weather wehave

experiencedSinceweleft Hobart Town. ShippingSeasover her and freezingontheDecksall theRopesfroze
and peoples thing wet. Nearly ran over aright whale: passagreat deal of pack Iceand Somevery LargeIce
bergs.

12th Friday Weather nearly the Same as yesterday: passed Some hummocky Ice. Lower Deck very
uncomfortableinconsequenceof want of thoroughair whichwecannot haveinwet weather. I wishShewasa
Main deck Ship. Snowing all night.

13th Saturday Snowingall day: wind fell in theafternoonMadeSail: SquaredYardsand ranaway before.
Large pieces of Ice falling from the Ropes aloft which gathered up and put in the Ice Tank for Thawing.
Erebus in closeCompany.

14th Sunday Sleet and snow falling all day: fresh breeze: DivineService: lower deck very wet.
15th Monday Thesameas Yesterday. MadetheLand1 again in 76 South passed it: finebreeze.
16th Tuesday Becalmed off theburning Mountain2: thewholeof thewater covered with PancakeIce: the

night most beautifull and theVolcanoepresentedavery handsomeSight. Theprincipal part of theLandwas
enveloped incloudsof Smoke: theErruption tomy fancy ismuch fiercer thanwhen I Seenit before.Seenone
or two penguins.

17th Wednesday Becalmedmost of theday: Weather very fine: light breezein theEvening: Standingalong
theLand. Passed agreat quantity of closely packed Iceonwhichwe couldcount nearly thirty Seals. Captain
went onboard theErebusin theEvening. TheLandscapethisfirst watchwasthemost SplendidI ever Saw- it
isbeyondmy power of description. Between theLandand theVolcanoetheIceand thehorizonwith theSun
Shinning brightly above all. Its is a scene to look upon would charm the dullest imagination. I forgot to
Mention theMoon also "who in her brightness was forth". Passed through Somevery thick Pancakeice.

18th Thursday Fine: Captain cameonboard in theMorning watch: nicebreeze: Standing away from the
Land passed an Island and a good deal of newly formed ice: Making Northing. At 10 PM theSun dipped
below thehorizon being the first time I haveSeen it for the last two month, Shewing Symptoms of Night.
Both Ships companies in thebest of health - thanks beto God.

19th Friday Slashing breeze running before it: Studding Sails low & aloft. In the afternoon both Ships
hoisted thier longPendantsandEnsignsfor what reason I cannot at present say3. MakingNorthing: at 9PM:
breezefreshened in Studg Sails: reefed T. Sails: freezing very Keen: forced to burn binnaclelamp at night it
grew so dark. I think the Sooner we are clear of these Latitudes the better. Saw Land and Some very
handsomeIcebergs.

20th Saturday Cameon toblow very fresh: goingeight Knotsunder closereefedTopsails: freezingSharp:
moderated a littleat night. Running along theLand all day in thefirst watch passed thePenguin Islesand a
most beautifull Landscapethey presented: passed several icebergs: Making rapidNorthing: Standingalong
theLand all night.

21st Sunday Fine: Slashing breeze: Standing along theLand: passed many tremendous icebergssomeof
them very handsome. This is avast tract of Land having now run along it from theburning mountain in 77
South to70 andnoappearanceof anend to it. It runsnearly alikeall theway very highandPeaky andnearly
entirely covered with Snow and Several Island Rocks Standing at Short distances from theShore. There is
also icebergs adhering to it nearly all theway. It set dark at 9 PM "hovetoo" for thenight in Consequence.
Seen one Solitary Penguin alongside also two or three large black Birds Some Cape Pigeons & some of
Mother Carays chickens cameon to snow in thenight.

22nd Monday Snowingall day andnearly acalm: layingoff theLand: ErebusincloseCompany.Couldsee

 
1 Franklin Island, Ross. Voyage, I. p. 243.

2 Mount Erebus, Ibid. p. 243.

3 McCormick, Voyages, I. p. 177. ‘Thepolar flagsweregot on deck for an airing, asit appearsvery improbablethat they
will ever fly nearer theMagnetic Pole, at least for thisseason.’
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but very littledistanceaheadonaccount of theSnow falling: dark at 9 PM andavery bleak appearanceevery
thing presented.

23rd Tuesday Nearly a calm: Lowered two Boats got a quantity of iceon board for making fresh water:
tacking off theLand.

24th Wednesday Blowing freshand freezingvery Keen: tackingoff theland, very highandentirelycovered
with Snow: Largefieldsof iceadhering to it: winter apparently Setting in fast. CoppersKept goingday and
night melting icebut thewater is salt1.

25th Thursday Blowing fresh: every thing froze: tacking off theLand: passed alargefield of packed ice:
wind fell in theAfternoon. Someof theropesover thebows2 feet incircumferencewith ice: Still meltingice:
Lower deck wet andvery uncomfortable: clothesall wet. Assoonasamanget wet ondeck withaSeait froze
on him instantly: very rough in thenight2.

26th Friday Snowingall day andnight: weather very uncomfortable: obligedtoKeepinveryclosecompany
with theErebus in consequenceof not being able [to] Seeany distancefrom theShip: quitedark at 9 PM:
finished Melting ice.

27th Saturday Very rough: Snowing and freezing: wearing off theLand. Breezefreshened at Night with
moreSnow and intenser frost: it wasamost miserablenight and theworst wehavehadintheAntarcticcircle.
TheRopeswereall frosein theblocksand leadsand theworeShip it wasamost Laborioustask toStart them
for you could not effect a footing as theSeawasbreaking over theBulwarksand freezing on theDeck as it
fell. Thepeoplewereall wet & froze.

28th Sunday Weather the Same: Standing from theLand: heavy Sea on: a most miserableSabbath and
most uncomfortablenight.

March 1841
1st Monday Squally with Snow: passed through a great quantity of newly formed ice, freezing Sharp:

tacking off theLand. About midnight passing through someclosely packed pancaKeice; carried away the
shackleof theBobstay which nearly employed thepeopleall night in indeavouring to get another Shackled
but without Success: Secured it otherwise.

Spliced "Main Brace".
2nd Tuesday Tolerably fine: Thawing. In theafternoonSightedEnderby.sLand3, innearly69S. Inthefirst

Watch met Somevery closely packed ice: could not Stem: put about.
 

1 Thefreezingpoint of surfaceseawater (salinity 35) isapproximately -1.92°C. It formsin crystal with pocketsof brine,salt
particlesand other inclusions. Snow falling on sea ice(in theAntarctic thiscan beseveral metresper year) depressestheicebelow
sealevel, which floodsthesnow which in tern refreezesasamixtureof seawater, brineandsnow crystals. Theicestructuredoesnot
allow substantial incorporation of salt in thesolid iceand 60% to 85% of thetotal salt isexpelled completely, whiletheremainder is
trappedbetween andwithin thecrystals. Thesalt content diminisheswith time, especially in blocksof iceliftedby pressure abovethe
general level. Floating multiyear ice (more than two years old) is almost salt free. The Antarctic Pilot, p. 53; Riffenburgh,
Encyclopedia., pp. 840–4, Armstrong, Robertsand Swithinbank, Illustrated Glossary., p. 30

2 Ross. Voyage. I. p. 257–8. ‘Theprospect now beforeus, andthebut tooevident approach of winter, impresseduponmy
mindthenecessity of abandoningany further attempt topenetrateto thewestward, andastherewasnomeasureleft untried to finda
harbour to winter in without success, I determined to makethebest of our way to thenorthward in search of any landsthat might lie
between CapeNorth [Latitude70°33'S., Longitude165°30'E.] of VictoriaLand and Balleny Islands[Latitude66°30'S., Longitude
162°30'E.], as it was most important to ascertain whether these were connected, and how far the space between them might be
navigable.’

3 Ross, Voyage I, p. 267. ‘At 5 PM landwasseen, bearingN 62°W., of which beforedark wecouldclearly distinguish the
features. It hadtheappearanceof two islandsnearly joining, andthewholesubtendedan angleof seventeen degrees, of great height,
and very distant: the centre of the northern island terminated in a high peak. I named it Russell Peak. The southernmost I named
Smyth Island after my friend Captain William Henry Smyth of the Royal Navy, President of theRoyal Astronomical Society [the
author of TheSailor'sWord-Book]. Although I believe these islands to form apart of thegroup discovered by Balleny in February
1839, yet it isnot improbable they may proveto bethe topsof themountainsof amoreextensive land.’

Ibid. p. 269. ‘At noon wewerein lat. 66°44!S., long. 165°45!E., so that without doubt thelandwesaw in themorningwas

that discovered by Balleny, to which hisnamewasgiven by Captain Beaufort, thehydrographer to theAdmiralty.’
John Balleny with ThomasFreeman in Eliza Scott and Sabrina discovered theBalleny Islands, lying between Latitudes

66°15'S and 67°40'Sand Longitudes162°E and 165°E, on 9 February 1839. Sabrina was lost with all hands in agale, 24 March
1839 and Balleny returned to England just before Ross sailed. His discoveries were communicated to Captain Beaufort, who
forwarded an extract from Balleny’ s journal, his track and asketch of the Islands to Captain Rosson 22 September, 1839. UKHO
Letter Book No.9, 1839-41, p.75.
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3rd Wednesday Windvariable: seenLand: Someicebergsanddrift ice: freezing: Thermometer 11°.Plenty

of Birds flying roundusSomeof whichwasShot and fell inboard. Light fall of Snow in theevening: Erebus
in closeCompany.

4th Thursday Rough: fell inwithSomevery heavy drift iceat which timetherewasaheavy Seaon; carried
away theBowsprit ShroudandoneLegof theBobstay thegetting to rightsof whichwasamost difficult job
and indoingof whichwenearly lost several menastheShip pitched themcompletely under water morethan
once- no pleasant thing in thoseregions. Blowing very hard in theEvening: Shipping heavy seasright over
her: battened down: Spliced main bracein thenight: night very clear.

5th Friday Finebreezegoing beforeit: rolling heavily: Running Longitudedown: expected to fall in with
theLand theFrenchdiscovered1 but found it missing: perhapsthier Quadrantswereincorrect.Several Whales
Spouting: a finedisplay of theSouthern Lights in thefirst Watch night very fine.

6th Saturday A most beautifull day: got all thepeoples clothes dry; and Lower deck: nearly a calm: got
nearly all theiceof[f] thedeck and Rigging, also from over thebows. Sighted Land on theweather beam in
theEvening2: Snowing all night.

7th Sunday Morning snow and hail: cleared up at 8 AM: Day fine becalmed: breeze Sprung up in the
Evening: agreat number of very large icebergs in Sight: Steering NW: finebreezein theNight.

8th Monday Squally with light Snow: beating: passed through somedrift ice: reefed T Sails: cameon to
rain in thefirst watch: amost dreary lookingnight in64 S. Seenonesolitary Whalespouting: Snowedall the
Middle& Morning watches Smartly.

9th Tuesday Good breezebut not fair: Seen two icebergs: weather not socold: makingNorthing: Light at
10 PM: Reefed Topsails: Erebus in close company. Fell in with Some fields of closely packed ice in the
middlewatch: obliged to put about in doing of which the icecarried away our Dolphin Striker and it wasa
near touch with theBowsprit.

 
1 Ross, Voyage, I. p. 276. ‘As soon asour damageswererepaired, wemadeall sail to theN.E., on account of thewind

having increased to agalefrom E.S.E., placing our shipsin avery critical situation; for on thechart which Lieutenant Wilkeswasso
good as to send me of the discoveries of the expedition under his command entitled a “Tracing of the Icy Barrier attached to the
AntarcticContinent discoveredby theUnitedStatesExploringExpedition,” islaiddown arangeof mountainouslandextendingabout
sixty milesin aS.W. and N.E. direction; itscentrebeing in Lat 65°40ð¢ðN andLong165°E with theeastern extremity of thebarrier in

167½°<E., and thuspresenting aformidable leeshore in our present position...’

Ibid. p. 277. ‘Wewerenow desirousof sighting thelandwhich hadbeen theoccasion of somuch fatigueanduneasinessto
usduring thenight wehad passed, and our coursewasshaped accordingly...’

Ibid. p. 278. ‘Asweadvanced on our course in eager expectation of "making theland," our surpriseand disappointment
may beimaginedwhen no indicationsof it weretobeseen at sunset, although wewerenot morethan twelveor thirteenmilesfromits
eastern extreme, as laid down on Lieutenant Wilkes'schart.’

2 This land would appear to havebeen ephemeral. Ross, Voyage, I. p. 280. ‘Wehad seen sufficiently far beforedark to
removeany ideaof finding land ...’
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Fig. 22. HMSErebus seen through an arch in an iceberg. By Commander G. W. G. Hunt, RN.

10th Wednesday Blowing freshall day: Ship Labouringagooddeal: got anew DolphinStriker riggedout:
beating to windward and gaining very little: in 64-6 South: Light Snow squalls.

11th Thursday Light breezes in theforepart of theday: cameon to blow pretty smart in theEvening with
Snow. Seen oneor two icebergs: doing very little.

12th Friday Becalmed in theforenoon: Smart breezesprung up in theafternoon: freshenedat night heavy
Seaon: going along at aSlashing rate, passed Somevery large icebergs: Erebus in closecompy.

13th Saturday Blowing fresh very heavy Sea on: Shipping heavy Seas: making aNW course: in 63-19 S:
freezing with snow and Sleet: Seen SomeLargeicebergs.

14th Sunday Tolerably fine tacked Ship: making Southing: in 62-35 S. In themorning watch aPenguin
cameup asternandSungout and followed theShip all theWatch: DivineService. In theEveningpassedtwo
icebergsoneof whichwasthehandsomest I haveseen. It formedatower at oneend fromwhich it rangently
down inaSlantingdirectionwithaLargeArch through it over whichappear abudge. Wewent toLeewardof
it theErebustowindward. It wouldmakeaMost handsomepainting taking theErebusinperspectivethrough
theArch as weSeen her pass. Cameon to snow very hard in theNight.
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Fig. 23. Iceberg photographed in Bransfield Strait, 1970, similar to that described by Sergeant
Cunningham. R. J. Campbell.

15th Monday Blowingalmost agalewithSnow & Sleet: Moderated in theevening.MadeSail in64 S: seen
two Whales Spouting: SomeCapePigeons flying round us: freezing Sharp.

16th Tuesday Fine: Nearly acalm: Seensomelargeicebergsin64-19 SLat. Eveningvery finequiteacalm:
Shifted foretopsail: Several CapePigeons about.

17th Wednesday St Patricks day: light breezes: passed through somePancake iceand somedrift-ice: a
report of land from theMasthead but not certain: in theevening spliced "theMainbrace": Night fine.

18th Thursday Fine: going beforethewind Studding sail Low & aloft: Running Longitudedown.
19th Friday FineSlashingbreeze: goingbeforeit: freezingSharp: makingSouthing.Passedthroughagreat

quantity of heavy pancakeice in fact running among it all night.
20th Saturday Finebreeze: freezing: passedseveral flawsof iceononeof which therewassolitarypenguin

sitting: agreat many CapePigeons about.
21st Sunday Forepart of theday fine: "DivineService": afternoonsqually withSnow: makingnorthingand

Westing. Seen oneor two icebergs.
I think wearenow going to maketo northward for this Season.
22nd Monday Squally with heavy fall of Snow: in 63 South.
23rd Tuesday Variable: very mild: Eveningand first Watchbecalmed: light breezeSpringup in thenight.
24th Wednesday Slashing breezegoing right before it: heavy fall of wet snow, which gavethepeoplean

oppertunity of getting somefresh water to wash with athing weall much wanted our present allowance(½
pint per diem) being very Small: in 61° 11 South: a finedisplay of AuroraB - in theNight.

25th Thursday Very fine: Light breezes: nearly acalm: Air mild: Seenoneor twoSolitary icebergs.Got the
icetank down from over theCooksCoppersand afunnel Shipped on thescuttlewhich will carry theSteam
off theLower deck and thereby makeit much comfortabler and wholesomefor everyone.

26th Friday Weather fine: Nice breeze: going before it: in 59-24 S: came on nearly a calm in the first
Watch: breezefreshened in theNight.

27th Saturday Squally andblowing fresh: heavy fall of wet Snow whichenabledustoget somefreshwater:
cameon to rain: heavy Seaon.
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28th Sunday Blowingvery fresh: heavy seaon: freshened toagaleclosereefed. In theafternoontook asea

in, which floated thelower deck and gaveusanicejob to get bailed up: inall avery uncomfortableSunday:
battened down at night: Ship Labouring very much.

29th Monday Blowing fresh: heavy Seaon in 56. 27.S: Seen a largeiceberg: Ships cracking on. Got the
lower deck nearly dry with stoveswhich pretty well gaveusall thehead Acheowing to thecoalsbeingvery
Sulphury.

30th Tuesday Very fine nice breeze carrying Top M t & Top Gt Studding sails: in 55° 9 S: nearly the
Latitudeof CapeHorn. I saw on solitary iceberg of tolerableSizeno doubt daily decreasing.

31st Wednesday Fine: wind against us: cameon to rain in thefirst watch.
April 1841

1st Thursday Fine: arattlingbreezegoing right beforeit: StuddingSailsbothsides: makinggoodNorthing
Ship going very Steady 7 Knots.

2nd Friday A calm both Ships lowered boats down. Sounded got Soundings in 1500 fathoms1: washed
decks and Scrubbed paintwork. In the afternoon at 4 PM a breeze Sprung up which freshened to a gale
fortunately fair, goingbeforeit under closereefed topsails: Ship labouringagooddeal: carriedawaySeveral
Sets of wheel ropes in 51° 14 S.

3rd Saturday Stiff gale: goingbeforeit: rollingheavily: closereefed topsails: averaging7-Knots: in48° 59:
fineclear night.

4th Sunday A rattlingbreeze: Shook out 2 reefsandSet Top gallantsailsgoing7 Knots: bothshipsrolling
very heavily. In themorning watch theErebushad her port Quarter Boat washed away whichcamefloating
past usapparently not injuredwithher mast & oarsinall nicely scraped. ShouldshebepickedupbyanyShip
it will be inferred that theErebus is lost - but she's not.

5th Monday Very fine: light windsup Royal Mast & yards: out flyingJibboom. Hadageneral cleanat the
lower Deck & whitewashed it, in fact it is looking better than I haveseen it.

6th Tuesday Very fine: wind right aft: andRoyalsset. Sighted theland in theforenoon2: sailingalong it all
afternoon and evening: at 7 PM seen thesouth W Light3.

Keeping along theLand all thefirst watch with Studding sails low & aloft until 10, when thewind fell to
almost acalm; and dead on end against us. Entered themouth of theriver in thenight.

7th Wednesday Squally: Pilot cameonboard 9-30 PM: beating up to theanchorageuntil 4 PM4: took up
our billet abreast of the Paddock. The Government Cutter came down and met us with Sir John Franklin
onboardandour oldShipmateMr Kay boardedus, andappearedvery happy toseeusall well. Infact wehave
much to bethankful for considering the inclement weather wehavemet and thehigh Southern Latitudewe
arrivedat andall returned ingoodhealthnot onecaseof Sickness. Theinhabitantsareall gladtoseeusreturn
and Governor Seemed highly gratified5.

I felt muchdisappointed innot havingany lettersfrommy friends. I receivedonefromHeadQuarterswith
 

1 Ross, Voyage. I, pp. 320–1. ‘Being nearly calm in the forenoon of the next day the boats were lowered down, and
soundingswereobtained in onethousand four hundred and forty fathoms. .. Theboat waskept moored to thebottom sometimeto
ascertain if therewasany current, but it wasnot perceptible. Thelinewasthen cut, not beingsufficiently strongtodraw theweightup
again. In theafternoon thetemperatureand specific gravity of theseaat variousdepthswastried.’

2 Tasmania.

3 At theentranceto theDerwent River.

4 Ross, Voyage, I. p. 323. ‘Thelight at theentranceof theDerwent wasseen soon after midnight, andatninenextmorning
thepilot cameon board.’

McCormick, Voyages, I. p. 196. ‘Wednesday, April 7th, 7.45 a.m. – Beatingupabovethelighthouseon theDerwent,with
astrongbreeze; firing several gunsfor apilot. About noon Sir John Franklin camein acutter tomeet us, salutinguswiththreecheers,
which wereturned off Hobart Town. Thesquallswereso heavy astoheel theshipover toaconsiderableangle; andat 3.45 p.m. we
let go our anchor off thepaddock.’

5 C. J. Sullivan, SPRI MS367/22. ‘TheGovernor Sir John Franklin and the inhabitantsof Hobart Town welcomed us
all handswere in good health and SpiritsFresh grub and Liberty on Shorewith adrop of theCreator – soon madeour Jolly Tars
forget theCold fingers in theFrozen Regions for very Little they thought of 78 South whileRegealing then Selvesat Charley
Probins theSign of theGordon CastleHobart town.’
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aquantity of interestingMatter in it: it alsocontained thenewsof thereductionof myoldchumMeadowfor a
frivolous offence: I am heartily Sorry for it: hewas agood Comradeand abraveman.

8th Thursday Squally with rain: Moored ship in the Morning: got theboats out: Miscellaneous: liberty
given for thepeopleto go on shore.

9th Friday Good Friday: themost of thepeopleonshore. Went onshorefor 1 hour in theEvening: Met my
[friend] theBugleMajor of the51st K-O.

10th Saturday Finevery warm: Observatory finishedonshore: Most of thepeopleon leave: Miscellaneous.
11th Sunday Morning wet: DivineService. Went onshoreinafternoonanddinedwithSergeantsof 51st at

theRegimental MessandSpent oneof thehappiest EveningsI havespent for along time.Cameonboardat 9
PM: Kept thefirst watch.

12th Monday Fine: commenced fitting Ship: stripped Ship.
13th Tuesday Wet disagreeableday. Went in theafternoon and dined and spent theEvening with my old

friend Sergt Cameron and his Bridefor hehad this got married and avery pleasant Evening I spent.
14th Wednesday Very fine: Cameonboard at 8 AM: refitting Ship: Miscellaneous.
15th Thursday Showery: Refitting Ship & c.
16th Friday Fine: Refitting Ship.
17th Saturday Inclined to beshowery: finished the rigging blacked down and scraped decks: everything

looking well. Wrotea letter to my old friend Sergt Maxwell whom I hopeit will find well.
18th Sunday Very fine: remained onboard and spent a lonely Sabbath.
19th Monday Fine: Miscellaneous: Carpenters Caulking.
20th Tuesday Fine: cameon to blow fresh at night: Commenced Watering.
21st Wednesday Very fine. Sent all thehandsthat couldbespared frombothShipstoassist inbringingup

theharbour abrig called the"Affiance" of Goolethat got dismasted in asquall beating up in thenight, she
lost both her Topmasts.

22nd Thursday Fine: painted lower Deck: Miscellaneous.
23rd Friday Showery: went on Shorefor acoupleof hours in theEvening went up to theBarracks.
24th Saturday Forepart of the Day fine: painted Ship outside: came on to rain in the Afternoon and

continued Showery all night.
25th Sunday Fine: DivineService. Went onShoreandDinnedwithmy oldFriendtheCommisarySergeant:

Spent avery pleasant afternoon and evening hiswifeand daughter both being very well informed: thelatter
rather handsome.

26th Monday Very fine: came onboard at 8 AM. Went onshore again on duty: came onboard at noon.
CaptainsRoss& Crozier went down toPort Arthur (thepenal Settlement) onboard theAlbatrosanicelittle
yacht belonging to Mr Blacket aprivateGentleman1.

27th Tuesday Fine: Miscellaneous: went onshore in theEvening on duty in Search of Absentees2.
28th Wednesday Fine: went on duty onshore in Search of Absentees did not find them.
29th Thursday Fine: went away in theGig with thefirst Lieutt down theRiver succeeded incapturingone

of theAbsentees3 in aWhaleBoat going down to theFisheries: Prosecution entered against theproprietor.
 

1 Ross, Voyage, II. p. 17. ‘ I availed myself of the liberal offer of Mr. Blackett to placehisyacht, the“Albatross”, at my
service, to enablemeto extend themagnetical observationssomedistancealong thecoast...’
 McCormick, Voyages. I. p. 197. ‘ Friday, 23rd. Mr Blackett’ syacht, theAlbatross, anchored in shoreof us, andher owner having
been ashipmateof mine in H.M.S. Tyne in bygoneyears, I called on board to seehim, and asked him to dinewith meon board the
Erebus, which hedid on thefollowing Sunday.’ McCormick wasinvalided and took passagehomefrom Beagle (10), Commander
Robert FitzRoy, from Rio deJaneiro in Tyne (28), Captain CharlesHope, 28 April to 18 June1832. McCormick, Voyages, II. pp.
222–3. TheTyne’smuster list (TNA ADM 37/8417) showsMidshipman C. Blackett asbeingon boardat thistime,sopresumablyhe
wasMcCormick'sshipmate.

2 Hobart Town Crier and Van Diemen’sLand Gazette, 27 April, p. 2. ‘Thisday in theSupremeCourt Joseph Reid was
sentencedto transportation for 7 yearsfor robbingJohn Owens, aseaman of HMSTerror at theBlack Bull Inn, HarringtonStreeton
4 April.’ (Thisdate ispresumably incorrect as theshipsdid not comeinto harbour until 6 April.)

Ibid. ‘Hobart Town Policereported that GeorgeKnight, aseaman belonging to theTerror chargedwithwilfullydamaginga
chair, the property of Mr Walton; the charge being admitted to be correct, and the jolly tar was very glad to be liberated on the
payment of thedamagedone.’

3 ChasGrimshaw, AB. marked R [run] in theship'sMuster List, so presumably hewastheonethat got away.
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30th Friday Fine: went on Shore in the forenoon on duty: ditto in the evening on pleasureSeen my old

friend Cameron.
May 1st 1841

Saturday Fine. Went onShorein theforenoononduty, inconsequenceof informationbeing received that
that someour peoplewho was absent had deserted1 and wasemployed at thewhaling Fisheries in theBays
along thecoast. I was despatched in compy of aconstaple in awhaleboat belonging to Mr Lucasof Hobart
Town on which duty I was employed until Sunday the16th. When I returned to theShip bringing oneman
back withmeandhavingsearchedall theFisheriesonon thecoast, and traversednearly400Milessleepingat
Night in the"Bush".

It wasamost disagreeableduty and I may say Fatiguingbut I had thepleasureof Seeingagreat deal of the
Country and having Somegood Sport shooting also a good insight of theway thepeopleemployed at the
Fisheries lives and works and in my oppinion amost miserable life it is - I may Say beastly.

17th Monday Fine: went onshoreto thepoliceofficeon duty: Miscellaneous.
18th Tuesday Fine: Miscellaneous. Went on shore in theEvening and Spent it with my old particular the

Commisary Sergeant, and was glad to seehim well and happy.
19th Wednesday Mild with light rain: cameonboard at 8 PM.
20th Thursday Fine: got theBoats and booms out: preparing for aBall.
21st Friday Unmoored Ship and warped her up alongsidetheErebusandLashedher. TheErebusclosein

Shore.
22nd Saturday Commencedhousing in, andSundry other preparations: went onshorefor acoupleof hours

in theEvening.
23rd Sunday Fine: DivineService: very few visitors.
24th Monday Fine. TheQueensbirthday, inconsequenceof whichwehaddoubleAllowance.Shipsfireda

Royal Salute both at noon and at 12 at night. Grand ball and Levee at Government House: The Town
illuminated. Went onshorein theAfternoonandSpent it withmy oldparticularstheSergeantsof the51st K-O
L I: Kept it up till rather a latehour.

25th Tuesday Fine: cameonboardat 8 AM: Shipshoused inandotherwisemaking rapidprogress.A most
beautifull New Steam Boat from England called theSeahorsewhich is to run between Sidney and Hobart
TownStarted in theMorning for acruisedown theRiver with theGovernor Capts Ross& Crozier andavast
number of theAristocrasy of theColony: returned in theEveningandcameup past usandgavethreehearty
cheers twiceover weman.d theRigging and returned it with pleasure.

26th Wednesday Inclined tobeShowery. Shipsbeginning to look well inside: TheErebustheDancingShip
and theTerror theSupper Room.

27th Thursday Fine: various preparations: Lit theShip at Night and looking remarkably well.
28th Friday Blowing fresh with heavy Showers: got aGangway to theShore: Ships all in abustle.
29th Saturday Fine: working hard getting in something likeorder.
30th Sunday Fine: DivineService.
31st Monday Fine: busy decorating Ship.

June1841
1st Tuesday Fine: hardat work up to thelast minute. Company commencedcomingat 8PM,andcontinued

till 11 oClock. Dancing commenced at 9-30. TheErebuswascrowded to an excess- therebeing abovethree
hundred persons; in fact the whole of the "Aristocrasy" of Colony was in her. The company entered the
Supper Room 11-30 and amost Splendid Supper Table it wasall thedelicateViandsof theSeason or Van
Diemans Land could producewason theTable. Capn Rosspresided with theGovn Sir John Franklin on his
right and Capn Crozier on his left. There was Several very appropriate Speeches made and Toasts drank.
Dancing and feasting was Kept up until 6 oClock in theMorning and every thing went off with thegreatest
Eclat and hilarity2.
 

1 Thos. Roberts, Jno. Robertson, Richd. Clark and Fras. Hardy, ABs, all marked R [run] in theship’ sMuster List. TNA
ADM 38/9162

2 The Hobart Town Courier and Van Diemen's Land Gazette, Friday 4 June reported ‘The anxiously looked for
entertainment took place on Tuesday evening last, the 1st June, and although it was sanguinely expected by those who had the
gratification of being among the chosen guests that it would beabrilliant affair, weventure to assert that thegayest dreamsof the
most imaginativeof thosefair oneswho lookedforward to it with palpitatinghearts, never in their most enthusiasticflightspicturedto
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2nd Wednesday  Fine: clearing away theWreck: Heads bad.
3rd Thursday Ditto.
4th Friday Fine: hauled off from theErebus in theMorning resumed our old billet: Moored Ship: stowed

booms, and got theShip otherwiseto rights.
5th Saturday Fine: cleaning Ship: went onshore1 hour in theafternoon.
6th Sunday Fine: DivineService. Went onshorein theAfternoonandSpent it withSergeant Collinsof 96th

and my old friend theCommisary Sergeant and amost pleasant Evening it was.
7th Monday Fine: took bread onboard.
8th Tuesday Weather changable: Victualling: Miscellaneous.
Thefuneral of theArch Deacon took place. It was attended by theHeads of Departments.
9th Wednesday Inclined to be showery: Miscellaneous. Captain took very ill for which I am sorry as it

deprives him of going up Country on a littleon a little1 pleasure.
10th Thursday Fine: Miscellaneous: went onshorefor two hours in theafternoon on duty.
11th Friday Fine: went on Shore in theforenoon on duty.
12th Saturday Particularly fine. Went onshore in theafternoon and Spent a very pleasant Evening with

Somefriends: madeSomepurchases.
13th Sunday Fine: DivineService: cameonboard at 7 AM.
14th Monday Fine: went onshorefor acoupleof hours in theEvening.
15th Tuesday Fine: Miscellaneous. Two years embarked this Day.
16th Wednesday Fine: went onshorefor acoupleof hours in theEvening.
17th Thursday Rather gloomy: went onshorefor acoupleof hours in theEvening.
18th Friday Raining all Day. The Anniversary of the ever memorable Waterloo: grand Ball given by

Officers of 51st K.O.L.I to theheads of departments. A quantity of snow fell in theMorning inland, as the
Top of Mount Wellingtonwasliterally coveredwhen thefogclearedaway in theafternoon. At 8-20 AM, an
unfortunateFelon was executed at theold Gaol for theWilfull Murder of aBoy at Port Arthur - thePenal
Settlement. He was an Irishman and died a most hardened Death. He was attended to the scaffold by the
Roman Catholic Clergyman who read adyingspeechanddeclarationwhichwasnot heard - consequently is
not Known.

19th Saturday Fine. TheFavorite2 18 Sloop camein fromNew ZealandwithLady Franklinonboard. The
Government Schooner went down to meet her with theGovernor & Captain Ross: havenot heard whether
there is any [one] in her I Know.

20th Sunday Showery: DivineService. Went onshorein [theevening?] andspent it withsomefriendsvery
pleasantly.

21st Monday Heavy passing Showersall day: Cameonboard at 7 AM: preparing for SwingingShip. The
"Favourite" has only threeChatham "Marines" in her oneonly of which I Know.

22nd Tuesday Squally with passing Showers: "Swung" Ship3 - and madeavery good job of it. Sent four
  
themselvessoperfect andcaptivatingasceneaswasin reality presented to them! - andamongst thosewhosesober mindsregardedit
with amorematter-of-fact complacency, weareequally sureeven they couldnot but acknowledgetheir zeal andgratitudeawakened
by theunsparingpainsand labour, evident in every part of thearrangements, devisedwith such triumphant success torender themfor
oneevening, at least, supremely happy.’

TheHobart Town Advertiser, 4 June1841, reported that morethan 300 werepresent, andtheshipsweremooredheadand
stern within 35 yards of the shore. ‘The approach was over a bridge of boats, which was covered in with canvas and flags -
ornamental shrubs, and a continuous avenue, lighted by numerous lamps. Serjeants of marines of vessels stationed at entrance.
Company received at end of passage, on main deck of ship, by several naval officers in full dress.

‘Themodeadopted in lighting thesupper room wasinimitable, for, independent of numerouschandeliersformedof swords
and cutlasses neatly fixed, holding hundreds of wax lights, there were arranged all round the sides numerous small mirrors each
containing two lights, which reflected double, forming themost brilliant light that could possibly beconceived.’ Themirrorswere
thosethat had been brought out asgifts for nativesof islandsvisited.

TheColonial Times, 8 June1841, said of The Naval Entertainment. ‘Nothing so good hasbeen seen in thisColony.’

1 Thepageturnsafter littleand presumably thesecond on a littleshould bedeleted.

2 TheNavyList, showsnoCommander andLieutenant Robert Dunlopasthesenior officer on board. Favorite wasbuilt at
Portsmouth 21.4.1829; becameacoal hulk at Devonport 1859 and finally sold 1905. College, Shipsof theRoyal Navy.

3 SeeAppendix 10.
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Newspapers to my brother John, and one to my dearly beloved friend Jeremiah Kelly, Color Sergt 56th Bcy

Royal Marines.
23rd Wednesday Fine: Miscellaneous. Went onshore in the Evening and went to the Theatre: Spent a

pleasant Evening - theamusementsconsistedof Pizarroand theEddy StoneElf. Bothof whichwent off well
considering theInfantineStateof theColony. Theeveningsamusementswaspatronisedby theOfficersof the
expedition.

24th Thursday Fine: cameonboard at 7 AM: Watering Ship.
25th Friday Fine: went onshore in theforenoon on duty to thePoliceOffice: Watering Ship.
26th Saturday Fine: reeving running gear: commenced taking down the Observatory: expecting to Sail

about the4th July.
27th Sunday Fine: Mustered Ships Company: DivineService.
28th Monday Fine: went onshore in the forenoon on duty: went onboard "Seahorse" Steamer - a most

beautifull Vessel: bent Small Sails: otherwayspreparing for Sea. "Bombay1" arrived fromEnglandbrought a
Small Mail no lettersfor theShip Company. Accidently met aSergeant of the28th Regt fromSidneygoingto
Sail in theAbercromby: gavemean invitation to comeand Seehim at Sidney.

29th Tuesday Fine: bent Sails Roveall running Gear: otherwisepreparing for Sea.
30th Wednesday Passing Showers all day: observatory cameonboard: a mail from England no letters. I

think our friends (if wehaveany) thinks weareall lost - or wearenot worth writing to.
July 1841

1st Thursday Fine: Miscellaneouspreparing for Sea. HM Sloop "Favorite" Sailed for Port Arthur tocaulk
and refit: my birth day.

2nd Friday Fine: Miscellaneous preparing for sea.
3rd Saturday Fine: Miscellaneous: went up to thePoliceOfficeon duty.
4th Sunday Fine: DivineService.
5th Monday Fine: preparing for Sea: Thermometer fell to 33 in theNight with Sharp cutting wind. Went

onshorefor 2 hours in theEvening to say good byeto old acquaintances.
6th Tuesday Finebut cold unmoored Ship and hove in Short on thebest bower: all ready for Sea in the

Morning.
7th Wednesday Morning foggy with frost: got under weigh at 7 AM, with a slashing breeze, and bad

farewell to Hobart Town.
TheGovernor Sir JohnFranklinandmany of theAristocrasy of theColony accompaniedusdownnearly to

theHeads. When they bidusgoodbyeandgiveusmany hearty cheerswhichweasheartily returned. For my
own part I must say I experienced great Kindness in Tasmania. Thewind headed usoutside; beatingoff the
Land all night: squally.

8th Thursday Hazy: beating off theLand all day: Seen two Whales.
9th Friday Fine: wind fair nicebreeze: Studding sail low & aloft: passed oneor two Islands: agreat many

Albatros about.
10th Saturday Fine: a Slashing breeze all day: going 7 Knots: a Schooner in company all day: breeze

towards evening: Seagetting up. Slung clean hammocks and scrubbed dirty ones.
11th Sunday Fine: Divine "Service:" Made the coast of New Holland, Cape Howe2 - Twofold Bay:

becalmed in theafternoon: breezeSprung up 5 PM: headed us: closehauled: schooner Still in Sight.
12th Monday Fine: Ship laying nearly her course: squally in thefirst Watch.
13th Tuesday Fine: windchoppedround fair in themorningwatchblowing fresh: heavy headSeaonShip

Labouringheavily andShippingheavy Seas: eveningand first WatchwindvariableandsquallyaveragingSix
Knots.

14th Wednesday SightedLandat about 2 AM: runningalong it all themorningwithaslashingbreezeright
after us: Pilot cameonboard at 12: wind dropped, entered between theHeadsat 2 P.M.3 becalmed: manned

 
1 HMSBombay (84) wasat thistimede-commissioned in Devonport, so thismust havebeen amerchantvessel of thesame

name.

2 Latitude37°30'S, Longitude149°59'E.

3 Ross, Voyage, II. p. 35. ‘On themorningof the14th wewereoff theextensiveandcelebratedopeningcalledBotanyBay
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the boats and towed up Anchored at 5 PM in Farm cove about three miles from the Town1. Got the
Observatory on shoreon a Garden Island2 already for erecting in theMorning. Am not ableto say anything
about theTownbut thereappear agreat many finebuildingsin it. Thereisamost beautiful light houseonthe
larboardhandcoming in, thereisalsoalight vessel in theStream. At 11 AM. passed that famedplacecalled
"Botany Bay"3. Several littleSteamers running up & Down after dark.

15th Thursday Very fine: mooredShip in theforenoon: erected theobservatories4: puttingShip to rights. I
likethegeneral appearanceof theHarbour. Thereisanumber alicensedWatermenwearingabrassplateall
apparently very respectable - also a River Policewearing thier "Cognomen" on thier hat Ribbons in Gold
bronzed letters. An Emigrant Vessel camein in theafternoon fromScotlandwithagreat many emigrantsin
her of both sexes.

16th Friday Raining and hailing all day about as hard as I ever seen it with thunder and very vivid
lighteningandother remarkablephenomena: got somevery finefreshbeef fromtheShore: rainingall Night.

17th Saturday Continuousrainwithheavy squalls- also thunder & lightening.Threevesselscameinduring
theday: cleard up at night.

18th Sunday Fine: DivineService: no leavefor theShips Company: cameon to rain at 8.P.M.
19th Monday Fine: Miscellaneous. At Night a very handsome fire Balloon went up over theTown and

ascended at a rapid rate it continued in Sight for Sometime.
20th Tuesday Squally withpassingShowers. The"Malcolm" of Kincaldy, aMerchant Brig, cameininthe

Afternoon.
21st Wednesday Raining and squally all day and night very unpleasant Weather.
22nd Thursday Passing showers and squally: wrotea letter to Sergeant Jeremiah Kelly my old friend.
23rd Friday Passing Showers. Fishing party took theSeineaway into oneof theBaysand caught agreat

many very finefish of various Kinds which is very acceptable.
Miscellaneous.
24th Saturday Fine: Miscellaneous: most beautifull night.
25th Sunday Very fine"DivineService." Oneof themost beautifull EveningsandNightsI haveSeenfor a

long time.
26th Monday Very fine: a largeemigrant Ship camein from England: Watering Ship.
27th Tuesday Very fine: watering Ship: Miscellaneous.
28th Wednesday Wet gloomy Day: completedwatering: fishingparty went away: caught adeal of very fine

fish.
29th Thursday Fine: Miscellaneous: grand Ball at theGovernors - at which all theOfficers attended.
30th Friday Very fine. A granddinner givenat theAustralianClub House- all CommissionedOfficersof

the Expedition was invited: went up to the Town in the Dingy at night: likes the appearance of the place
much.

31st Saturday Forepart of theday fine: cameon to rainvery hard in theafternoonandevening: fishingparty
went away in theafternoon had very good success.

August 1841
1st Sunday Fine: Mustered: DivineService: somevery fineRockets werefired off at theObservatory at

  
by Captain Cook, andarrivedbetween thenarrow heads of Port Jackson at noon. ... A boat from theshorebrought meakindnoteof
welcome from His Excellency Sir George Gipps, with offer of every assistance. ... I obtained permission from him to put up our
observatorieson Garden Island.’

1 Sydney.

2 Latitude33°52'S, Longitude151°14'E.

3 Latitude34°00'S, Longitude151°14'E.

4 Ross, Voyage, II. p. 36. ‘My chief object in coming herewasto obtain aseriesof magnetic observationsin comparison
with those made at the observatory at Hobarton, on the approaching term day of the 21st, with a view to ascertain how far
simultaneousobservations, at periodspreviously agreedupon, aswell ason daysof considerableperturbations, mightbedependedon
for determining thedifferenceof longitudebetween two places.’
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Night1.

2nd Monday Very fine: preparing for Sea bent Sails. Went onshore in theAfternoon on duty: had a fine
view of theTownwhich I consider aflourishingplace. Every oneSeemson the"Move". Intheappearanceof
thepeopleand thier Modeof dressing they areliker theDublin folk than any I haveever Seen. A beautifull
Eclipseof theMoon at 8 PM which entirely obscured her.

3rd Tuesday Fine: preparing for Sea: fishingparty went away in theAfternoonandgot someof thebest fish
caught yet. Wrotetwo letters- onetomy brother and theother toSergt Kelly RMSmyparticular friend.Some
very handsomeRockets fired off at theObservatory at night.

4th Wednesday Gloomy PShowers: preparing for Sea: unmoored Ship in themorning and hoveinShort:
got the Observatories onboard: in boats: took two live Bullocks and a ton of Vegetables onboard: went
onboard the"Ruby" of Bristol with theMail, in thefirst watch.

5th Thursday FineAt 10 AM got under weigh with anicebreezeand cleared the"Heads" at 11 AM and
Stood away to theEastward with abeautifull breezeright before it: Studding Sails low and aloft. A Vessel
that came in in the Morning from china brought Commander Sullivan2 the late first Lieutenant of the
Melville3 who is on his way to New Zealand to takechargeof The"Favorite" 18: hetakes apassagein the
"Erebus". Webid good byeto Sidney with light hearts not having much communication with theShorewe
had formed very littleacquaintancewhich in the long run perhaps is thebest.

6th Friday Slashing breeze with Sudden Squalls: carried away 4 T Mast Studg Sail booms and one
topGallant.

7th Saturday Strongbreezevery Squally: going7 & 8 Knotsall day: heavy Seaon: Ship Labouringagreat
deal and carrrying apress of Canvas: very hard work Steering.

8th Sunday Very fine: Rattling breezeaveraging 7 Knots: DivineService.
9th Monday Squally: Strongbreeze: windheadedusby Ship layingher courseaveraging6 Knots: aflying

fish flew aboard in thefirst Watch.
10th Tuesday Very fine: winds light and baffling: after part of theday becalmed. Seen SomeFlying fish:

oneor two Solitary Albitros.
11th Wednesday WindvariableSqually towardsEvening: passingShowers: closehauled: Erebusinclose

company.
12th Thursday Blowing fresh all day with heavy Squals: closehauled.
13th Friday Very squally with rain: heavy head Seaon: Ship labouring agood deal and takinggreenSeas

right over her: close hauled: Laying SE.
14th Saturday Squally with rain: heavy Seaon. At 3 PM distant 40 Miles from Three"Kings"4 oneof the

New Caledonias5. Sounding with thedeep seaLead in theEvening and Night: "Erebus" in closecompany.

 
1 Ross, Voyage, II. pp. 44–5. ‘ I wasvery anxious to obtain agood comparison of our chronometerswith thetimeof the

observatory at Paramatta, whose longitude had been so well determined by Sir Thomas Brisbane, when he first established the
observatory at his own expense; and also to make arrangements for measuring thedifferenceof meridiansbetween it and Garden
Island, by meansof rockets, and thereby securean accuratedetermination of thelongitudeof thelatter place, for theconvenienceof
merchant vesselssailing from theport.’ Ibid. p. 46. ‘Thefollowingeveningbeing favourablefor our projectedexperiments,MrSmith
was despatched to an intermediatestation, called Bedlam, to set-off somerockets, asweconsidered it probable that weshould see
them moredistinctly than if sent up at either of theextremestations. Theinstant of each rocket'sexplosion wasnotedat both places,
and, after several nights' observations, theresultswerebrought tocomparison, andfoundtodiffer only in tenthsof asecond; twenty-
fivewerejudgedsufficient for theaccuratedetermination. Themean differenceof timeobtainedamountedto55s.85, andtaking the
longitudeof theobservatory at Paramattaat 10h4m6s.25, asgiven in theThirdPart of thePhilosophical Transactionsfor 1829, p. 16-
29., would give for the longitude of the observation at Garden Island 151° 15'31".5 E.; and again applying the meridian distance
between this place and the Ross Bank observatory, asgiven by themeansof our chronometers, wefind the longitudeof the latter
place from thesedata to be147° 23' 40".7 E.’

2 Commander ThomasRossSulivan, joinedMelville 1.9.1837 asLieutenant, promatedCommander25.6.1840.NavyList.

3 Captain TheHon. RichardSaundersDundas, secondson of Viscount Melville, First Lordof theAdmiralty,1812–27and
1828–30.

4 Latitude34°10'E, Longitude172°06'E.

5 ThreeKingsIslandslieoff thenorthern tipof New Zealand. They werediscoveredby Abel Tasman whoanchoredoff the
island on 5 January 1643, and named them DrieKoningen Eyland, it being theeveof theday of Epiphany. Heattemptedto landthe
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15th Sunday Squally withpassingShowers: got tolerably fine: DivineService: passedthe"ThreeKings" in

theafternoon; they areapparently barren Rock; got Sounding in theEvening in 65 fathoms at 9 PM: came
closeup to Land: both Ships Tacked and Stood off.

16th Monday Finerattlingbreeze: beatingalong theLandall day andnight. TheLandgenerally Speaking
runs low and apparently barren. Thereisvery littleappearanceof any treesalong theCoast, in themorning
passed CapeMariaVan Diemen1.

17th Tuesday Fine: freshbreeze: closehauled. Layingalong theLandall day - but at Suchadistanceasto
bebut imperfectly Seen at intervals. Lay too at night: Erebus in closeCompany.

Fig.24. Chart of theBay of Islands, 1833. Courtesy UKHO. OCB 1090 A1.

18th Wednesday Raining and hazy all day and blowing fresh.
In themorning Watch arranged Cables: and filled and Stood in theentranceof theBay of Islands2 and a

very dangerousentranceit isof amisty morning - but fortunately thewindwasright after usandwemadea
very Successfull passageof theBay toanAnchorageabout 4 MilesabovetheTownandbrought upat about

  
following day to get water but was unable to do so due to the strength of the current and the surf at the landing place. Burney,
Chronological History. III. p. 79.

1 At thenorthern extremity of New Zealand in Latitude34°29'S, Longitude172°39'E, andnamedby Tasmanafter thelady
to whom hewassubsequently married. Ross. Voyage, II. p. 57.

2 Entered between Cape Wiki, Latitude 35°09'S, Longitude 174°08'E, and Cape Brett, Latitude 35°10'S, Longitude
174°20'E.
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½past 10 AM1. A moreappropriatenameinmy oppinioncouldnot havebeengiven to thisBay. It isalarge
Bay with inumerable Island Rocks detached from the main Land and thrown up as it were in romantic
confusion. TheTown of "Kooraricco"2 lieson theleft of theBay, and SeemslikeaStraggling villagein the
formof ahalf Moon. ThelandonbothSidesappearstobeentirely coveredwithscrubb withtheexceptionof
afew plotsof green interspersedasit wereby accident indifferent nooks. Thereishereandthereanhouseon
bothSidesinapparently themost Lonely Situation. Thenativeswhowerein theCustomsBoat informedme
inbrokenEnglish that every thingwasvery dear. Therewasvery littlefreshbeef andthat wasimported: fresh
pork 4d per lbsNo Yamsand very few potatoesFlour £3-10[s]-0[d] per sack; and by what I could elicit the
Missionary seems to have a great hand in everything and if all be true to whom great Monopoly must be
attributable. There areSeveral Vessels laying in theBay and River amongst which is a American 18 Gun
Brig3 and a american Whaler, a fine Vessel with nine beautifull WhaleBoats triced up. Nearly abreast of
wherewea lying there iswhat is to berarely met with that isavessel fitted up [as] agrog Shop lying in the
middleof Stream. I thought at first Shewas achapel.

19th Thursday Very fineandcalm. Several nativescameround theShip incanoesmadeout of thetrunk of
aTree. They areStout fellows, not to say black agood deal tattood and almost in astateof nudity. Got the
Boatsout andobservatory all ready for goingShore. CaptainsRossandSullivandinedonboard: unbent sails.

20th Friday Fine & very warm: got the Observatories onshore. Landed the Bullocks and Sheep:
Miscellaneous. A fishing party (of which I wasone) took theSeineup theRiver in theEvening, madethree
haulsandgot Somevery finefishviz - SalmonTrout - WhitingandSoles- withSeveral other Sorts: thereisa
great quantity of Cockles & Perriwinkles of a Large Size. I seen Some beautifull birds in the "Bush":
"Erebus's" Killed Bullock and sent us half.

21st Saturday Fine: fishing party went went fish: met with but indifferent success. Went onshore to
"Pahia"4 in theforenoon to look for awasherwoman: foundher: shewasanativeof thecounty "Tyrone".The
villageof "Pahia" isalittleStragglingplaceinaSandy Bay, withafew Englishandsomemiserablelooking
natives nearly naked. There is one"Public House" called Tebby'sHotel": it is likeadecent looking country
public Housein England.

22nd Sunday Fine: DivineService: American man of War Sailed: Spent a lonely Sunday.
23rd Monday Very fine: peopleemployed onshore in building a temporary house for theOfficers at the

Observatory: Miscellaneous.
24th Tuesday Very fine: got the the fore yard down and Sent onshore: fishing party went away in the

evening: had tolerableSuccess.
25th Wednesday Fine: Set Top mast Riggingup: "Erebus's" peoplecommencedgoingonleavebyWatches:

fishing party tooked theSeinein theEvening only got a few fish.
26th Thursday Squally passing Showers: hands went up the River to fell spars for Studding Booms:

returned in theEvening.
27th Friday Very fineparty went up theRiver to cut Spars; returned at Night. Went up the river with a

boats crew to Capn Bates to Kill aBullock: hewas rather wild had to Shoot him.
28th Saturday Very fine. Fishingparty went away in theAfternoongot Somevery finefish: Miscellaneous:

very busy at theObservatory.
29th Sunday Very squally disagreeableweather passing Showers. All theCommissioned Officers of the

expedition dined in theGun Room - also Commander Sullivan.
30th Monday Fine. Boats preparing to go away for aCoupleof days with thepeopleto cut spars.
Fishing party went away in theafternoon and got thebest lot of fish hasbeen caught hereyet. Several of

 
1 Ross, Voyage, II. p. 59. ‘Furling all our square sails, we ran before the wind, and, guided by the admirable chart of

Captain Fitzroy, entered thenarrowsof theriver KawaKawa[latitude35°19'S, Longitude, 174°07'E], theshipsstirringthemudupas
they passedover thebar, on which therewasrather lesswater than they drew, andanchoredabout amileandahalf from itsentrance
at 10 30 AM, in five fathoms.’

2 Charted asKororarika, Latitude35°15'S, Longitude17°40'E.

3 TheYorktown, Captain Aulick. Ross, Voyage. II. p. 60.

4 Charted asPaheha, Latitude35°17'S, Longitude174°02'E.
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thenatives in thier canoes camealongsidewith Cabbagewhich thedisposed of very reasonable.

31st Tuesday Very fine. 3 Boats in chargeof thefirst Lieutenant went up theRiver to cut spars took two
daysprovisionswith them. I went up toCapn Batemansin theAfternoonwithaBoatscrew toKill aBullock
had somedifficulty in getting him out of theBush: put two Musket balls in his forehead beforehefell.

September 1841
1st Wednesday Fine. Went onshorein theAfternoon shooting: went up to "Pahia" couldcomeup withno

game.
2nd Thursday Very fine: in theMorningH.M.S."Favorite" hoveinsight. Shewasboardedby Commander

Sullivanwhobrought her up andAnchoredher between the"Erebus" andus1. Immediatelyonboardingher he
read hiscommission and took command of her. Shepassed closeto usand was looking remarkably well. In
theforenoon theBoatsthat werefelling timber; returned, brought somefineSpars. TheFavoritebrought no
news worth mentioning. Shehad been off theheads a week Since; was blown off and went to theRiver of
"Thames".

3rd Friday Squally withpassingShowers: Miscellaneous. FishingpartyhauledtheSeineintheEveningtwo
or threetimes got somenicefish.

4th Saturday Fine: ordinary duties of theShip: Hauled theSeinein theEvening.
5th Sunday Very fine: DivineService.
6th Monday Inclined to besqually: Miscellaneous: scrubbed Hammocks and aired bedding.
7th Tuesday Very heavy squalls with rain. Went along sidea vessel that camein Yesterday to ascertain

whereShewasfromandwhether Shehadbrought any Mail. Shewas"Chelydra" of Bristol, last fromoneof
theIslands: had no mail: Captain Ross’s steward Supposed to haverun away.

8th Wednesday Raining with heavy squalls all day and Night: amost SevereNight.
9th Thursday Very fine: a person would hardly imagine that two Such days could follow another:

Miscellaneous.
10th Friday Fine: Miscellaneous. Favorites Officers dined onboard.
11th Saturday Fine: Miscellaneous: Hauled theSeine.
12th Sunday Fine: DivineService. Sergeant Sampsonof the"Favorite" camecameonboardtoseeme: heis

nicepleasant conversablefellow: Spent apleasant afternoon with him.
13th Monday Fine: hauled theSeinein theafternoon.
14th Tuesday Blowing freshandsqually all day. Got someoldSailsthat [hadbeen] Saved fromthewreck

of HMSBuffalo2.
15th Wednesday Raining very hard and blowing fresh all day with Sudden Squalls: heavy lightning at

Night. Wrotea letter to my old friend Sergeant Wm Maxwell RM.
16th Thursday Squally withpassingshowers: fishingparty hauled theSeine. Wrotealetter tomy Brother

John.
17th Friday Squally: Miscellaneous: Hauled theSeinegot somefinefish.
18th Saturday Fine: Miscellaneous.
19th Sunday Fine: Divine Service. Went onboard the "Favorite" and Spent the afternoon with Sergt

Sampson. Sheis avery nicesmart looking littleVessel.
20th Monday Fine: commenced watering.
21st Tuesday Squally with passing Showers: completed Watering.
22nd Wednesday Fineandvery warm. Fishingparty hauled theSeineandcaught 15th Bucketsof beautifull

fish. "Favorite" ready for Sea.
23rd Thursday  Fine. 5 AM The "Favorite" sailed for Sidney and will return here again before we sail.

Fishing party went away; caught somenicefish.
24th Friday Very fine: Variously employed.

 
1 Ross, Voyage. II. p. 74. ‘H.M.S. Favorite arrived early thismorning, when Commander Sullivan went on board, and

supersededLieutenant Dunlop [Robert J.W. Dunlop], whohadbeen actingcommander of her sincethedeathof her lamentedCaptain
[Commander Walter Croker].’

2 ex East Indiaman Hindostan, storeship, Master, JamesWood, wrecked 28 July 1841 in Mercury Bay, New Zealand.
College. Ships if theRoyal Navy. Navy List.



93
25th Saturday Fine: two years from England this Day.
A Melancholy accident occurred thisafternoon as theErebus"dingy" wasreturning from "Pah" with two

Marines in her under sail. By someuntowardaccident Sheupset andoneof theMarinesGeorgeBarker was
unfortunately drowned, and had not theSoldiers of the80th Regt lying at thepoint providentially Seen the
boat upset and Shovedoff toher assistance, theother manmust haveperishedalso, asthey arrivedonly just
in timeSavehim. Barker isaman much regretted by hisShipmates, ashewasamerry lively fellow andone
of thestrongest men in theexpeditionandwell adapted for aserviceof thisnature1. This isthethirdman the
"Erebus" has last by accident and I sincerely hopeit hewill bethe last.

26th Sunday Fine: DivineService. In theafternoon theBoatsof bothShipsemployedcreepingfor thecorse
of Barker but did not succeed in getting him. They must havenearly had him asapieceof hisTrowsersand
half hisNeck Kerchief wasbrought up on theforksof the"Creepers". In theEveningaboat capsizedwitha
carpenter who livedat Pahiahegot onan Island in theMidChannel but not seeingany boat likely tocometo
him heattempted to Swim to theMain, in doing of whichhewasunfortunately drownedwithinafew Yards
of theShore. It is Reported hewas in Liquor hehas left awifeand threechildren to deplorehis loss.

27th Monday Fine. Fishing boat went away and got somevery beautifull fish: Miscellaneous.
28th Tuesday Fine: fishing party went away. In theafternoononeof ChiefscameonboardwithhisSuite-

hehadsix wives- someof themwithmany children in thier arms. They all seemedhighly pleasedingettinga
few Trinkets.

29th Wednesday Fine: Miscellaneous: Fishing party.
30th Thursday Fine: wooding: Miscellaneous.

October 1841
1st Friday Tolerably fine. Fishingparty hauled theSeineandgot amost plentifull Supply of very finefish.

A largeAmericanWhaler camein: touchedworkingup toher Anchoragebeingafew minutes, got off again.
2nd Saturday Squally with rain.
3rd Sunday Very fine: DivineService. Spent a lonely Day.
4th Monday Squally with passing showers: sent aboat fishing got a few.
5th Tuesday Squally with passing Showers: sent aboat to fish: wasemployed all day in theGunner Store

Room.
6th Wednesday Squally with passing showers: working party employed: Sent aBoat to fish.
7th Thursday Very squally withpassingShowers. First Lieutenant withaBoatscrew went uptheRiver for

coupledays Shooting.
8th Friday Squally: sent aboat to fish; caught none. A Mail from England: received a letter from my old

friend Sergeant Kelly thecontents of which I cannot now expatiateon.
9th Saturday Fine. Went onboard the"Omega" of Fair HavenandpurchasedSomePotatoesfor theMess.

Commenced writing a letter to my old Friend Sergt J SKelly RM. Sent aboat to fish, caught none.
10th Sunday Squally with passing Showers: Divine Service. In the Morning the mens "Tent" at the

Observatory caught fireandwasburneddownwith thier clothes, had thewindbeen in thecontrary direction
theobservatory must havefallenaSacrafice[to] theflamesalso, whichwouldhavecrippled theexpedition.

11th Monday Fine: employed SKinning Birds for theCapn. BlueShirtspurchasedonshoreat 6/0 each for
thepeople: to bestopped out of monthly money.

12th Tuesday Fine: Sent aboat to fish caught somevery fineones.
13th Wednesday Fine: got all our new spars off: restored thebooms: sent a boat to fish had very good

success.
14th Thursday Fine: went down to Korradicco on duty: Sent aboat to fish.
15th Friday Fine: very warm: Miscellaneous: Sent aBoat to fish.
16th Saturday Fine: extremely warm. Sent a boat to fish: had only one haul and loaded the boat with

beautiful mackerel and carried away theseineor they would had many more.
17th Sunday Squally with heavy rain. Mustered by the Open list2 and read Articles of War1: a very

 
1 Davis, Letter, p. 6. ‘Hewasagreat loss, ashewasthebiggest man in theexpedition, and oneof thosejovial characters

that by his jokeskept themesscontinually laughing round him.’

2 SeeAppendix 5.
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unpleasant Sabbath.

18th Monday Squally with passing Showers. A survey held on Slops: hauled theSeinecaught Somevery
fineSnappers.

19th Tuesday Fine: cameon rain very heavy in theevening: cleared off in thefirst Watch.
20th Wednesday Very warm: Miscellaneous: in theevening aFrench Man of War camein2.
21st Thursday Very fine. Termday3 at theObservatory: hauled theseine. A brig fromHobart Towncame

in brought a few letters.
22nd Friday FineCapn of theFrench Frigate"Heroine" went onboard the"Erebus": hauled theSeine.
23rd Saturday Fine: very warm. Captain's went onboard the the "Heroine". She fired a Salute on thier

leaving which "Erebus" returned with ten Guns. Hauled theSeine.
24th Sunday Fine: DivineService. In theforenoon HMS"Favorite" camein from Sidney: brought Some

Newspapers but no letters which is adisappointment as weexpected aMail.
25th Monday Fine. French Frigate sailed. Went down the river in the afternoon Shooting. Shot a most

beautifull Pig upwards 100 lbs - had a fineafternoons sport.
26th Tuesday Fine: Miscellaneous.
27th Wednesday Heavey rain with thunder & lightening continued all night.
28th Thursday Squally with passing Showers: Miscellaneous: Sent aboat to haul theSeinegot very few

fish.
29th Friday Fine: went to Koraddico on duty: Sent aboat to haul theSeine.
30th Saturday Very warm. Went to Koradicco on duty for the Capn. A vessel from London called the

"William Wise" last from Hobarton: brought no letters for theShips: posted aletter for my oldFriendJerry
Kelly. Sent aboat to haul theSeine.

31st Sunday Fine: Musteredby DivisionsandperformedDivineService. In theAfternoonSergt Samsonof
the"Favorite" came onboard and spent theevening with me.

November 1841
1st Monday Fine: Miscellaneous. Captains goneon an inland expedition.
2nd Tuesday Fine: making Slight preparations for Sea: Sent aboat to haul theSeinegot Somebeautiful

fish. Sent someto Sergt Samson in the"Favorite".
3rd Wednesday Fine: bent theMainsail andgot theBoatsin toSeehow they wouldSuit inadifferent plan

of being Stowed. Unbent theMainsail and got theboats out again. Sent aboat to haul theSeine.
4th Thursday Fine: Captains returned. The"Albatros" yatch arrived from Aucland, brought someletters:

theowner Mr Blacket is not in her. Employed most of theday sKinning Specimens.
5th Friday Fine. Went toKororadikain theforenoononduty: went PighuntingintheAfternoon- hadSome

capital Sport.
6th Saturday Fine: went to Kororadika on duty: a largeEnglish Whaler came in. Sent a boat to haul the

Seinegot asplendid lot of fish.
7th Sunday Finein theforenoon: DivineService: passing Showers in theAfternoon. Spent the afternoon

onboard the"Favorite" with Sergeant Samson.
8th Monday Raining all day. Sent aboat to haul theSeinegot very few fish.
9th Tuesday Fine: Miscellaneous: a colonial vessel off the heads in the Evening: employed marking

Specimen cases most of theday.
  

1 SeeAppendix 6.

2 Ross, Voyage. II. p. 109. ‘On 20th October theFrench corvetteHéroineanchoredoff Kororarika, andI hadthepleasure
of receiving avisit from her commander, Captain L’Evêque.’

3 Terms or stated days of the German Magnetic Association on which every European magnetic observatory took
observations, occurred four times a year. Observatories were established at Altona, Augsburg, Berlin, Bonn, Brunswick, Breda,
Breslau, Cassel, Copenhagen, Dublin, Freyberg, Göttingen, Greenwich, Halle, Kazan, Cracow, Leipsic, Milan, Marburg, Naples,St.
Petersburg, and Upsala. In addition Rosswasordered to establish observatoriesat St. Helena, TheCapeof Good Hopeand in Van
Diemen'sland(Tasmania). Report, pp. 1–16. Observationsof dip, horizontal direction and intensity weretobetaken.Rossrecordsfor
the first Term Day, ‘we obtained a very complete and satisfactory series of observations throughout the 27th and 28th of August
[1840], with twosetsof magnetometers, in which threeinstrumentsof each weresimultaneously recordedateveryinterval of twoand
ahalf minutes throughout the twenty-four hours.’ Ross, Voyage, I, p. 111.
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10th Wednesday Fine: Miscellaneous: purchased astock of new potatoes for theMess.
11th Thursday Fine: rove running gear: and otherwise preparing for Sea. Sent a boat to haul theseine:

caught no fish. Sailed Albatros".
12th Friday Fine: very warm: bent Sailspreparing for Sea. Sent aboat tohaul theSeine; toretheSeineand

caught no fish. In theAfternoon went apig hunting; had a long tramp over theMountains but Seen none.
13th Saturday Very fine: Miscellaneous. In theAfternoonwent withaparty "Pig" huntinggot oneabout 96

lbs. Sent aboat to haul theSeinegot no fish.
14th Sunday Fine: noDivineService: Captainnot well: liberty men toand fromtheShips. IntheEveninga

vessel called the"Countessof Minto" fromScotlandcamein; brought newsof the"Tories" being inoffice1.
15th Monday Very squally withheavy passingShowersall day. In theMorningwent downtoKororaddika

to ascertain if therewasany letters - therewasnone- for theShips. In theAfternoon Sent aboat tohaul the
"Seine": caught aquantity of beautiful "Mackerell".

16th Tuesday Squally withpassingShowersall day. Small observatory cameonboardotherwisepreparing
for sea. In theforenoon went down to Kororarikaon duty.

17th Wednesday Fine: Miscellaneous: took onboard threeBullocks.
18th Thursday Very warm: Miscellaneous: closed and Sent theMail bag away by aMerchant Ship.
19th Friday Extremely warm; Thermometer nearly 80° in theShade. "Favorite" inboatspreparingfor sea.

Capns Ross & Sullivan dined onboard. Sent aboat to haul theseine.
20th Saturday Fine: inBoats: preparing for seatook the"Shacle" off: Observatory takendown& brought

onboard.
21st Sunday Fine: Mustered by Divisions: Capn not well. No Divine Service: all ready for Sea. In the

Evening heard of ahorrid murder at Man of War bay - awidow woman and child Killed, andServingMans
head cut off, also Capn Batemans Houseburnt down.

22nd Monday Fine: 4 AM unmooredShip andhoveinShort: wouldhaveSailedbut inconsequenceof the
murder waiting to ascertain whether it was the Natives or not who perpetrated [it]2. In the Morning the
Captain of an American Whaling brig lying close to us expired suddenly: in what manner have not yet
ascertained. Supposed to be from a blow given him by one of the crew over night, while in a State of
intoxication.

23rd Tuesday Fine. At 4 AM got under weigh with anicebreeze, "Erebus" and "Favorite" in compy. At 9
AM cleared theHeads, parted from the"Favorite". SheStood away for Hobart Town weto theSouthward
andEastwardwithaslashingbreeze: Studdingsails low andaloft3. At partingwegaveher threeheartycheers
which was returned. Breezefreshened in theEvening to half agale: Ship Steering very wild.
 

1 LordMelbourne(1779–1848), theWhigPrimeMinister, resignedafter adefeat by onevoteonamotionof noconfidence
in June 1841, and was replaced by the Tory Sir Robert Peel (1788–1850), who remained Prime Minister until his resignation in
December 1845, but becausetheWhigswereunableto form an administration, returned in early 1846. Hiscontinuedreformssplit his
party and he wassucceeded by Lord John Russell (1792–1878), aWhig, in 1846.

2 Ross, Voyage, II, p. 125. ‘Lateat night Commander Sullivan brought mealetter hehad just receivedfrom thesurgeonat
Kororarika, whoheldalso theofficeof coroner, statinghehadreceived information that amost atrociousmurderhadbeencommitted

by aparty of “Maoris” ,@who, after killing Mrs. Robertson, an European woman, threechildren, andher man-servant, hadset fireto
thehouse; and theinhabitantsof thetown, being in dread of an immediateattack, requested that an armedforcemight belandedfor
their protection. Asthisapplication wasnot backedby themagistrate, although hehadbeen solicited todosoby theconstablewhom
thecoroner hadchargedwith thedelivery of it, I suspected that heconsideredtheir fearsgroundless. I, however,directedCommander
Sullivan to send astrong party immediately to thevillageto makemoreparticular inquiriesinto thecircumstances, andreport tome,
without lossof time. Lieutenant Ellerman, towhom thisduty wasintrusted, returnedsoon after midnight, andacquaintedmethat he
had found the inhabitants in a state of great excitement and alarm, but that he could not hear that any number of natives had
assembled in the neighbourhood, and that many circumstances concurred to show that the murder had been an act of individual
vengeance.’

3 The visit wasrecorded briefly by an anonymous letter writer, writing from HMSTerror, in Berkeley Sound (Falkland
Islands) dated July 31st, 1842, which appeared in TheAthenaeum (4 March 1843, p. 212); ‘After remainingat Sydney threeweeks,
wewent to theBay of Islands, New Zealand, whereweimmediately erected theObservatories, andcommencedour magnetometric
observations. You must haveheard agreat deal about New Zealand lately, but I think it will beafailureasacolony; and aslongasI
could procureacrust of bread and cheesein England, I would not go there: it will bealossto all, except land speculators; an honest
man will never survive there, in my opinion.’
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24th Wednesday Wind headed us blowing very fresh. Ship Labouring a great deal and Shipping heavy

Seas: turned thehands up in thefirst watch to shorten Sail: remained until threebells in theMiddleWatch:
carried away foretopmast Stay sail, and wrung one of the whiskers nearly out of her. Seen Land in the
morning watch.

25th Thursday Blowing fresh fresh all day closehauled: heavy seaon: agreat many Albatros about.
25th Thursday Again - in consequenceof thecoursewehaveSteered wehavegained aDay whichweare

forced to disposeof in this way - two Thursdays in oneweek being a thing I may never seeagain: I am not
likely soon to forget it1. Blowing fresh all day: Moderated a little in the evening made Sail: a great many
albatros aboat.

26th Friday Fine: light breeze: closehauled: ageneral issueof Slops: abeautifull night makingSouthing&
Easting.

27th Saturday Fine: light breeze: goingbeforeit lower andTopmast Studg Sails: Killedabullock: Missling
rain in theAfternoon, "Erebus" in CloseCompany.

28th Sunday Very fine: Nicebreezeall day going before it with Studding low & aloft: DivineServicea
most beautifull night: agreat many Albatros about during theDay.

29th Monday Fine: slashing breezegoing right before it in Latitude41°48 Long. 176°20 East: cameon
hazy in theEvening with light rain in thefirst watch: shortened Sail: Sounded twice in thenight.

30th Tuesday Very hazy with light misling rain all Day, in consequence of which we passed Chatham
Island2 in the forenoon without Seeing it. Saw one very dangerous breaker at 9 AM, but Seen no Land.
Arranged cables in the Morning expecting to come too at Chatham Island. Also in the morning had
punishment, avery unusual thingwithusbut theindividual richly deserved it hiscrimebeingTheft Robbing
his comrade, dirtiness and general irregular conduct3. Hauled closeto thewind at night and Shortened sail
seen agreat many porpoises.

December 1841
1st Wednesday Slashingbreezemiddlingclear: closedhauledmakingSouthing& Easting: unbent cables:

many Albatros about.
2nd Thursday Fine: goodbreezeclosehauled: MakingSouthingandEasting: "Erebus" incloseCompany:

Seen many "albatros" and a few "CapePigeons", also oneor two "Turns".
3rd Friday Very fine: very light breeze: closehauled. In theAfternoon"Erebus" hovetooand lowered two

Boats to Sound onecamealongsideof us. Theman who was overboard from her theother day wasRogers
who was under Sentence of punishment, which he richly deserved and which he got next day: he jumped
overboard from theQuarter4. "TheErebus" peopleall well in Lat 48° 48.S. Lon 173°46 E.

4th Saturday Very fine: nearly a calm all: Capn went onboard the "Erebus": Killed a Bullock in the
Afternoon: nice little breeze sprung up in the Evening right after us. Saw one Penguin also a quantity of
"Kelp".

5th Sunday Extremely fine nice light breeze: Studding Sails low and aloft both Sides: Mustered by the
Open List5: Read theArticles of war1: DivineService.
 

1 Davis, Letter, p. 8. ‘We had two 25ths of November and two Thursdays in the same week owing to our crossing the
180th degreeof longitude.’

2 Latitude43°55'S, Longitude176°30'W.

3 TheLog states‘Punished Jno Irvinewith 48 lashesfor theft.’ ADM 55/134. Robbery technically involvesviolenceand
that isunlikely to havebeen thecasehere. (SeeAppendix 6, ArticleXXX.) Theft from acomradewas, andstill is, regardedasavery
seriousmatter indeed.

Instructions, 1833, p. 87, under Captain, Discipline at Article 27 state: ‘He alone is to order corporal punishment to be
inflicted, which he is never to do without sufficient cause, nor without previously signing aWarrant for it, nor is it ever to bewith
greater severity than theoffenceshall really deserve. TheOfficer andShip’ sCompany aretobepresent at every punishment, andthe
captain ishimself always to bepresent on such occasions.’

4 Davis, Letter, p. 8. ‘On 24th aman fell overboard from theErebus, and although there wasaheavy searunning hegot
hold of a life-buoy and was saved. We found out afterwards that he jumped over-board to escape punishment which he richly
deserved. They havebeen too lenient, for I fully believethat severity in thebeginning islenity in theend. However,hegothisdeserts.’

5 SeeAppendix 5.
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6th Monday Beautifull day: light breezeand Variable: Seen Several Penguins: a few albatros.
7th Tuesday Forepart of theDay inclined tobehasey windVariableand light: many albatrosabout: Seen

oneWhaleSpouting in theEvening: air getting cold: "Erebus" in closecompany.
8th Wednesday Finebreeze: light fall of rain and sleet: averaging 6 Knotsall day: "Erebus" Keepingvery

closeCompany.
9th Thursday Blowingvery hardall day: heavy Seaonandvery heavy squallsof Sleet andhail,withcutting

wind: closed reefed T.Sails & reefed F.Sail also storm stay Sail.
10th Friday Still blowing very hard: close reefed as yesterday squally: Ship labouring a good deal, and

Shippingheavy Seas. Several Albatrosabout: seemedvery hungry: they hadalmost amind [to] light2 on the
Quarter Boats.

11th Saturday Very fine; littleor no wind all day. In theEvening4 or 5 Grampus'spassedcloseunder our
bows. They seemd as if they were prosecuting a journey for the[y] Kept in a Strait direction as far as you
could Seethem. Day Light till 11 PM or nearly.

12th Sunday Very fine: good breeze all Day going before it Studg Sails: averaging Six Knots.
Mustered by Divisions in warm clothing & sea Boots: Divine Service: in the Evening came on light

missling rain.
13th Monday Extremely hazy all day and night: good breeze going before it: ships Keeping very close

company. A nasty thick rain falling: lost sight of theErebusin theevening for ashort timebothShipsbeating
thier "gongs".

14th Tuesday Light wind& light fogall day. In theEvening thefogcameonso thick youcouldnot seethe
"Erebus" fifty yard off: Kept firing Muskets: Ringing the "bell": and beating the "Gong" at intervals:
continued so during thenight. In theafternoon lowered a boat down and boarded thethe"Erebus" all well
onboard: shesounded three times the last with two thousand fathoms of Line; our boat took theLineout:
strong current running nearly four Knots. 10 Degrees from theAntartic circle.

15th Wednesday Light wind & rather Foggy all day: in the Evening very foggy. Erebus out of Sight
frequently: Ringing theBell & c.

Erebus Lowered aBoat & Sounded with long line.
16th Thursday Foggy all day good breezebut weather very disagreeable. In theMorning sighted thefirst

iceberg, a Largeone, after which passed two morevery stately ones, wending thier way to theNorthward.
Passed SomeSmall ice in thefirst watch.

17th Friday Fine: Slashingbreeze: passedSeveral icebergs: Killedour Last Bullock, puttingasufficiency
away for Christmas day & Newyears day at therateof doubleallowance. In Latitudeabout 62° S, at 9 PM
thirty icebergs in Sight alsoatolerablesised fieldof ice. Light snow squall at 11 PM: weather very cold: got
the"Crows Nest" up. Erebus hovetoo & sounded with Long line.

18th Saturday Very fine: at 30 - 4 AM3 madetheiceandentered it. It doesnot appear tobesocloseaslast
year and much farther to thenorthward: icevery hummocky. Passed oneLargeSeal and her cub lying on a
floeof ice: many WhalesSpouting. Ship receivedsomevery clumsy rubsfromthethepacked ice. A number
of Cape Pigeons flying about also of thenew Species of whiteBird.

19th Sunday Very fineicerather thick: DivineService. ErebusLoweredaboat in theforenoonand landed
on theicewith Someinstruments4. PassedSeveral Sealsandafew Penguins: anumber of Snow birdsabout
andsomeCapePigeons: Saw four WhalesSpouting. In thefirst watchCapn RossandSeveral of theOfficers
on theErebuscameonboard: night most beautifull. CaptainRosswent 30.10 PM andremainedShootingon
theicetill midnight.
  

1 SeeAppendix 6.

2 To fall and settleon asurface, asabird, asnowflake, aperson leaping upon theground, or the like. OED.

3 Presumably thismeans30 minutesbefore4 A.M.

4 Ross, Voyage, II. pp. 146–7. ‘ I took thisearly opportunity of obtainingmagneticobservationson alargefloeof ice, for the
purposeof ascertainingwhether thecorrectionsweemployedfor theeffect of theship’ siron werestill tobedependedupon.Wewere
at thistimein latitude63°23'S., longitude149°58'W., havingpenetrated thepack nearly onehundredmilesin asouth-west direction.
Themagnetic observationson theiceagreed very satisfactorily with thosemadeon board theships; by them wefoundthemagnetic
dip tohaveincreasedto77°23'S., andthevariation to20°2'E.; on board theErebusthedipwas77°25'S., andthevariation 20°14'E.’
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20th Monday Very finebut cold; icemiddling thick: loweredaboat. Captainboarded the"Erebus" andon

hispassagegot nearly upset by awhale, thestemof of theCutter taking thewhalesSpout holejust ashewas
blowing. Fortunately hemadeasudden retreat. Madefast to aFloeof ice& filled four tankswithbeautifull
freshwater ice: MadeSail inevening. TheErebus'speopleKilled twoor threeSealson theice: passedmany:
Seen one whale. In the first watch Seen three Penguins on a floe of ice: Several Snow birds shot & Cape
Pigeons.

21st Tuesday Fine: Sailing among the ice: the floes getting apparently heavier. Got fast once or twice
Erebusthesame. SeenSeveral Sealson theice: onewhaleSpoutedcloseunder thebows. IntheEveningcame
onvery foggy: bothshipsKept firingmusketsat intervalsof fiveminutes. During theday gettingevery thing
ready for for theuseof Sylvester's "Patent" heating Apparatus1

22nd Wednesday Fine: running throughvery heavy iceall Day & Night. In theeveninggot fast; hadSome
difficulty to get clear it took us threehours. Erebus Killed Several Seals & Penguins on theice: passed an
immensenumber of Seals in thecourseof theday. Heating apparatus all ready for lighting.

23rd Thursday Fine very light wind: tacking through very heavy ice. In the afternoon hove too, Capn

boarded the "Erebus". Both Ships made fast to "floes" of ice and watered Ships. Killed one Seal three
Penguinsandmany Snow birds2: madeSail at 11 PM progressingvery slowly: all well onboardthe"Erebus".

24th Christmaseve Fine: tacking through theiceall day: icegettingvery heavy. Thought weSightedLand
but couldnot Say whether it wasnot apart of theBarrier ice. ShipsKeepingvery close: makingpreparations
for Christmas Day.

25th Saturday Christmas Day being thethird wehavehad in her and all at Sea.
Thiswasany thing but apleasant oneas thepeoplewasemployed thegreatest part of theDay inwarping

and tacking through very closely packed ice: had abeautifull Dinner but could not enjoy it being obliged to
eat it by watches. Got several penguins off the ice: Somevery large icebergs about: all theOfficers dined
with theCaptain.

 
1 SeeAppendix 9.

2 Davis, Letter, p. 11. ‘Whilefast wekilledaseal of thehair kind [probably afur seal, Arctocephalusgazella],caught three
penguinsof akindunknown, andshot lotsof whitebirds. Thesebirdsareonly found in theantarctic regions; thepropernameof them
is, I believe, Procellaria nivea [possibly theSnow Petrel Pagodroma nivea] ; they arebeautifully white like thesnow itself.’
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Fig. 25. Leopard Seal (Hydrurga leptonyx) on icefloe, Bransfield Strait, 1970. R. J. Campbell.

26th Sunday Blowing fresh: reefed topsails: icebreaking fast: tackingall day inapool of water: not ableto
lay longer than about ten minutes on a tack. Killed two Seals on a"floe" oneof them abeautifull Leopard
Seal. Breezefreshened in thefirst watch: furled Main Sail. TheShip got theheaviest blow from aberg She
has had sinceshe's been out: wethought her bows wereStovein. Light fall of Snow at 10 PM: sleeting all
night.

27th Monday Light wind: tackingandLaying tooall day: Misty and foggy: goodclear water: icebreaking
fast: Killedavery largeSeal. Capn madeevery manapresent of aKnifeandeachMessonepoundof thread:
issuedSoap & Tobacco: SKinnedpair of beautifull Penguinsfor theCaptain. Went intheSecondCutter after
aSeal that wason afloeof ice: lost him. Cameon very foggy in thefirst watch with light Sleet: rained hard
during thenight.

28th Tuesday Tried to run but came[on] thick weather: tacking most of theday: very light breeze. Killed
threeLeopard Seals on theice: icescattering getting rotten. Erebus Keeping very closecompany.

29th Wednesday Nasty wet foggy Day: could not see20 yardsbeforeyou: Shipstackingevery Quarter of
anhour. Capn boarded the"Erebus". Got amost beautifull KingPenguin, Standsfour feet highandweighs64
Lbs.

30th Thursday Weather precisely the sameas yesterday: in theafternoon madesail: at 7 PM both Ship
made fast to a floe of iceoneon each Side: filled up with water. Sergt Baker cameonboard to seeme: ice
closing fast.

31st Friday New years eve: still fast: iceclosed entirely round us: weather beautifull. In thecourseof the
day built aniceappartment on theiceand put up aSign of the"Pilgrim of theOcean" on oneSide, with the
"Pioneersof Science" on theother1. At 12 PM hoisted theUnionandwelcomed1842withthreeheartycheers
and"hands" splicethe"Mainbrace". Drank her Majestieshealthafter which theOfficershadajubileeinthe
Pilgrimof theOceanandbothShipscompaniesrepairedonboard theErebusandcommenceddancingwhich
was Kept up until an early hour and every thing went of with thebest of good fellowship2.

It was abeautifull yet dreary Sight, to Seethetwo Ships joined on thebosom of thedeep with nothing in
Sight only iceandsnow and theSolitary Peterel or other Seabird - it remindedmeof Scotts"Diamondof the
Desert" in theTalisman3.

1842
January

1st Saturday Wasushered inwith joviality andhilarity; I hopeit will goout so. Day very fineandaperfect
 

1 C. J. Sullivan, SPRI MS367/22. ‘ the icecompletely shut usup at 6 p.m. wecast out DoubleAnchorsoneover the
bowsoneastern. TheTerror theother sideof theberg herewasaGamein theAntarctic Seas apublic houseErected on theberg
with all Kindsof Gamesagrazy [greasy] tailed pig, climbing agrazy pole, jumping in abag.’

2 Davis, Letter. p. 12–13. ‘A few minutesbeforetwelveyou wouldhavebeen stunnedwith thenoisethat wasmade, each
ship trying to beat theother - blowing of horns, beating of gongs, squealing of pigs (for themen took the latter under their armsto
makethem makeanoise), andall kindsof diabolical music - andat twelveit wasincreasedby each shipringing forty-twobells,which
iscalled ringing theNew Year in. Wethen all (I mean theofficersof course) assembledat our refreshment room on theicebetween
theshipswherethetwocaptainssoon joinedus. Captain Rosswasin high spirits, shakinghandswith everybody andwishing thema
Happy New Year. Hethen drank thehealth of all our men (for they wereall up), thehandshavingbeen turnedupto“Splicethemain

brace”.@ They then cheeredhim, andthesamethingwasdoneby Captain Crozier to theErebus, andafter moredrinkingandcheering
weseparated for thenight, or morning.’

3 Thestory, set in thetimeof theCrusades, takesplaceduringatrucebetween Richard I andSaladin. KingRichardasked
Saladin to appoint a place for a trial by combat between two crusaders and he selected the Diamond of theDesert, aspring in the
Syrian desert in thevicinity of theDead Sea. On arrival theCrusaderssurmountedthelineof low sandhills, andcamein sight of the
appointed station, whereasplendid but at thesametimeastartling spectacleawaited them.

‘TheDiamond of theDesert, so lately asolitary fountain, distinguished only amid thewasteby asolitary group of palm-
trees, was now the centre of an encampment, the embroidered flags and gilded ornaments of which glittered far and wide, and
reflected athousand rich tintsagainst thesetting sun. Thecoveringsof thelargepavilionswereof thegayest colours, scarlet, bright
yellow, pale blue, and other gaudy and gleaming hues, and the tops of their pillars, or tent-poles, were decorated with golden
pomegranatesand small silken flags.’ Scott, Talisman. pp. 412–3.
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Calm: no opening in the ice. During theday cleared away afour corner Ground and sKittleAlley on theice
also a ring for a jingling match1 and aball room for theOfficers.

At 9 PM, onaGunbeing fired fromthe"Erebus" aSilk Union jack Royal Standard& Ensinwashoistedon
theiceandaRoyal Salutewasfiredby aparty of SeamenwithMusketswhowereacting"soldiers" headedby
Mr Oakly and presented a most Ludicruous and Laughable appearance. The Officers drunk H Majesties
health inChampagneand theShipsCompany spliced theMainbraceanddrank her healthwith I dont Know
how many cheers. After which dancing commenced and was Kept until midnight when Sunday morning
walked in and hauled down thecolors, and dispersed theCompany2. Thejingling match afforded adeal of
amusement: we in all spent a very happy New Years day Considering where we were and every officer
deserves credit for endevouring to makeevery onecomfortable3.

2nd Sunday Fine: iceperfectly close: Mustered by Divisions: performed divineServiceastill quiet day.
Thereflection of theSun on distant largeicebergspresentsamost Sublimesight: onepenguin Killed on

theice.
3rd Monday Fine: light breezewhich increased at night with snow: iceopening a little to theeastward.
TheEveningsamusement on theicecommencedwith jumping inSacks: A Pighunt andclimbingagreasy

polefor rum also abear beat and other laughable& cs. A number of snow birdsand several gigantic Peterel
about: snowing all night.

4th Tuesday Strong breeze: Somevery large icebergs drifting very fast, had somenarrow escapes from
them: icebreakingandopening. Seena"whale" a"seal" & many "Pronevia"4: bothshipsstill fast: Snowing
all night.

5th Wednesday Fresh breeze a good deal of clear water. Caught five largeKing Penguins5 thesmallest
weighing 64 lbs the largest 71½: all beautifull & clean. In theevening thepeopleall sKylarKing on theice
snow in thenight - if night you can call it with theSun Shining.

6th Thursday Fine: plenty of clear water but the wind against us. Caught the largest Seal that has been
caught to theSouthward; measuring 12 feet and the flesh aloneafter being sKinnd, bled theblubber taken
of[f] & thebonesout weighing750 lbsevery particlewaspreserved. At 3 PM cast off fromthefloeof iceto
which both ships werefast and on which wehad ushered in theNew year and spent somemerry hours. We

 
1 ‘ Jingling match. adiversion in which all theplayersareblindfolded except one, who keepsringing abell in each hand,

while theothers try to catch him.’ OED.

2 C. J. Sullivan, SPRI MS367/22. ‘wekept up Dancing until 5 oclock in themorning When it ended with threeor
four Pugilistic matches in theForecastlewhich peaceably Ended… TheGameswent off well theExhibition in thecircus far
Exceeded theWaltzing in theBall room. JamesSavagecarried theprize in theBag. Jatter Welsh half strangled thepig and Bandy
carried theprize for thepole. When theEssenceof theBarley heated our Gents theSnow Ballswent flying. After around of
coffee they withdrew from thisRare Sceneof mirth So that theTavern Tap and ball Room half Empty bottles in fact thewhole
iceberg belonged to our Jolly Tarsuntil morning.’

3 Davis. Letter. pp. 13–15. ‘Weall dined together in thegun-room, and after dinner, at about eight in theevening, weall
went to aball on the ice, aball-room having been previously cut, with sofasall round, of courseall madeof snow. Flag-staffswere
planted with theRoyal Standard; twoor threesilk Union Jacks, besidesother flags, presenting, I assureyou, avery gay appearance. I
must mention thesign-boards(for it wassupposed to bean inn): onewasThe“Erebusand Terror” , and theother, riggedon aboat-
hook staff and an ice-axe, presented thefigureof Bacchusin onecorner andBritanniain another, andsomethingelseequally finein
theothers... But in thecentrewaspainted The“Pilgrimsof theOcean”, and on thereverse... The“Pioneersof Science”, at which
Captain Rosswasgreatly amused. On thesignal beinggiven (agun from theErebus) thetwoCaptainsmadetheir appearance(under
arather irregular saluteof musketry from aparty of themen rigged asaguard of honour) and took their seatson araisedsnow sofa,
andsoon after theball commenced. Of courseCaptain Crozier andMissRossopened theball with aquadrille; after that wehadreels
and country dances.... Ladies fainting with cigars in their mouths, to curewhich thegentlemen would politely thrust apieceof ice
down her back. But it would requirea“Boz” to giveany ideaof theridiculousscene; it wasbeyondall description, andthebest of it
wastherewasnot an ill word thewholetime, although thereweresomevery heavy fallsandmany asorefacefrom theblowsof the
snowballs.’

4 ‘Snow Petrel - ProcellariaNivea. Namechanged to PagodromaNivea.’ Gray, Birds, p. 37.
There are now known to be two forms of the Snow petrel, the Lesser, Pagodroma [nivea] nivea, and the Greater,

Pagodroma [n] confusa. Hadoram Shirihai, CompleteGuide to Antarctic Wildlife, pp. 141–2.

5 Aptenodytes patagonicus.
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left acask with theShipsnamesanddateon it. GodKnowswill it ever bepickedup. Tacking inclear water:
lowered 2nd Cutter Capn went onboard theErebus: Seen avery largewhale.

7th Friday Dirty foggy day tacking in a pond of clear water bearlyy holding our own. Seen SomeKing
Penguins on thefloes of drift ice. TheErebus lowered aboat after aSeal: after thecrew Struck him hetook
thewater and Returned and faced them again: but soon forfieted his life for his temerity.

8th Saturday Light wind in the forepart of theday: cameon to blow fresh in theafternoon and Evening
Reefed Topsails. Tacking in theice: doing very littleSeen plenty of pro niviaand whale. A boat camefrom
theErebus, and whileshewas alongsideabeautifull Penguin cameup closeto her on a floeof iceand was
captured they cut us clean out him.

9th Sunday Finehardwindclear sky: tackingamong theiceabout every tenminutes all day& night: barely
holding our own. Mustered by Divisions: Seen two whales: Erebus lowered aboat after somePenguins.

10th Monday Particularly finetacking among ice: 37 miles farther to theNorthward than on New Years
Day. In the Evening made Sail; Tryed to run made little progress: ice very thick. Killed one Seal in the
forenoon: very difficult Sailing in thefirst Watch: Killed two Seals in theMiddleWatch.

11th Tuesday Very fineregularly beset. BothShipsmadefast toaSmall floeof ice: had Somedifficulty in
warpingup to it. Thebody of theicevery thick anddriftingvery fast to theNorthward. Went inthe2nd Cutter
after avery largeSeal hemadehard fight and finally got in thewater, but I think hehad received his death
wound. Several whales about but all humpers1: Captain Ross onboard all theEvening.

12th Wednesday Very fine: at 9 AM cast off andmadeSail. Therewasavery largeBergclosetousat the
time: icealittleopener, windvery light. Set foretopmast & T.Gt Studdingsailsagreat many sealson theice
Killed oneor two.

13th Thursday Fine. Trying to run but doing very little, iceso very thick: wind very sharp: a number of
Seals on the floes of ice: Killed two also caught amost beautiful King Penguin weighing 78 lbs2. Erebus's
peopleover on theicetrying to track her but very littleuse. Somevery largeicebergsinterspersedamongthe
drift ice.

14th Friday Cold: tackingall day inasmall pondof openwater: iceclosing [inon] usfast: Shipsdriftingto
theNorthward in Spiteof us: Several Seals on theice.

15th Saturday Weather Gloomy: tacking about every ten minutes all the fore part of the day. In the
afternoon both Ships made fast to a large berg with a floe of drift ice between: Ships drifting to the
Northward. Spliced "Main brace".

16th Sunday Particularly fineStill fast: performedDivineService: ErebusKilledaSeal. CaptainRossona
largefloeof icewith the instruments all theevening3. No apparent prospect of getting South.

17th Monday Blowing fresh all day from theN.E. Ships drifting to theSouthward & Westward: heavy
Swell on. Icevery thick and heavy somevery largeicebergsabout nearly had tocast off oncetoavoid them.
In thefirst watch took two reefs in theTopsails and clewed them up, ErebusKilled oneSeal: night looking
very gloomy.

18th Tuesday Blowingvery fresh fromtheN.E. At 5 AM turned thehandsup, inconsequenceof theHeads

 
1 Humpback Whale, Megaptera novaeangliae. SeeCunningham’sremark on 21st January, 1843.

2 Ross, Voyage, II. pp. 158–9. ‘Theseenormousbirdsvaried in weight from sixty toseventy-fivepounds. Thelargest was
killed by theTerror'speople, and weighed seventy-eight pounds... They werefirst discoveredduringCaptain Cook'svoyageto these
regions, andthebeautiful unpublisheddrawingof Forster thenaturalist, hassupplied theonly figuresandaccountswhich beengiven
to thepublic, both by British and foreign writerson natural history. Mr Gray has, therefore, named it in thezoology of our voyage,
Aptenodytes Forsteri, of which we were fortunate in bringing the first perfect specimensto England.’ In Gray Zoology, pp. 38–9,
AptenodytesForsteri isnamedAptenodytespatachonica, however plate31 (titledAptenodytesForsteri) clearly showsan Emperor
penguin. It wouldseem thereforethat Cunningham'sidentification of thisasaKingpenguin, Aptenodytespatagonicus, wasinerror.

3 Ross, Voyage, II. pp. 165–6. ‘All thecircumstancesbeing favourablefor thepurpose, I went on theiceto takemagnetic
observationsin theevening, chiefly with theview of ascertainingwhether thecorrectionsweapplied to thosetaken on boardourship
remained unchanged, and if not, to afford themeansof deducing accuratecorrections.

‘Therewasagentleswell from thewestward, which kept theinstrumentsin motion, not sufficient, however, tovitiatethe
observationsin theslightest degree; thewindhavingdiedaway, so that perfect calm prevailed, an extensiveandsatisfactoryserieswas

obtained, which gaveequally satisfactory results: themagnetic dip wasfound to be79<39'ð@5 S., and thevariation 25<15' East.’
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Hawsers of the Erebus carrieing away and the large berg got adrift taking her ice anchors with it. We
succeeded in Keeping fast to thefloeof icethat was between us: icevery thick and heavy: Shipsdrifting to
Southward and westward. At 5 PM avery largeiceberg camedrifting onto usand webarely got Sail on the
Ships in timeto Savethem from being Smashd. Still Kept our floefast betweenus: cameonvery foggy: at 9
PM smart fall of rain: all thefirst watch theShips Receiving very heavy rubs from theice.

19th Wednesday Gloomy Miserable day. At 3 AM cast off from the floe: the Hawsers snapping like
carrots. All day tacking insmall spacesof openwater. In theafternoonan icebergstoveour sternboat - near
escape. Heavy wet fallingall theeveningand first watch: in thefirst watch tacked29 times. ErebusKeeping
very closecompany: ships barely weathering oneanother; an tremendous largeberg just to windward.

20th Thursday Blowingagaleall day: in thethickest of theicewithnoopenwater: Shipslabouringadeal:
icestriking them heavily. Shattered our Rudder all to pieces: got spareoneup out of after holdandbolted it
together1. Ship driving as she liked: sails close reefed and clewed up: both ship in a most dangerous
predicament havingmost narrow escapesin indeavouring toget clear of thelargebergs. A bergtook theyard
arm clean off theSpareTopsail yards in thechains2: drifting to theSouthEast. Seen Several Seals.

In66ðE 37 Sandnoprospect of gettingany farther Southworthspeakingof. Moderatedalittleinthenight,
whichwasvery fortunatefor us, aseight & forty hourslonger insuchweather wouldhaveKnocked theShip
all to pieces. Stoveoneof thesurf boats so as to render her useless3.

21st Friday Weather clear blowing rather stiff: but as thewind fell the iceoverpowered theswell. About
oneoclock both Shipsmadefast to afloeof iceafter adeal of difficulty: unshippedour Rudder found it ina
deplorablestate. 2 pintlesbroke& onegudgeonalsomainbeamwrungnearlyoff.Knockedall thecopper4 off
and found it almost past repairing: theErebus'sRudder wasalsodamagedandSeveral Sheetsof Copper off
both Ships.

22nd Saturday (Hands) on deck all day Repairing damages. Carpenters and blacksmiths of both ships
employd about the Rudder. The Surf boat that was damaged was broke up on the ice for firewood being
completely useless. Got thesparerudder over thesideall ready for shipping as soon as theiceclearsaway
from thestern: worked till 10 P.M. TheErebusKnocked oneof her skidsand someof her Davids5 down to

 
1 Davis, Letter. p. 17–18. ‘… but weexperiencedagreater lossin our rudder, which wasbroken andrendereduselessat ten

in the forenoon. A tongueof icegot under it and completely ground it round, splitting it all theway up, toretwo of thebracesof the
gudgeonsout of thestern-boltsand carried away threeof thepintles(all of which wereof thesizeof aline-of-battleship's), and the
rudder asit wasimmovable.... Wegot our sparerudder up, andput it together, but coulddonothingmore, andwehaddoubt whether
it wouldshipor not owingto thegudgeonsbeing torn away. I supposetheDockyardmen thought it impossible,and, insteadof having
sparegudgeonsbetween theothersand pintleson thesparerudder to match, they wereboth fitted alike.’

Therudder of aship isattachedto thestern post by pintles, metal boltsfastenedto theforwardedgeof therudder (bybands
on either sidewhich stretch acrossthetimbersof therudder), with their pointsdownwards. Thesefit into thegudgeons(goodgeons),
metal clampsbolted to thestern-post (in asimilar way to that in which thepintlesaresecuredto therudder). Thelatter haveaholein
each intowhich thedownwardpointsof thepintlefit. Therearegenerally four tosix gudgeonson thestern-post dependingonthesize
of theship; Terror hadsix. To fit therudder thepintleshavetobelinedupover thegudgeonsandtherudder can then beloweredinto
position.

2 SeeGlossary. Spare light sparswerenormally stowed vertically in therigging with the lower end resting in thechains.
Harland, Seamanship, p. 112.

3 Anonymousletter of July 31, 1842, in TheAthenaeum, 4 March 1843, p. 212. ‘ ...and on the20th [January] had avery
heavy gale, with a tremendousswell, which rendered our situation for thirty-six hours truly perilous: it wasmore likebeing tossed
about by an earthquakethan asea, theimmensemassesof icethreatening, asit were, to grind usto powder; and indeednoordinary
built ship couldhavestood it an hour; asit wassoon after thecommencement of thegaleErebus hadher rudder rendereduseless, by
theheadof it beingwrung, andourswascompletely torn from thestern post, although thefasteningswerethesamesizeasthoseused
in line-of-battle ships; there we were - two ships in an unknown sea, drifting about at themercy of thewinds, and (I mat say) ice,
without being in theslightest degreeabletoassist ourselves: fortunately thegalemoderated, andtheswell went down sorapidly, that
thenext day wewereenabled to makefast and repair damages. Wehad asparerudder, and after agreat deal of difficulty wewere
enabled to ship it, although only half assecureas it wasbefore.’

4 Shipsweresheathedwith thin copper sheetsbelow thewater-linetoprevent theteredoworm eating intotheplanksandto
stop theaccumulation of shell and weed on thebottom and so slow theship down.

5 It would seem likely thisshould beDavitsand not Davids.
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makescarfing pieces for our rudder. No open water whatever in Sight: both Shipsdrifting with thebody of
the iceat themercy of thewind without Rudders.

23rd Sunday Weather Fine. Artificers employed Repairing Rudder: still fast to the floe of ice: hands
employed generally. At three PM turned the hands to ship Rudder: Kept trying to Ship it up till 11 PM
without effect theGudgeonson thesternpost beingstrained: giveup andpipedsplice"Mainbrace".Thishas
been very unlikeaSunday but wemust not grumblebeing in imminent danger1: no open water in Sight.

24th Monday Weather fine: Shipsdrifting to theSouthward. At 7 AM turned thehandsup, in Rudder, to
alter thePintles, and Kept getting it in and out till four PM when wegot it shippd after adeal of labour. At 6
PM madesail taking our floeof icewith us. At 7-30 past got theRudder inboardagain tostrengthen it with
Iron bands2. Called thewatch at 9 PM after agood dayswork. At 10 PM drifted into someopen water. The
icethroughout thewholeof this day very heavy.

25th Tuesday Weather thick. Still fast to thefloecarrying apress of canvas to forceus through theiceit
being very closely packed. At 9 AM got therudder out and slung over thestern all ready for Shipping.

The old Rudder being completed at 6 PM turned thehands up to Ship it. Got it shipped unshipped and
hoisted inboardby 9 PM withsomeconsiderablelabour3. Got theYards& Staysdownanddecksclearedand
piped splicethe"Main brace". By 10 PM Ships making Southing but very slowly: in Lat 66° 53 S: passed
through somepools of water in thenight.

26th Wednesday Still fast to the floe. Stiff breeze: carrying plenty of canvas: Ice very thick making
Southing. Got theold rudder lashedon thestarboardsideof theQr Deck asastandby. Passed throughSome
pools of clear water in theevening.

27th Thursday FineandMildMakingSouthingslowly: bothShipsfast to thefloeall day.At 9PM got into
run of clear water turned the "Hands" up; Shipped rudder cast off from the floe and both stood to the
Southward: Clear leads all the first watch. Caught two young King Penguins on the iceweighing 35 & 37
Pounds: They are beautifull birds. I sincerely hope we may get well South this Season: a quantity of the
Erebus's copper off her bows.

28th Friday Very fine: light airs making littleprogress. In theEvening boxing about4 in open water: Ice
thick in our proper course.

29th Saturday Blowing fresh: iceclosing. In theafternoonbothShipsmadefast toafloe,after Somelabour
Unshipd Rudder and furled Sails Ship receiving some heavy thumps from the ice: came on to snow and
continued all night.

30th Sunday Snowing all day: DivineService. At onePM turned thehands to Ship rudder andmakeSail:
cast off: Someopen leads to theSouthward and westward. In consequenceof theLower deck being damp,
lighted SylvestersPatent heating Apparatus5 which soon dried it, but in theAfternoon thefurnaceandparts
adjacent got so hot you could not touch them and some Plugs had got under thehot Plateand caught fire
which caused Such a Smoke that we thought the hold was on fire. Cleared away and passed an immense
quantity water downbesidesworking theEngine. After sometimetheworkscooledandall steamandSmoke
ceased. Found therewasnodamagedone1. It causedagooddeal of Labour. Inall anveryunpleasant Sabbath
 

1 Davis, Letter, p. 19–20. ‘Theday after making fast wasSunday; wewereat work all day andnight, but they hadchurch
in theErebus, and it may giveyou an ideaof what Captain Rossthought of it when hesaid that beautiful prayer or thanksgivinginthe
“Forms of Prayer to be used at Sea,” commencing “Oh most mighty and gracious God,” returning thanks for our escape from
imminent danger. It was the first timeI haveever known it to beread publicly.’

2 Ibid. p. 18–19. ‘TheErebus's rudder wassoon repaired, and wepatched up oursasaspareby scarfing it and filling up
with oak plank, and hooping it round with ice saws which we were obliged to cut up for the purpose. We had great difficulty in
shipping thespareone, owing to theremaining gudgeonsbeing bent, and after trying for awholeday wemanaged it, and it isnow
holding by three instead of six.’

3 The replacement rudder having been unshipped for strengthening on Monday and then slung over thestern ready for
fitting when theshipwasclear of theice. The oldrudder wasfitted toensureit wouldbeavailableasaspareif required in thefuture.
Seeentry for thenext day, and for Thursday for shipping thereplacement rudder again.

4 To sail up and down often changing thedirection. OED.

5 SeeAppendix 9.
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but wemust taketherough with theSmooth.

31st Monday Snowing: tacking ship and doing very little. Cleared every thing away from the heating
Apparatusandgot it all right. In theEveningLowered theQr boatsandgot thewhale[boat] out to tow Ship:
towed till 10 oClock: spliced "main brace": Night fine.

February 1842
1st Tuesday Finedry day: Tacking all day in a littleopen water. At 6 PM wind shifted and got with some

capital leads of water: Breeze fresh all first watch Ship slashing through it: Passed avery largeberg. Ship
receiving Somevery clumsy thumps: heavy swell on. Got into all clear water in thenight.

2nd Wednesday Finebreezeall Day: Littleor no ice in sight. In theevening wind headed us tacked Ship.
Seen alittledrift iceand somevery heavy bergs. In hopesof going to theSouthward thisSeasonyet, but we
must bequick as our timeis short.

3rd Thursday Blowing fresh but foul: tacking to windward all Day and night. Seen Somevery iceto the
Southward. Somevery heavy bergs.

4th Friday Light airs till theEvening. At 5 PM breezeSprung up and favoured usalittle. Passed through
someice in thefirst watch. In theAfternoon lowered Whaleboat and Captain boarded theErebus.

5th Saturday Slashingbreezeall day. Averaging6 Knots: MakingSouthing& Westing. In69° 51S,164W
L[ong.]. Cameon to hail and Snow in theEvening very hard continued Wind Right after us. Spliced "Main
brace:" very littleicetobeSeen: heavy Seaon. Hopeweshall reach78° 0 yet thisseason.Nightsbeginningto
shew dark.

6th Sunday Light airs but favourable: chopped round in theevening: thick fog and wet mist all day and
night. Mustered by theOpen List2 and read theArticles of war3. In 69°58 SL[at.] and 167° W Lon. Some
Small Straggling pieces of iceabout.

7th Monday Blowingvery hardall day. Goingunder closereefedTopsailsandforesail closehauled.Laying
about South west and averaging fiveKnots. Heavy seaon: passed through Several driftsof looseice: Many
pro Neviaabout. In thefirst watch avery largewhalespouting closeto Leeward. Making most westing.

8th Tuesday Forepart of theday finewithaSlashingbreeze: Lower andTopmast Studdingsailsset: Going
South. In theEvening fell inwithabody of closely packed ice. ShortenedSail andtackedshipandstoodaway
to the NW with a strong breeze close hauld. Passed through some heavy drift ice: came on to Snow with
heavy squalls of wind. Turned thehands up to reef Tops sails. In thefirst watch theheaviest Snow squal I
ever saw for thetime.

9th Wednesday Weather fine: GoodbreezeTackingonandoff theice. In theeveningStoodalongabodyof
themost dangerouslookingpacked iceI haveseenyet. It appearedasif it hadbeen inamost tremendousgale
of windasit wasall thrownup in largehummocksoneonanother. A most beautifull eveningand first watch
Standing to the westward. In the first watch Seen two Penguins they came up only once. A few Peteral
Gigantiaabout and SomePro Nevia: Several whales spouting throughout thenight.

12th Thursday Very fine. Beating to windward but doing very little in consequence of the ice. A most
delightfull evening: Several very largewhales blowing in thefirst watch.

11th Friday Blowing freshall day withSnow and Sleet: Inall avery disagreeableday: closehauled: Making
Southing.

12th Saturday Day fine: Good breeze: Making Southing & Easting. In theafternoonwindchoppedround
right after us: Set Studding Sailsboth sides: cameon tosnow hardwith thick weather. WindVariablein the
first watch took theStudding Sails in. A great many seabird about of several species. Set Studding Sails in
theNight.

13th Sunday Tolerably finewind fair. Musteredby DivisionsperformedDivineService.Eveningvery fine:
Light airs and variablebut favourable. Several largebergs about but no drift ice: In 72° 23 South.
  

1 Davis, Letter. p. 21 ‘After about threehours' hardwork wegot thefireunder, andfoundthat anumber of plugssupplied
for thePateraroes [Paterero] which had been stowed in thefunnel, all of which wethought to beout, had taken fireand caused the
alarm. It iswell wegot off aswedid, for theship isso lumberedwith combustiblematter that any part of theship taking firewouldbe
attended with seriousresults.’ A paterero isakind of small mortar sometimesused to fired salutes.

2 SeeAppendix 5.

3 SeeAppendix 6.
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A vast number of whalesblowing and many whalebirds1 in thier track: Light airsall thefirst watch: Nice

smooth water.
14th Monday Came on to blow at 4 AM: Rose to a Gale and continued all day and night: close reefed

Topsails and courses: Laying SE. Snowing and Sleeting all day and night: Ships labouring a good deal.
Freezing very Keenly. Weather very thick: Battened down at night.

15th Tuesday Blowing very hardall day withsnow andsleet. Shippingheavy seasover all andeverything
froze: Battend down foreand aft. In themorningpassed twovery largebergsonevery close. At noon In74°
23 Sbeing farther than Weddel2 or any other Navigatorsexcept ourselves. Moderated alittleat night made
Sail. Weather looking very dirty and uncommonly cold: shook reefs out in thenight.

16th Wednesday Very fine: Up Royal Mast and yards in themorning: Light airs all day but favourable.
Forepart of theday peopleemployed beating theiceoff therigging. Theafternoon theErebusSoundedand
got Soundings in about 2 hundred fathoms3. In 75° 5 SL[at.] at noon. In theEvening almost acalm with a
nasty scotch mist falling: breezeSprung up at midnight.

17th Thursday Rattlingbreezeall day carrieingStuddingsailsandaveraging6 Knots.Several Light squalls
of snow. Only saw two or threesmall hummocks of iceall day going nearly South. In 75°-57 SL[at.].

18th Friday Day tolerably fine: closehauled: SomeLight squallsof Snow Heavy seaon: Strongbreezes. In
theafternoon in tacking took aseathrough theCabinWindow whichdoneagooddeal of mischief topapers
of theCaptains & c it brokeoneof theSashes all to pieces.

In theeveningSeaunshipped thelifebouy; "hovetoo"; LoweredQr. Boat andpicked it up. At noon inLat
77° 9 S& no Land in Sight Long 173 W. Many pro neviaabout. A fineclear night but freezing very Keen.
TheSky to theWestward in thefirst watch presented amost beautifull appearance.

19th Saturday A most bitter cold day. Blowing hard all day and shipping seaswhich frozeas fast as they
fell on theDecks. Galecontinued all night: making Northing & Westing.

20th Sunday Blowing agale. Shipping heavy seasand freezingvery Keen. One& half Inch ropeat least a
foot in circumferencewith ice. The lower Deck very wet & disagreeable. At 7 PM furled mainsail & close
reefd Topsails which was amost difficult job. Theiceabout thedecks thicker than ever I saw it before. No
walking or Standing and the Seawashing over you and forming icicles instantly4.

TheErebuspresenting amost dreary appearanceeverything appearing iceexcept her copper. In76° 14 S
L[at] & 167° 31 W Long. Spliced "Mainbrace": cameon toblow uncommon in thenight: carriedaway fore
top M t Stay sail Stay; turned up two watches and they wereemployed most part of thenight, Seawashing
over them. Seawashed away thelifeBouy which is agreat loss.

21st Monday 3-30 AM woreship inconsequenceof approachingSomeStreamsof packed ice. Blowinga
Galeall day andevery thing froze: Lower Deck very wet andexceedingly uncomfortable: Peoplesclothesall
wet. Moderated a little in theevening at intervals with heavy squalls of snow: bent new foretop mast Stay
Sail.

A great many Whales blowing in thenight. Kept moderating during thenight: madesail: Riggd out new
 

1 AntarcticPrion or Whalebird, Pachyptiladesolata. Roberts, Edward Wilson'sBirds, p. 96; Hadoram Shirihai, Complete
Guide to Antarctic Wildlife, pp. 176–8.

2 Weddell reached 74°<15'S, 34°<16' 45" on 20 February 1823 in theBrigJane, 165 tonsof Leith, andCutter Beaufoy, 65

tonsof London. Weddell, Voyage, p. 37.

3 Ross, Voyage. II. pp. 195–6. ‘ In theafternoon wehovetoandsounded in twohundredandninety fathoms, on abottom
of green mud, the temperature at that depth being 32°, while that at the surface was 30°. The current was found to be setting S.
78ðEW., at therateof ninemilesdaily. Thedredgewasput overboard for ashort time, and many curiousinvertebrateanimalsand a
small fish were taken in it.’

4 Davis, Letter. p. 22. ‘Theworst of thiskind of weather istheunmanageablestateof theship, and themen of thewatch
cannot moveto warm themselves, and when aspray comesover them they are literally moving lumpsof ice.’

Anonymousletter, TheAthenaeum, 4 March, 1843, p. 212. ‘ ...on the20th wehadagale, but in openwater.Still itwasvery
bad, not on account of thewind, but thespray comingover usformed itself into icebeforereaching thedeck, so that everythingwasa
mass of ice; coils of rope, and everything else were covered several inches in thickness, and most of our running gear about the
bowsprit was carried away by theweight of ice formed on them. At midnight on the21st wecamein sight of aPack right a-head.
After half an hour'sbeating at theropeswemanaged to get theship round ...’
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dolphin Striker.

22nd Tuesday Weather fine. Good breezeand fair; StuddingsailsbothSideslow andaloft; averaging5½
Knotsall day. Makingnearly adueSouthcourse. Thawing fast; got thelower deck nearly dry. In theevening
Erebus got Soundings in 190 fathoms. Expecting to Seeeither theLand or theBarrier soon. Somelargeice
Bergs about apparently Land bergs. Indistinctly SeetheBarrier at midnight.

23rd Wednesday Very fine. Standing in towards theBarrier until 6 AM. Tackedandstoodout until 2 PM
when tacked and Stood in again until 7-30 PM when wecouldnot proceedany farther withSafety. Thepart
we Stood into was a deep Bay where Large bergs had broke out of from the great Barrier. The Bay was
completely covered with Pancakeice& hummocks. TheBarrier appeard to beabout 150 feet high and of a
very irregular appearanceinconsequenceof thefrequent occurrenceof largeportionsof it breakingaway,but
a most Sublime appearance as a whole with the reflection of a Strong Sun and clear Sky. Two Penguins
passed on avery small Pancakeyou would think hardly capableof bearing thier weight. They lookd liketwo
oldVeteranswithblack Shaco.sonandStanding to "attention". At noon in77° 48 S.L[at.] andat 7-30PM in
78° 11 201 being farther than wehaveever been beforeto theSouthward or any oneelse.

After tacking, Standingalong thebarrier all thefirst watch. Passd abeautifull fur Seal onahummock close
to theShip it was thefirst I haveSeen. Many pro Niveaabout; Passd through aquantity of Slud2 ice.

24th Thursday Morning& forenoon fine. All theearly part of theMorningStandingthroughheavyPancake
ice.

Great Quantities of Whales: Seals: Killers & Humpbacks3 also birds about. Going beforethewind with
Studdingsails low andaloft. In theforenoonbent new Main& foresails. At nooncameon toblow hardwith
continuousSnow: took inStudg sail & reefedTopsails; weather very thick; squareyards; averaging6Knots.
Making Northing MadeSail in thenight.

25th Friday Tolerably fine with passing Squalls of Snow & hail: Fine breeze and fair: going 6 Knots.
Passed through an immense quantity of Slud ice quite red, exactly like Iron rust, it had a most curious
appearance on the water. Passed Some large bergs and a deal of drift ice. Saw few Whales and many Pro
Nevia. Making Northing: In 74° 59 at noon. Night getting dark.

26th Saturday Fine: breezeright aft. Studdingsailsbothsidesuntil eveningwhenshortenedsail andhauled
closeto thewind inconsequenceof iceinour track. In thefirst watchpassed throughmany streamsof young
ice. A Penguin Kept round the Ship all the first watch; heSeemed quitesurprised. Hesung every timehe
showed abovewater. Most part of theDay going 6 & 7 Knots.

27th Sunday A most beautifull day but freezingvery Keen: Goodbreezeandright after us: studdingSails
both Sides. In themorning bent new Topsails.

Forenoon DivineService. Passed through immensequantitiesof young iceand Somevery largebergs. In
theevening light breeze. Lowered Whaleboat Captain went onboard theErebus.

At 7 PM bent new Spanker. Captaincameonboardat midnight turned the"Hands" up, inboat andSecured
her madeSail: All well onboard the"Erebus".

28th Monday Very coldbut fineSlashingbreezeall day: Averaging6 Knots. A great number of very large
bergsinSight all day: passed throughadeal of Pancakeice. In theEveningNinety icebergscountableinSight
besidesagreat many youcould not count. Someof themthelargest drift bergswehavemet. At 9 PM turned
thehandsup in consequenceof beingcloseon toavery largebergandnot beingableto tack: fortunately we
just cleared it or elsewemust havebeen smashed all topiecesaswe weregoing5 Knotsclosehauledwitha

 
1 Ross, Voyage, II. p. 201. ‘TheTerror cameuptousin about half an hour, when an interchangeof signalstookplace.The

latitudeof theErebuscomputed from our observationsat noon was78°<8'S., that of theTerror, 78°<11'S.; themean of which 78°<9'

30"S., wasadoptedasour latitude, which wouldplacethefaceof thebarrier in 78°<11'S., in thelongitudeof 161°<27'West. Fromthis

point it trended considerably to thenorthwardof east, forbidding thehopeof our reachingahigher latitudethisseason; andalthough
wehad only surpassed that of last year by about six miles, wecould not help feeling that but for thesuccesswhich hadattendedour
exertionson that occasion, theresult of our operations thisyear would bemorehighly appreciated ...’

2 Probably Sludge. SeeGlossary.

3 Killer whale, Orcinusorca, and Humpback whale, Megaptera novaeangliae.
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Strong breezeand heavy Swell on1. At 10 PM not so many bergs in sight. Reefed topsails.

March 1842
1st Tuesday Finebut cold: Goodbreezeand fair all day. In theafternoonpassedasmall Streamof pack ice

withSeveral Sealson it andmany moretrying toget on it. Throughout theday passedmany bergsandadeal
of ice. Slight squalls of Snow in theevening; at Night Shortened Sail and hauled closeto thewind.

2nd Wednesday Fine: Goodbreezeall day and fair: going to theNorthwardandEastward: Not manybergs
in Sight. Light air theevening and aCalm in thefirst watch. Air not so cold.

3rd Thursday Day fine: Nicebreeze. Ship just near enough thewind toKeep Slap full. TheAfternoonboth
Ships Shortened Sail. Lowered 1st Cutter & sent onboard theErebus: All well on board. At 6 PM weather
becamevery thick & dirty. ReefedTopsailsandDriver: Struck Top Galt yards: blowingrather freshbut not to
say cold: only oneor two largebergs in sight.

4th Friday At one AM came on to blow very hard and freshened till 8 AM; close reefed Topsails and
courses: furled Mainsail & foresail: Also foreTopsail: Heavy Sea on. Moderated in theafternoon: Shook
reefs [out] and madeSail wind dead against us. At noon 3 miles farther to theSouthward than Yesterday:
wind variable in thefirst watch. At 10 PM Somebright displays of auroradarting towards thezenith from
Canopus.

5th Saturday Blowing freshall day but fair. Heavy seaon. At 11-30 AM doublereefedTopsails: averaging
7 Knotsall day and first watchunder Topsailsdoublereefed& courses. InthemorningWatchupTopGallant
yards.

At noon in 67° 4 S. L[at.] 172° 0 W Lon. At 7 PM SplicedMainBrace. During theday rovenew Top sail
Braces & Secured theBoats all ready for heavy weather.

6th Sunday Very fine: nice breeze right aft Studding sails low and aloft: Averaging 4½ Knots all day.
Mustered by theopen List2. At noon in 65° 5 L[at.] 168° W Long. A great many Humpers3 about. Passed
Several largebergs apparently thawing fast.

7th Monday Nicelight breezeright aft Studdingsailsbothsideslow & aloft; averaging3½Knotsall day.
Light squallsof Snow throughout theDay & night at which timesair very cold. Sent downtheRoyal Rigging
for a full duetill wehavecleared thosedangerous Latitudes.

8th Tuesday Weather fine: good breezeright after us: Averaging 4½ Knotsall day: Somelight squallsof
snow.

9th Wednesday Weather very fine: Rattlingbreeze: averaging5½all day. MakingNorthing& Eastingfast:
wind nearly headed us. In theevening could just carry a foretop M t Studg Sail. Havenot seen any icethese
two days, I think weareclear of it.

10th Thursday Slashingbreezeall day: averaging6 Knots. In theEveningpassedavery largeBarrier berg.
Cameon toblow hard in thenight; doublereefed theTopsails. Heavy squall of snowinthefirst watch: Going
right beforethewind.

11th Friday Blowing hard all day right after us: going 7 Knots under treble reefed Topsails & foresail:
heavy seaon: weather looking very squally with Sleet and Snow occasionally: Steering dueEast.

12th Saturday Nearly acalmfrom12 till 4 AM after whichastaggeringbreezenearly right after us: Going
7 Knotsall day under doublereefedTopsails& Foresail. Weather very thick withSleet: Heavy Seaon. Inthe
evening Seen SomePorpoises. Making abeautifull passageso far for theFalkland Islands.

13th Sunday SuchaoneasI hopeI may never spendagain. 0 30 AM, had just turned inandwasdosingoff
tosleep, whenAll Hands wascall.dwith thedismal cry of largeicebergscloseahead.Thepeoplejumpedout
of thier Hammocksandmadethebest of thier way ondeck nakedasthey were, but beforethey all got up the
two shipsrun foul of oneanother. When I got ondeck asight presented itself whichmadetheStoutest heart
 

1 Davis, Letter. p. 24. ‘ Just before 9 o’clock the Erebus weathered a large one [iceberg] (which was a great object to
weather), about aquarter of amile, webeing to leewardweathered it also, but within thirty yards; theseabetween usand it waslikea
cauldron of boilingwater, andbreakingagainst it with great fury. I hardly breathedwhilewewerepassing it. Thehandswereondeck
to tack, but shewouldnot havegot round. They said in theErebus that it wasavery pretty sight, but moreinteresting to thosethatare
safe than to thosepresent.’

2 SeeAppendix 5.

3 Humpback Whale, Megaptera novaeangliae.
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quail and I believeevery manresignedhimself toeternity without hopeexcept inhismaker. It isrequisiteto
say that it was pitch dark with nearly a gale of wind and both Ships going before it under double reefed
Topsails at the rate of 7 Knots an hour and Steering very wildly. TheErebus was on our Starboard beam
something under a¼ of amile. At Midnight Sheobservedalargebergonher Starboardbow andalsoahead
withapparently clear water onher port bows. Weobservedalargebergonour Port bow andalsoaheadwith
apparently open water on our Starboard bow. Theconsequencewas Sheboredown Weboreup and both
Shipscamein collision with aViolent crash: us to leeward with atremendousbergsocloseonour leebeam
that you could throw abiscuit on it: with a fearfull Sea foaming against it.

Fig. 26. Collision between HMSErebus and Terror. By Commander G. W. G. Hunt, RN.

TheErebustook usonour Starboardbow carrieingaway our Cat headandbest bower Anchor,Our jiband
flying jibboom. At the Same time carrying away her own Anchor Cathead and every thing before her
Knightheads. Bowsprit short off to the Gammoning. They then recoiled from one another for a moment
(which was one of awfull Suspense to the poor half naked beings that crowded these decks). She took us
again thenononour mainbeamwithamost terriblecrash takingaway her own foretopmast closetotheCap,
and nearly Staving our side in, breaking our rubbing pieces right up and tearing the iron Sheathing
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Fig. 27. HMSErebus passing between theicebergs. By Commander G. W. G. Hunt, RN.

into ribbons. They hung together a few momentsKeeping us in awfull suspenseand driving usnearly on
theberg. She then disengaged herself in doing of which shecarried away her Main Top Galt Mast and our
Top M t Studg Sails booms and Yard arm Irons. Also our Qr boat & Davids1 spikeplank, Stern Davids &
Spanker boom and leavingusbothnearly wrecks: fortunately for usthesearagingagainst thebergcauseda
heavy drawback which Kept us from it and we got clear through a passage between two fearfull looking
barrier bergs each Miles long. For ½ hour our feelings was indiscribable we were aware that we were
comparatively Safe: but we could see nor hear nothing of the poor "Erebus", and in fact we could see no
means how shecould besafed. At length aBlueLight announced that Shewasabovewater and not agreat
way fromuswhichmadeevery heart boundagainwith joy. Immediately afterwardstwohorizontal lightstold
us She [was] wearing which both Kept doing until Daylight2. At which time we both presented a very
Shattered appearance; She looking much worse than us. The Erebus then signalised they were all well
onboard and making no water. Which signal we repeated relativeto ourselves. I must heresay that it wasa
most wonderful interpositionof Divineprovidencethat wewerenot all Sent into thepresenceof Our Maker
withall our Sinsonour Shoulderswithout onemomentspreparation. Nor evenanaccident occurredfor all of
which I hopewewill beall thankfull during the remainder of our lives and that may tend to reform us is a
consumation devoutly to beprayd for.

On lookingat theiceevery man felt astonished to think how wecamethroughit for the passagewouldhave
beenamost difficult oneby daylight much lessin thedark andby accident or Godsgoodwill. TherewasSix
largebergs all closetogether with apparently only theoneopening amongst them.

How the "Erebus" was Saved I Know not yet3. Hands employed all day repairing damages. The day
 

1 Davidsarepresumably Davits.

2 The exact meaning of this sentence is not clear, but both ships remained hove to under the lee of the ice berg until
daylight, thereby gaining a littleshelter from thegale.

3 SeeAppendix 11 for accountsof thiscollision by Ross, McCormick, andthat written by J. C. Sullivan for JamesSavage,
in Erebus, and by Davis, and theanonymousauthor of the letter in TheAthenaeum in Terror.
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middling fine: Night very dirty.

14th Monday Fine. Jogging under easy sail so as not to overeach the "Erebus" who was getting a jury
bowsprit rigged out and otherwiserepairing damages: ourselves in tolerablerepair. TheErebus appears to
haveher Starboard Bower Anchor droveinto her bottom below her Copper, Flukesup, which looksamost
singular and extraordinary circumstance. A most beautifull night. A number of bergs about.

15th Tuesday Fine: Nice breeze: right after us: averaging Knots1. Erebus got her Fore Top mast and
Topsail yardup andSail Set: alsoher MainTop Gt Mast: beginning to look alittleto rights. In theafternoon
agreat deal of Signalising when it wasreported that weweretoproceed to thefalklandsand the"Erebus" to
Rios which I believe is true. A number of bergs in sight all day. Shortened Sail at night.

16th Wednesday Fine: Strong breezeright after us: Averaging 7 Knots. When theErebus rolls over She
ShewstheAnchor Stuck inher Bilgequiteplain it seemsacuriousplacefor one. SteeringdueEast: passeda
few small bergs: Shortened Sail at night.

17th Thursday Saint Patrick'sday: asdull aoneas I haveSpent for Years. Weather very dirty Light thick
continuous rain all day: Going 7 & 8 Knots all day: at night Shortened Sail. Spliced Main Brace. Steering
nearly dueEast a littleSoutherly.

18th Friday Day fine: Rattling breezeright after us going 7 Knots all day. In theevening cameon to rain
hard continued all night. In the forenoon seen a very largeberg. Ship leaking all over. All theSlops in the
after Cockpit wet, agreat many literally rotten. Heatingapparatusalight all day. Run till 10 PM: "Hovetoo".

19th Saturday Blowing very hard all day: Heavy Sea on: going before thewind. Seen oneor two Small
bergs. At night cameon to blow agaleof wind which continued all night with atremendousSearun till 10
PM when Hovetoo under aclosereefed Main Topsail and foreStorm Stay Sail. Ship labouringagreat deal
and Shipping very heavy seas. Battened down fore& aft. Slept noneall night.

20th Sunday Fineoverhead, wind moderatedalittlein theMorning: MadeSail: Runningall day withstiff
breeze. During thenight theAnchor that was fast in theErebus'sBilgewent, I supposeby thelabour of the
Ship: when Sherolls you can Seetheholes wheretheflukes weredrovein.

Eveningsqually. Seen themoon for thefirst time: Sheappearsabout ninedaysold: first watchclear.Ships
Keeping closecompany.

21st Monday Squally all day and night: Wind ahead: Ship hardly laying her course: Seen two or three
bergs: Run all night.

22nd Tuesday Weather very fine: Light squalls: Wind freeaveraging about 3½ Knots. Seen SomeSmall
pieces of ice. Erebus bent new Topsails.

A good Look out for Shipsaswearedrawing near thier track for catching afair wind round theHorn2. A
beautifull night.

23rd Wednesday Weather tolerably finewithpassingsquallsof Sleet. Wind light andfair: ForeTopmast &
Lower Studdg sails. A few dark Albatros about tried to catch them but did not Succeed. A most beautifull
moonlight night.

24th Thursday Weather fine: Light Squallsoccasionally: rattlingbreezegoingbeforeit averaging7Knots:
night finebreezefreshened.

25th Friday Squally: Strong breezeall day, right after us: going7 and8 Knotsall day & night: Heavy Sea
on: ForeTop Gt Sail blew out of bolt rope.

26th Saturday Light squallsall day with hail. Good breezeright after us: going6 Knots. Heavy squalls in
thefirst watch. carried away Stard lower boom.

27th Sunday Finewithpassingsquallsof hail: Goodbreezegoingbeforeit StuddingbothSides. In59° 3S
L[at.] 87 18 W Long at noon. Averaging 6 Knots all day.

28th Monday Squally with hail very finebetween thesqualls: Good breezeright after usand freshenedat
night. Several brown colored Albatros about.

29th Tuesday Very finewith light airs. Aired bedding. Slung clean hammocks& scrubbed thedirty ones

  

1 No speed given.

2 Cabo deHornos, Latitude55°59'S, Longitude67°16'W.
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All of which I am very well pleased is done. In the Evening the wind headed us: close hauled. A most
beautifull first watch.

30th Wednesday Day fine: Nicebreezejust carrieing foretopmast studg Sail. In theEveningcameonblow
pretty hard & headed us with rain. At 8 PM cleared up and wind veered round on thebeam again: going 5
Knots. About 350 Miles off CapeHorn at noon.

31st Thursday Squally with hail but finebetween squalls: good breezenearly right after us averaging 5
Knots. About 240 Milesoff CapeHorn. Seen oneor two very largeAlbatros. Heavy hail squalls in thefirst
watch.

April 1842
1st Friday. Strongbreezewithheavy Squallsof hail: CarryingForeTopmast StuddingSail: going7Knots.

Nearing theHorn fast: cameon acalm at 11 PM.
2nd Saturday A calmtill 4 AM whenalight breezesprungup deadagainst us, freshenedtoagaleintheday

with rain.
At noon nearly in theLongitudeof theHorn. At 2-30 PM turned theHandsup to wear Ship and Shorten

Sail; closereefed theTopsails& coursesandSent theTop Gt yardsdown. A melancholy accident happened
to the"Erebus". InShorteningSail by somemeansShelost amanoverboard. Her lifebouy waslet go; It past
us at Somedistancebut could not say whether any onewason it or no. ShipsKept tacking to windward for
onehour & ½ when thelifebouy passed closeto windward of us, but no oneon it1. ShipsmadeSail. In the
Evening wind moderated and chopped round right after us with rain: Made Sail. The Erebus is very
unfortunatehaving lost threemenby drowning& oneby Suffocationalso twoseriously injured.Thanks beto
God wehaveas yet met no accident of any Kind. Wedo not Know as yet who theman is.

3rd Sunday Blowing freshall day withsquall of rain. Heavy seaon. At noon in56 32 SL[at.] 6524ELon:
Averaging7 Knots. ShipscarryingForeT M t Studg sail: Carriedaway Two. In theEveningSightedaSail but
it being dusk She passed to windward of us without being able to discern what shewas. At 7 PM double
reefed Topsails.

In the first Watch closed reefed them and rounded CapeHorn2 being well to theEastward of it: blowing
hard all night.

4th Monday Blowing very fresh all day with heavy squalls of hail: Going right before the wind under
doublereefedTopsailsandCoursesaveraging7 Knots: Heavy SeaonandShiprollingheavily. IntheEvening
theSeaappeared as if wewerewithin Soundings by its color also anasty Short Swell: finenight.

5th Tuesday A most beautifull day - a thing looking quiteStrangeto us. In theMorningwatchpassed the
BeaucheneRock3 a low littleisland. 6-30 AM turned theHandsup: Madeall Sail. Shifted theSheet Anchor
to theBow. At 9 AM bent cables. Standing along theland all theAfternoon and Eveningat agooddistance
fromit. Fell nearly acalmin thefirst watch& delightfull Night Starsvery brilliant. I hopewewill get intothe
Falkland Islands.

6th Wednesday In themorningwatch thebreezeSprungup andheadedus. Beatingalongthelandtill 2PM

 
1 Ross, Voyage, II. pp. 233–4. ‘As the gale increased, we close-reefed the topsails, and were in the act of reefing the

courses at 2 P.M., when James Angelly, quarter-master, fell from the mainyard overboard: the life-buoy being instantly let go, he
swam to it andgot upon it with apparent ease, so that wenow consideredhim safe. Although therewastoohigh asearunningfor any
boat to live, yet Mr. Oakley and Mr. Abernethy, with their accustomed boldnessand humanity, were in oneof thecutters ready to
maketheattempt: I wasobliged to order them out of theboat, for theseawasat thistimebreakingover theship in such amanner as
to makeit evident that thecutter wouldhaveinstantly filled, whilst, by makingashort tack, wecould fetch towindwardof thebuoy,
and pick him up without any difficulty; wethereforemadeall sail on theship, and stood towardshim: but just aswegot within two
hundred yards, the wind headed, and obliged us to pass to leeward, so near, however, as to assureusof being able to fetch well to
windward, after ashort board. Hewasseatedfirmly on thebuoy, with hisarm roundthepole, but hadnot lashedhimself toitwiththe
cordsprovided for that purpose, probably from beingstunnedor stupefiedby strikingagainst theship'ssideashefell overboard. In a
quarter of an hour weagain stoodtowardshim, with thebuoy broadupon our leebow; but toour inexpressiblegrief, our unfortunate
shipmatehaddisappearedfrom it. Wedroppeddown soexactly, that wecould takeholdof it with aboat-hook; and, hadhebeen able
to haveheld on four or fiveminutes longer than hedid, his lifewould havebeen saved; but it pleased God to order it otherwise.’

2 Latitude55°58'S, Longitude67°17'W.

3 BeauchêneIsland, Latitude52°54'S, Longitude59°11'W, themost southerly of theFalkland Islands, discovered by M.
Gouin deBeauchesne, 19 January 1701.
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whenweweathered theKidney Islands1 and thenKept away withaSlashingbreezethroughtheSoundof Port
Louis2. The weather cameon quite thick with rain could not see theLand only at Intervals. Arrived at the
Anchorageat 4-30 PM: brought up with theSmall Bower. Seen a great many Ducks and wild fowl on the
passage up. Every person felt a great disappointment in finding there was no Letters or news for us. By
chancetherewasanew navy list whichcontained thepromotionof four of theOfficersof theexpeditionour
own worthy Commander Posted at which we were all heartily glad. The first Lieutenant of Erebus3 to be
Commander, Mr Smith toLieutenant andour ownclerk incharge4 tobePusser. Thereisonly 16 Inhabitants
on theIsland. They sent off fresh Beef in theEvening it waspoor but remarkably good flavoured. Blowing
and raining all thefirst watch.

Fig. 28. Plan of Berkeley Sound, Falkland Islands.

7th Thursday Weather fine. Got theBoatsout. TheGovernor5 sent menwithaboatscrewof theErebus'sto
 

1 There are two Kidney Islands in theFalkland Islands, one in Lively Sound and theother off Berkeley Sound. Theone
mentioned herewould appear to bethe latter, Latitude51°38'S, Longitude57°44'W.

2 Port Louis Harbour, Latitude 51°33'S, Longitude 58°07'W, lies at the head of Berkeley Sound on the east sideof the
Falkland Islands. Theoriginal settlement wasestablishedby Louis-AntoinedeBougainville, in 1764, andnamedPort Saint Louis: it
lieson thenorth shoreof theharbour.

3 Ross, Voyage, II. p. 238. Lieutenant Bird.

4 Ibid. p. 238. Mr. Mowbray.

5 Ibid. p. 239. ‘Mr. Hallett acquainted me that Lieutenant Moody of the Royal Engineers was at present Lieutenant-
Governor of thesettlement.’
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lassoBullocksfor theShips. They got four and thereisagreat many: wealsocanhavewhat wewant without
Stint. The Islands looks good looking Land and Level but entirely clear of wood. The Shore and Bay is
covered with wild ducks and Geeseof different Species. Someof which wegot and found them beautifull.
Therewill benoscarcity of provisionshere. In theEveningObservatory went onShoreready for erecting in
theMorning. Heavy squall with rain in thefirst watch.

8th Friday Blowing fresh and squally all day. Hovein short in themorning ready for Shifting billet. Layd

out Kedges& warpsready for warping up: Carpentersemployederectingobservatory.Seenagreat manywild
ducks & Geese.

It is rumoured wearegoing lay heretill wehaverepaired damageand haveageneral refit.
9th Saturday Fine. At 5 AM turned the"Hands" up: Up Anchor andcommencedwarpingup theSound to

thewestward. At 8-30 AM MooredShip near thewest Shore, Berkely Sound, closeto the"Erebus". Unbent
Sails and unroveall running gear. In all ahard days work. In theEvening Spliced "Main brace". Capt Ross
and most of theOfficers of the"Erebus" Spent theEvening onboard. TheOfficersShot Several fineGeese
and threeRabits.

10th Sunday Blowing aGaleall day: noboatsleft theShip: Musteredby DivisionsandperformedDivine
service: Very heavy squalls at intervals.

11th Monday Very fine. Peopleemploy.dashorebuildingTurf Housesat theObservatory.At 8AM Started
onShootingexcursionwith theFirst Lieutt. Shot Several GeeseandRabbitsreturnedonboardat 5PM after a
very hard days travelling and very fatigued.

12th Tuesday Fine: People employd ashore. Sent a boats crew to Lasso Cattle for the Ships: Killed 5
Bullocks. TheOfficers Shot agreat many Rabits.

The"Erebus" lightening theShip by getting SpareSpars and likeashore.
13th Wednesday Fine. Peopleemploy.d ashore about theobservatories.
14th Thursday Gloomy. Went down theriver Shooting all day: had somegood Sport shot Several upland

Geese1 and Someducks. Peopleemploy.d at theObservatories.
15th Friday Fine. People employ.d about the Observatories2. The Governor visited both Ships in the

Afternoon. Heis ayoung man: an Engineer Officer. Cameon to rain [in] theevening.
16th Saturday Forepart of the day wet: Afternoon dry: People employd about theObservatories. In the

Evening A brig called the "Alarm" of Poole came in from the River Plate. She brought one Family and
number of Sheep.

17th Sunday Fine. Mustered by Divisionsand performed DivineService. Spent theAfternoon with Sergt

Baker onboard the"Erebus" very pleasantly. After Dinner thepeoplegot leavetogoonShoretill sunset: they
all got insensibly drunk with Somedeleterious drug bearing thenameRum. At 8 PM went onshorewith a
boats crew to endeavour to bring them off: found them lying about theTurf had to carry them down to the
boat. Oneman nearly died in thefirst watch: had theStomach pump applied to him.

18th Monday Fine: with light Showers. Got thePinnaceout: Sent theTopsail andLower Yardsashoreand
the booms. At 8 AM Started with theGunner of the "Erebus" and threemen to hunt rabbits for theShips
Company; had theGovernor['s] Dogs: Got 56 and returnedonboardat 9 PM after averyhardDayswork and
exceedingly tired. I must at thesametimeSay I had SomeCapital Sport.

19th Tuesday Very fine. Peopleemploy.d ashore. Goughers3 went for beef: Sent 8 Qrs onboard.
20th Wednesday Fine. PeopleemployedashorecuttingTurf tobuildaStore. HuntingPartywent awayand

got 60 Rabits & 7 Geese. Commenced theMagnetic Term.

 
1 Chloephaga picta leucoptera.

2 Ross,  Voyage, II. pp. 242–3. ‘The astronomical and meteorological observatory was placed near the fort, built by
Bougainvillein 1764, for theprotection of thesettlement, at an elevation of sixty-eight feet, andthemagneticobservatorynearer tothe
ships in a more protected situation and thirty-six feet above the level of the sea: two huts were erected close by it for the
accommodation of theofficersandmen employedat theobservatories, andour usual seriesof magnetometricandother observations
werecommenced on the15th of April.

‘ Theastronomical observationsandpendulum experiments, in which I wasassistedby Captain Crozier, werebegun soon
afterwards, ...’

3 Gougherswould appear to beGauchoes.



114
21st Thursday Very fine. Peopleemploy.d cutting Turf ashore: completed theMagnetic Term.
22nd Friday Blowing fresh all day. Shooting party went in the morning in the Whale boat but in

consequence of the breeze freshing they did not get aboard before Midnight when they were completely
fagged out. Peopleemploy.d cutting turf ashore.

23rd Saturday Very fine. BothShipscompanieswent down theriver tocut peat for theObservatories.Went
away hunting Rabits and Shooting all day had very good success and sport.

"Spliced main brace".
24th Sunday Fine. Mustered by Divisions and performed Divine Service. Leave for the people in the

evening.
25th Monday Very fine. People employ.d ashore cutting Turf. A small craft seen off the Heads in the

Morning.
26th Tuesday Wet all day. People employd ashore. Party went to Shoot Bullocks for the weeks

consumption. In theAfternoon theArrow aKetch fromtheWestwardcameinbut brought usnoLetters- or
news.

27th Wednesday Squally with passing Showers all day. People employ.d cutting grass to thatch the
Observatory houses.

28th Thursday Blowingvery hardall day. A party consistingof threemen fromeachShip goneonaweeks
excursion tocatchandKill Bullocksfor theShips1. Thepeoplecarried theWhaleBoat over landtoSalvadore
Bay for them up which they havegot to go. Snowed very hard in theMorning.

29th Friday Blowing freshwithsquallsof rainall day: peopleemploy.dashore. ErebusStruck lower Yards
and Topmast, unrigged her jury Bowsprit and sent it ashore.

30th Saturday Blowing fresh all day. Peopleemploy.d ashore.
May 1842

1st Sunday Particularly fine. Musteredby OpenList2 andperformedDivineService. Spent theAfternoon
onboard the Erebus with Sergeant Baker. Some of the people employ.d Bullock catching returned; have
captured 6 finebeasts; another party starts in themorning.

2nd Monday Rainingandblowingall day. In theAfternoonstruck Topmast. Got asupply of meat fromthe
Gouges3.

3rd Tuesday Weather gloomy. Took theletter Bag on board theErebus. At 7 Bells AM the"Arrow" got
under weigh and passed under our Stern. Manned the rigging and gave us three hearty cheers, which we
returned. Shetook themail and proceeded to Rio. Peopleemploy.d ashore.

 
1 Ross, Voyage. II, pp. 241–2. ‘As an abundance of fresh beef for our crewswasof the first importance, I obtained the

governor'spermission to send ahunting party to supply theshipsduring thewholeperiod of our stay .... Theservice, was, however,
toodangerousanaturefor thoseunacquaintedwith it toenter upon without duecaution; ... I thereforeconsidered it better towait the
hourly expected arrival of Her Majesty’ 's ketch, Arrow, commanded by Lieutenant Robinson, ... that from her people, who were
accustomed to thesport, our huntersmight receivethenecessary instructionsand assistanceuntil they should beableto do without
them.’

2 SeeAppendix 5.

3 Thisappears to theGoughers [Gauchoes] mentioned at 19th April 1842.
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Fig. 29. Hunting Wild Cattle in theFalkland Islands, from Ross, Voyage, II. p. 240.

4th Wednesday Fine. Peopleemploy.d ashore: Miscellaneous.
5th Thursday Squally withpassingshowers: Peopleemploy.donshore. Went onshoreall dayShootingand

Rabiting. Shot oneGoose& 18 Rabits had ahard days Sport.
6th Friday Squally with passing showers: peopleemploy.d ashore. Bullock party sent in 4 largebeasts.
7th Saturday Fine dry day. People went down to Long Island1 to cut Grass to thatch the Store. Strong

breezeall day.
8th Sunday. Fine. Mustered by divisions and performed DivineService. In theAfternoon aportion of the

people went onshore on Leave and came off Very Drunk. Sergeant Baker Spent the afternoon Spent the
Afternoon2 with me.

9th Monday Fine. Peopleemployed down theharbour getting Peat: Miscellaneous.
10th Tuesday Blowing fresh all day. Peopleemployed thatching theStore.
11th Wednesday Weather very changeable. People employ.d bringing Stones to raise the piers:

Miscellaneous. Cameon to blow very hard in thenight.
12th Thursday Blowing fresh during the forenoon. Cleaned theCableTiers. In theafternoon thepeople

employ.dBullock hunting; cameinhavinggot 9 headof Cattleand40 Geese. Brought twocalvesalivetothe
Observatory.

13th Friday Raining and blowing all day. Peopleemploy.d carrying thefresh meat from SalvadoreBay3.
14th Saturday Very squally with passing Showers. Peopleemploy.d onshore.

 
1 Thenamesof Long Island and Hog Island asshown on Adniralty Chart 1326, surveyed by Captain Fitzroy, 1834, have

now been transposed. On the 1834 Chart Long Island is in Latitude 51°32'S, Longitude 58°05'W and Hog Island is in Latitude,
51°33'S, Longitude58°05'W.

2 Presumably oneof theseshould havebeen crossed out.

3 Port Salvadore, entrancein Latitude51°24'S, Longitude58°17'W, extendsaconsiderabledistanceinlandwiththeheadof
N E Creek onemileswest of thehead of Porty Louis.
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15th Sunday Very fine: Mustered by Divisions. In theAfternoonaportionof thepeoplewent onshorefor

recreation.
16th Monday Weather very variable: both Shipscompaniescommenced clearing the"Erebus" out. Went

onshore in the afternoon on duty. In the Morning the Small Schooner from the Eastward came in and
discharged her Cattleon Long Island.

17th Tuesday Weather very damp & squally. Cleared a good deal of our wet Stores out and took in the
"Erebus's" Rum and dry provisions.

18th Wednesday Very fine. Peopleemploy.donboard the"Erebus". Thepartyemploy.dBullock catchingat
SalvadoreBay camein for aSpell having procured 28 Quarters.

19th Thursday Thefinest day Sincewehavebeen in here. Peopleemploy.d carrying thefresh Meat from
SalvadoreBay. Miscellaneous.

20th Friday Raining and blowing all day. Peopleemploy.d onboard the"Erebus".
21st Saturday Foggy disagreeableweather. Peopleemploy.d clearing out the "Erebus". Seen aVessel off

theHeads in theafternoon and evening endeavouring to beat up.
22nd Sunday. Very heavy squalls of Rain and Snow fine between times. Mustered by Divisions and

performed DivineService. TheVessel thatswasoff theheadsyesterday camein thisEvening. Shewasbrig
that Sailed out theother day to theWestward.

At 4 PM athreeMasted Vessel seen off the"heads".
23rd Monday Fine. Peopleemploydclearing the"Erebus" out. In theafternoon theVessel that wasseenoff

the"Heads" yesterday workedup. Sheisabrigcalled the"Champion" of London. Shebrought nomail.Last
from Rio. 5 months from Liverpool.

24th Tuesday Dirty wet day. Queens birthday. Fired a Salute. Had double allowance of Beef & Rum.
People employed onboard the "Erebus" getting her ready for hauling up next Tide. All theOfficers dined
onboard the"Erebus". In theEvening wrotea letter to my Brother John.

25th Wednesday Hard frost. At 6 AM the crews of both Ships hauled the "Erebus" up on thebeach to
repair damages: found agreat quantity of her copper off and damagd. Carpentersemploy.d on her all day &
night. Peopleemploy.d clearing our own Ship.

26th Thursday Very Variable. Peopleempl-y.dclearingship. At 6 PM bothcrewshovethe"Erebus" off the
beach to her moorings her damages being repaired. At 8 PM aheavy fall of hail. Spliced Main brace.

At 6 AM. unshipped theRudder & took it ashore.
27th Friday Heavy squalls of snow all day. PeopleVariously employ.d. Carpenters Caulking.
In theforenoon took the letter Bag onboard the"Erebus", for apassageper the"Alarm".
28th Saturday Snowing, hailing& Sleetingalternately, avery disagreeableday.PeopleVariouslyemploy.d.
29th Sunday Blowing, hailing & snowing all day. Mustered by Divisions & performed DivineService.
In theforenoon the"Champion" sailed bad weather for her.
30th Monday Snowing & blowing all day. Winter Setting in with Severity: peopleVariously employ.d.
31st Tuesday Finebut freezing Keen all day. Went Shooting had agood days sport; got 20 rabits and 1

Goose. Miscellaneous.
June1st 1842

1st Wednesday A very severeday: blowing and snowing all day: Miscellaneous.
2nd Thursday Finehard frosty day: peopleemploy.d getting the"Erebus's" Storesonboard. A cold damp

fog at night. A Party consistingof 5 men fromeachShip went away for SalvadoreBay tocatchCattle. They
took 14 Days provisions with them.

3rd Friday A bleak wet miserableday blowingvery fresh. Peopleemploy.dgetting the"Erebus",storesoff:
Officers surveying them.

4th Saturday Weather mild with damp fog. People employ.d getting "Erebus's" Stores off: Officers
surveying them: Miscellaneous.

5th Sunday Blowing very fresh all day with squalls of sleet and snows.
Mustered by theopen List1: Read theArticles of War2 and performed DivineService.

 
1 SeeAppendix 5.

2 SeeAppendix 6.
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6th Monday Tolerably finewithSomeSlight fallsof Sleet: Peopleemploy.donshorerebuildingtheOfficers

house: Freezing Keen at night.
7th Tuesday Forepart of theday fine, in theafternooncameonroughwithsleet. Peopleemployedonshore

and carrying over fresh meat of Salvadorebay.
8th Wednesday Damp foggy weather withpassingshowers. Peopleemploy.dgetting the"Erebus's" Stores

onboard and clearing our own fore hold. Went onboard the Erebus in the afternoon to see the Beef fairly
divided between theShips.

9th Thursday Heavy snow squallsandvery cold. Clearing theShip. Peopleworkinghard: whentheground
tier in theforehold was broken up found agood deal of water in thehold among thecoals.

10th Friday Weather dry but freezingKeenall day. Peopleemploy.dclearing theShip out andLandingthe
Stores.

11th Saturday Weather damp & Gloomy. Peopleemploy.dclearingship andotherwise: cameon to rain in
theevening with very dirty appearance.

Onyesterday a singular occuranceoccurredashore. A Boy havingpreferredachargeof anunnatural crime
against a man on shoer, one of the Laso.ers1. the Governor ordered a court of enquiry on theSubject and
finding that thechargewas false& malicious, did Sentencetheboy to receivethreedozen Lashes over the
"Breech at threedifferent partsof theSettlement: whichwascarried intoeffect amidst theapplauseof every
person present. I consider it avery just & mild punishment: it was mild in consequenceof theyouth of the
Culprit: If it had been an adult I certainly think hedeserved hanging2. Continuous Rain all night.

12th Sunday Continuous drisling rain all day and blowing fresh. Mustered by Divisions and performed
DivineService.

13th Monday Damp foggy weather with misling rain, Ship clear of all her Stores except coals which the
peopleemploy.d all day weighing and adjusting them.

14th Tuesday. A dead calm all weather mild and fine. People employ.d bringing the fresh beef from
SalvadoreBay: our peopleemployed therehaving Shot two cows & 6 calves.

15th Wednesday Tolerably fine: PeopleVariously employ.d, onshore& aboard. In theeveningcameonto
rain hard and blow fresh which continued all night.

16th Thursday Thick fog with Misling rain all day; Miscellaneous: cleared of[f] at night a little.
17th Friday Foggy. Partially cleared at Intervals. Went onshore Shooting and got some very good

Specimens. Miscellaneous.
18th Saturday Forenoon finecameon thick in theafternoon. In theeveningcommencedrainingvery hard

which continued till 11 PM: Miscellaneous.
19th Sunday Very fine. Mustered by Divisions and performed DivineService. In theafternoon a watch

went on leave. At night theweather becamevariablewith passing Showers. Sergt Hearndon of theSappers
cameonboard and Spent theevening with me- avery nicefellow heis.

20th Monday A most beautifull day, getting every thing ready for hauling the Ship on the beach on
Wednesday. A serious accident had nearly occurred through someTar getting among theCoals in theCoal
holeand becoming heated, they had nearly ignited when they discovered by theCarpenter. Miscellaneous.

21st Tuesday Raining & blowing hard all day. Got hawsers out all ready for hauling the Ship ashore
tomorrow morning. In theEvening fell nearly acalm and commenced freezing. Moon shining very bright.

22nd Wednesday Very fine. 3-30 AM turned the "hands" up and commenced hauling the Ship ashore,
assisted by the"Erebus's" people. Got her ashoreby 7 AM: but not sufficiently high to admit of arriving at
the"brace" on thesternpost that isdamaged: tried toget her in theEveningbut failed: spliced "Mainbrace".
Frozevery hard in thenight.

23rd Thursday Very finebut freezing all day. Peopleemploy.d about theShip. In theeveninghoveher up
higher. A largeVessel seen in theoffing. In thefirst watchSheanchoredunder NorthIsland3 andtheErebus's
 

1 Probably areferenceto theGauchoesand apparently thesameastheGoughersmentioned at 19th April 1842.

2 SeeAppendix 6 Articlesof War, ArticleXXIX, for punishment in theFleet.

3 ThereisnoNorth Islandshown on thechart of Berkeley Sound. Apart from LongIslandandHogIslandtheonly islands
in theentrancetoPort LouisareBird Island(now Cochon Island, Latitude51°36'S, Longitude57°47'W) withKidneyIsland2½ miles
east south east of it, which lieoff thesouth shoreof theentrancetoBerkeley Sound. It wouldseem probablethat Carysfort anchored
under the leeof Long Island. SeeFig. 28.
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Galley went down to her and cameup in themiddleWatch bringing amail with her. TheShip proved to be
the Carysfort; from Rio last: brought some Stores1. Received a letter from Head Quarters from my old
Messmate Jonathan Dadecontaining adeal of interesting Matter. Freezing Keen all night.

24th Friday Fine: hard frost. The Carysfort worked up and anchor.d in the evening2. People Variously
employ.d about theShip. In theevening tidehovetheShip's Stern off and laid her nearly bow on.

25th Saturday Fine. Hard frost all day. In the morning both Ships compys hove the Ship off to her
Moorings. Peopleafterwardsproceeded toSalvadorebay for thesupply of freshbeef. In theafternoonLord
GeorgePoulett, theCaptain of theCarysfort, visited theShip and afterwards dined onboard the"Erebus".

26th Sunday Finewithhard frost. Musteredby DivisionsandperformedDivineService. Receivedaletter
and two newspapers from my old comradeFord.

In theafternoonanumber of theCarysfort peoplewent on leave: all of whichgot very Drunk andoneman
Drank to that excessthat hewassuffocatedastheStomachpump couldnot work inconsequenceof thepiece
of beef sticking inhisthroat inheavingup. Another man in the"Erebus", Fawcett3, nearly met asimilar fate.

27th Monday Tolerably finewithsquallsof snow. Commencedgettingour Storesonboard.A great number
of theCarysfort went on a Shooting excursion. TheCaptains& Lord GeorgePoulett dined with Governor.
Freezing very hard all night.

28th Tuesday A most bitter day blowing and snowing all day: wind bitter cold. TheCarysfort buried the
man that wassuffocatedand tried towater but in theafternoon it cameonagale; oneof her boatsintryingto
beat up got washedon therocksand theCrew got out. Sheremainedon therocksall night. "Erebus" hoveher
off thismorning. Shehad sustained Very littledamage. It issuspected that thecrew in thenight brokeintoa
storebelonging toamanby thenameof Scully andstoleanddestroyedaquantity of Liquor: I believethereis
out for them.

29th Wednesday Tolerably finebut very cold. Lord GeorgePoulett of theCarysfort mustered theShips
Companies. After which theCapn dined with him.

30th Thursday Fineclear day but freezingKeen: got all theprovisionsonboard. Went Shootinghadagood
days Sport, but travelling was very bad theSnow being so deep in theGully.s. A great [number] out of the
Carysfort went on ahunting excursion to JohnStons harbour.

July 1842
1st Friday My birth Day. Weather squally with light falls of Snow & freezing Keen. People employ.d

stowing holds. Lord Poulett and theOfficers of theCarysfort dined onboard.
2nd Saturday A very boisterous day with fallsof Snow & very cold: Miscellaneous. Captains& Officers

dined onboard theCarysfort.
3rd Sunday Very finebut freezingKeen: Musteredby DivisionsandperformedDivineService.Cameonto

rain in thenight and continued until Morning.
4th Monday Weather mild: Thawing: Miscellaneous. TheCarysfort had general exerciseand firingat the

Target, and very good firing Shemade, having flag, Staff, andbuoy away at SeparateShots. Sheafterwards
threw someShell.

5th Tuesday Tolerably fine. Bullock hunterscamefromSalvadore, havinggot 13beastsall of whichwill go
onboard the Carysfort. The people employ.d carrying the meat down in the afternoon and did not get it
completed: Miscellaneous.

6th Wednesday Greatest part of the day foggy. Went Shooting for the Captain had some good sport.
 

1 Ross, Voyage, II. p. 255. ‘ In theevening of the23rd. aman-of-war wasseen beating up Berkeley Sound, and on her
anchoring, lateat night, outsidethenarrows, I sent an officer on board, in caseof her wanting theassistanceof apilot intotheharbour.
On hisreturn, heinformed meit washer Majesty'sship Carysfort, commandedby theRight HonourableLordGeorgePaulet, [third
son of the13th. Marquisof Winchester; hewent on tobecomean Admiral andADC toQueen Victoria, anddied22.11.1879.Burkes
Peerage] havingon boardabowsprit, andalargesupply of provisionsandstoressent tousby CommodorePurvis,andalsoaquantity
of privatestock for which wehad written to amerchant at Rio ...’

2 Ibid. p. 256. ‘Early next morning, I went topay my respectstoLordGeorgePaulet, takingwith meMr Tucker,masterof
theErebus, to pilot theCarysfort into theinner harbour. Therewasalight adversewind, but aided by aflowing tide, and admirably
manoeuvred, sheworkedthrough thenarrows, andanchoredcloseto theErebusin theafternoon.’ Lord GeorgePauletwaspromoted
Captain on 18.11.1833, and so wassenior to Captain Ross(23.10.1834); etiquette required that Captain Rosspay the first call.

3 Captain of the forecastle.
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Carysfort inboatspreparing for Sea: Her Officershad farewell dinner onboard the"Erebus". Miscellaneous.

7th Thursday Forepart of theday raining. At 9 AM Carysfort Sailedgivingusthreeheartycheerswhichwe
returned. PeopleVariously employed.

8th Friday Very fine. Peopleemploy.d fitting gear: Miscellaneous: rained in night.
9th Saturday Fine. Peopleemploy.d fitting gear. In theevening cameon to Snow, hail & rain also heavy

squalls. Frozehard in thenight.
10th Sunday Very fine. Mustered by Divisions and performed DivineService: No leaveno visiting.
11th Monday Finebut blowing fresh, peopleemploy.d fitting gear.
12th Tuesday Tolerably fine. In theafter part of theday cameon heavy squalls of hail which continued

during thenight. Peopleemploy.d fitting rigging & Gear. Blew very hard in thenight and frozeremarkably
Keen.

13th Wednesday Fine. Went toSt Salvadorerabbiting; caught & Shot 2 Dozenhadverygoodsport.People
employ.d fitting Rigging & Gear: cameon Squally in theevening.

14th Thursday Fine. Peopleemploy.d fitting rigging and gear: Miscellaneous.
15th Friday Weather very fine. Forepart of theday peopleemploy.dbringingPeat fromLongisland. Inthe

afternoon got thetopsail yards off.
16th Saturday Very fine. Got theTopmastsup andriggingset up. In theafternoon thepeoplewent over to

Salvador Bay for fresh beef; thepeopleemploy.d catching cattlehaving comein.
17th Sunday Fine. Mustered by open List1 and read thearticlesof War2. PerformedDivineService. In the

afternoon Sergt Baker came onboard and spent the evening with me. A small Schooner came from Port
Pleasant3 with Cattle.

18th Monday Raining all day and night: People employed fitting gear: Miscellaneous.
19th Tuesday Raining until 9 AM. Got the topsails across4 and the lower yards from the Shore:

Miscellaneous. "Erebus's" new Bowsprit completely fitted and looking well.
20th Wednesday Very heavy squall of wind & rain. Got thelower yardsacross. Peopleemploy.d rigging

Ship: Miscellaneous. Commenced theMagnetic term.
21st Thursday Finewithoccasional squalls. Peopleemployed fittingship. Finished the"Magnetic" Term.
22nd Friday Fine: Fitting Ship. Went away Shooting had agood days Sport. Miscellaneous.
23rd Saturday Fine: Fitting Ship: Miscellaneous: cameon to rain in thenight.
24th Sunday Raining and blowing very hard all day. Mustered by Divisions. Miscellaneous.
25th Monday Raining all day & night. In the morning the Captains went away in the "Pinnace" on an

excursion to "Port Pleasant"5. In theafter-noon Peopleemploy.d catching cattle; camein havingprocureda
supply. Peopleemploy.d carrying themeat from "Salvadore".

26th Tuesday Weather tolerably fine. Went onboard the"Erebus" toseethemeat divided.Peopleemploy.d
bringing the rope from thestore. At 8 PM seen two Rockets over theLand let off by theCaptains at "Port

 
1 SeeAppendix 5.

2 SeeAppendix 6.

3 Latitude51°48'S, Longitude58°12'W.

4 i.e. got theyardshoisted up and in position across themast.

5 Ross. Voyage, II. p. 258. ‘At the request of the Lieutenant-governor I made an excursion to Port William [Latitude
51°40'S, Longitude57°45'W], accompaniedby Captain Crozier, for thepurposeof formingan opinion upon therelativemeritsof the
twoharbours, andwhether Port Louisor Port William isthebest adaptedtobethechief port of thecolony in anaval andcommercial
point of view combined. Theresult of theinvestigation, which, owing tounfavourableweather, occupiedusnearly aweek, was, that
weagreed in considering Port William topossesssomany advantagesover Port Louis, that I recommendedthesettlement shouldbe
removed to the former place.’ Ibid p. 260 ‘…theestablishment hasbeen sinceremoved from Port Louis to Port William.’

Rossliststheadvantagesof Port William over Port Louis, which includeeasy accessandegress, possession of twosecure
outer anchorages, easy passage for vessels into and out of the inner harbour (known asJackson'sHarbour [now Stanley Harbour,
Latitude51°41'S, Longitude57°50'W]), wherefirst-rateshipscould liein safety with room for twenty shipsof theline. Ibid.pp.258–
9.
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William"1. The"Erebus" answered them by two more. The"Erebus" atauto running gear rove.

27th Wednesday Fine. Got thehemp cables and shroud hawsers onboard: Miscellaneous.
At 8 AM theCaptns fired Rockets over theLand the"Erebus" answered them.
28th Thursday Weather Variable. Got theTop Gt Masts up: miscellaneous: squally in theevening.
29th Friday Blowingagale. Thepinnacewith theCaptainsinendeavoured to[work] uptheharbour but got

off the "heads" and nearly foundered: had to throw the dingy overboard and Spring thier Mizen Mast.
Miscellaneous.

30th Saturday Fine: goodbreeze. In theforenoon the"Pinnace" cameup all safe. Intheafternoonclearedup
and scraped decks. The[visit] being nearly [at] an end. "Erebus" all ready for bending Sails.

31st Sunday Fore part of the day fine. Mustered by Divisions and performed Divine Service. Cameon
squally withsnow in theafternoon. Went onboard the"Erebus" andspent theafternoonwithSergeant Baker.

August 1842
1st Monday Morning fine. Went down theharbour in the"Gig" shooting. Cameon toblow nearlyagaleof

wind had great difficulty in getting up again: got agood soaking. Theweather prevented mefrom having a
good days sport. Peopleemploy.d fitting Ship: Miscellaneous.

2nd Tuesday Fine. Got thespareRudder onboard. Inboomsand"Launch": washeddecksin Theevening.
The"Laso-ers" sent in asupply of fresh beef. Freezing Keen in thenight.

3rd Wednesday Fine. Forepart of theday peopleemploy.dcarrying themeat from"Salvadore" bay. In the
afternoon fitting Ship. Cameon to blow hard in thefirst watch.

4th Thursday Blowing & raining very hard until 3.P.M.: Miscellaneous. In theevening washed decks.
5th Friday Blowing very hard all day with heavy Squalls of Sleet & Snow & most bitter cold:

Miscellaneous: continued squally all night.
6th Saturday Blowing hard all day with someof theheaviest snow squalls for thetimethey lasted I ever

saw. Weather very severe. Miscellaneous: continued blowing very hard all Thenight.
7th Sunday Blowing & snowing all day. In themorning arranged Sheet cable. Performed DivineService.
8th Monday Blowing & snowing all day with heavy squalls: Freezing Keen: Miscellaneous.
9th Tuesday Squally with hail & snow. Got the rudder off from the Shore and got it inboard to repair.

Commenced Watering Ship. Theschooner belonging to theSettlement in in theafternoon and went up the
"Kanash".

10th Wednesday Very fine. Went away Shooting in the "Gig" and had good sport and got some fine
specimens. Completed watering ship. Got therudder out & shipped.

11th Thursday Tolerably finebut cold with light falls of snow: Reeving Running gear: Miscellaneous.
12th Friday Calmwithdensefog. In theforenoongot bothAnchorsup andShiftedbillet out of theway of

theErebus when SheSwings Ship. Washed decks: cleared off in theevening: Miscellaneous. TheLaso-ers
brought in supply of fresh beef.

13th Saturday Calm and fine. In theforenoon thepeoplebrought thefreshmeat over fromSalvadorebay.
In the[afternoon] went onboard the"Erebus" to seethemeat equalisd.

Painted theoutsideof theShip.
14th Sunday Fine. Mustered by Divisions & performed Divineservice.
In theafternoon theSergt of theSappersandminerscameonboardandSpent theafternoon& eveningwith

me. Heis anicefellow. Miscellaneous.
15th Monday Blowing fresh. In themorning had wharps out for Swinging Ship. In theforenoon Swung

Ship2 and had ahard job in consequenceof thewind: Kept boisterous and cold all day and night.
16th Tuesday Blowing freshall day. TheCaptainsbirthday3: all theOfficersof bothShipsdinedwithhim

 
1 Latitude51°40'S, Longitude57°45'W.

2 SeeAppendix 10.

3 The Crozier Monument in Church Square, Banbridge, Northern Ireland, gives his date of birth as September 1796.
Fluhman, Second in Command, p. 5, quotesanotefrom Crozier to Lieutenant Sibbald: ‘Dear John: I sendfor ... andap....dof pork
for my birthday (17th)’ andassumesthedateislikely tobecorrect. DNB gives17 September 1796 quotingFluhmanasauthority.The
certificateof Crozier’ sbaptism with hispassingcertificatefor Lieutenant, TNA ADM 107/49, f.116, statesthathewasbaptisedon21
September 1797. It wouldseem possiblethat when themonument in Banbridgewaserected it wasrememberedthathewasayearold
when hewasbaptised and dated it accordingly. ThenoteMay Fluhman quotes, SPRI MS248/364/13;D, isin fact addressedon the
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and Spent theevening. Spliced "main brace".

17th Wednesday Fine. In theforenoon swung ship for magnetic purposes. Miscellaneous.
18th Thursday Fore part of the day blowing fresh with hail & sleet. Most bitter cold. Moderated in the

Afternoon. Peopleemploy.d on shore, Miscellaneous.
19th Friday A most beautifull day. Went away in the"Galley" Shootingandhadasplendiddayssport.Got

somefinespecimens of Water fowl.
20th Saturday Rainingmajor part of theday. Peopleemploy.d with the"Erebus's" makingawall roundthe

burial ground1.
21st Sunday Raining& blowingvery hardall theforepart of theday. PerformedDivineService.Moderated

a little in theevening: A very unpleasant Sabbath.
22nd Monday Blowing freshall day with rain in theMorning. Peopleemploydonshorewallingintheburial

Ground. Miscellaneous.
23rd Tuesday Tolerably fine. Went away all day in the"Galley": Shootingup theLagoons: hadsomegood

sport andgot somegoodspecimensfor theCaptain. TheBullock Party cameinfromSalvador Baybringinga
supply of fresh beef.

24th Wednesday Finebut very cold. Peopleemploy.d carrying thefresh meat from "Salvador".
Went onboard the"Erebus" to attend at dividing themeat. Miscellaneous.
25th Thursday Very fine. Employ.d skinning birds: People employd building a wall round the burial

Ground: spliced main brace.
26th Friday Fine. People employ.d building a turf wall round the burial ground. Went Rabbiting with

"Gig.s" crew, and had agood days sport; got 67 fine largeones.
27th Saturday Fine. ThePeopleemploy.d Bullock catching camein for good. Peopleemploy.dbuildinga

wall round the"burial ground".
A medical Survey held onboard the"Erebus" in theafternoon at which our First Lieutenant Mr McMurdo

was invalided2 for which I am very sorry, also oneof my own Messmates John Ottley3.
Erebus bent Small & fore& aft Sails. Finished theMagnetic Term.
28th Sunday Finebut cold. Mustered by theopen List4 & performed DivineService.
Our new first Lieutenant, Mr Sibbald5 cameonboard and took charge. Officersof bothShipsdined inour

Gun Room. Mr Oakley Senior Matepromoted to Acting Lieutenant6.
29th Monday Finebut cold & blowing fresh: bent small & fore& aft sails. Peopleemploy.d carrying our

  
verso toCaptain Rossandwouldappear, from theremainder of thecontents, tohavebeen written on 14 August 1843 toaccompany
somestoressent to Erebusfor aparty Rossgaveon 16 August for Crozier andsomeof hisofficers. SeeCampbell, Thedateof birth
of Captain F. R. M. Crozier R.N., in Polar Record, Vol 45, Number 232, January 2009, pp. 83–4.

1 Ross, Voyage, II. pp. 257–8. ‘ ...in order togiveour peoplehealthful exerciseanduseful occupation, I directedthemtobe
employed building a wall seven feet thick, and asmany high, round thespot which had been hitherto used asaburial-ground, but
which wasat present without any enclosure; and theremainsof theill-fated and barbarously murdered Brisbane, thecompanion of
Weddell on his daring and adventurous voyage to the highest southern latitudes, were removed from beneath the heap of stones,
where theGauchoes left them, into theburial ground, and asuitable inscription placed over them.’

2 Ibid. pp. 279–80. ‘Mr McMurdo, who had distinguished himself by his zeal, activity, and skill on all occasions, had,
during the whole period of our voyage, suffered frequently from a constitutional malady, which had now become so greatly
aggravated by the arduous duties of his position, in a climate admitting of no repose, that the medical officers of the Expedition
concurred, in their report to me, that it wasessential, not only for therestoration of hishealth, but for thepreservation of hislife, that
heshould not again encounter theseveritiesof an Antarctic navigation, but, asimmediately aspossible, return to amilder climate.’

3 Royal MarinePrivate.

4 SeeAppendix 5.

5 On Lieutenant Bird’ spromotion toCommander andappointment asAdditional Commander inErebus (Ross,Voyage,II.
p. 238), Lieutenant Sibbald becamethesenior lieutenant in Erebus. On histransfer to Terror Lieutenant Wood, who waseighteen
months junior to Sibbald, becamethesenior lieutenant in Erebus.

6 Hewasconfirmed in duecoursewith seniority 4.10.1843.
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WhaleBoat from St Salvador Bay: Miscellaneous.

30th Tuesday Raininggreater part of theday. Peopleemploy.dwalling in theburial ground. Artificersgot
Drunk & madegreat disturbance.

31st Wednesday Missling rain all Day. Peopleemploy.d walling in theburial ground: Miscellaneous.
September 1842

1st Thursday Very fine. People finished walling in the "burial ground". Loosed fore & aft Sails to dry:
Miscellaneous. "Spliced Main brace".

2nd Friday Very fine. Peoplewent Rabit hunting got nearly onehundred. Went over toSalvadoreBay got
16th fineRabits and agoosemyself: Miscellaneous.

3rd Saturday Fine. Got the3rd Cutter & stowed: HolystoneddecksandgavetheShip agoodcleaning. The
Erebus's went rabitting and got 95.

4th Sunday Very fine: Miscellaneous.
5th Monday Very fine. Shipscompany went Rabittingcaught Ninety. Went with theDoctor & Galleycrew

to try tocatchSomeliveRabits. Caught 24 live& 38 deadones; hadahardday'sSport. "Erebus" unmoored
Ship.

6th Tuesday Fine. In themorningbent squareSails. In theforenoonunmooredShip: "Erebus" bent Sails. In
boats & otherwisepreparing for Sea. In theafternoon the first Lieutenant left theShip and I believeevery
person was sorry at his departure: he is coming tomorrow to bid us farewell.

7th Wednesday All ready for Sea. My MessmateJohnOttley went onShorefor good.Employ.dmost of the
day packing birds for theCaptn. In theAfternoon thefirst Lieutenant, Mr McMurdo, cameonboard dined &
Spent theevening in theGunRoom. Went onshorefor goodat 8 PM: asheShovedoff fromtheShipwegave
him threehearty cheers: and wewereall sorry at his leaving. Went onboard the"Erebus" with theletter bag.

8th Thursday Morninghasey withpassingshowers. At 9-30. AM. got under weighwiththewindright after
us. Studdingsailsbothsides, "Erebus" incompy: bothShipscleared, windheadedusonclearingthe"Kidney
islands, blowing freshall day but fine: breezefreshenedat night. Weleft four of our Officersbehindwithtwo
men and oneof the Observatories, till wereturn1.

I believewearegoing to "Hermits" Island on thecoast of Patagonia.
9th Friday Forepart of theday fine& wind fair Foretopmt Studg set. In theafternooncameon toblow very

hard closereefed theTopsails & reefed and furled thecourses. Sent theT.gallant yards down.
In the evening furled the Fore Topsail and hove the Ship too under Mn T.Sail & Storm Staysail. Ship

Labouring very heavily and Shipping heavy Seas over all: blowing agaleat Midnight.
10th Saturday From2 to5 AM blowingharder than I think I ever Saw it. ThegreenSeaswereblownclean

over theMasthead. Shipsvery wet Lower deck Kneedeep. In theforenoonabatedalittle: Kept abatingall the
afternoon. In theevening madeSail: looking very wild wind dead on end against us: squally with rain in the
first watch& bitter cold. "Erebus" inclosecompany: cameon toblow very hard in thenight: Batteneddown.

11th Sunday Blowing a gale all day: hove too. Sea washing right over us. Ship Labouring a deal. Gale
freshened at night. Hovetoo.

12th Monday Hovetoo. From Midnight to 4 AM Blowing acompletehurricane. Ship at timesnearly on
her beamends. Blowingvery hardall theforenoon: Moderatedalittlein theafternoon& evening.Winddead
on end against us.

13th Tuesday WoreShip in themorning: Blowingvery hardall day. Heavy seaonclosehauledunder close
reef.d Topsails. Wind freshened at night: Battened down.

14th Wednesday Blowing hard all day with heavy squalls. Moderated a little in theevening; woreShip:
cameon to blow hard again in thenight: under Storm canvas: Battened down.

15th Thursday Blowing agaleall day: Tremendous Seaon: under storm canvas.
Moderatedalittleat night. Ship Labouringheavily andShippingheavy seas: most uncomfortableweather

and no Signs of its altering also bitter cold. Fell acalm in thenight.
16th Friday A calmuntil meridianBreezesprungup fair: MadeSail: Set Studdingsails: cameontosnow&

sleet and continued until midnight: breezealso freshened.

 
1 Ross, Voyage. II. p. 280. ‘Themagnetic observatory wasplaced in thechargeof Lieutenant Sibbald, with asufficient

number of assistantstocarry on asystem of observationsduringour absence, upon such aplan astosecureasatisfactoryrecordof the
magnetic phenomenaat the two places, distant from each other about 400 miles.’
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17th Saturday Wind fair but variablewith heavy squalls of snow & hail. Going between 6 & 7 Knotsall

day. In 55 10 S59 W. Weather very cold Thermometer down 27. In thevicinity of the"Horn"1.
18th Sunday Particularly fine. Beautifull breeze: going before it Studding Sails both Sides low & aloft,

going 6 Knots. Mustered by Divisions and performed "DivineService". Breezefresh.d at night reef.d Top
sails.

19th Monday Wind fair but blowing fresh. Sightedan Islandoff CapeHorn in themorning.Standingalong
thecoast of Terradel Fuegoall day. At 3 PM rounded theHornwithinacableslength: Boreupfor "Hermits"
Islands2 andultimately Anchor.d in30 Fathomswater under Very highLand, "Erebus" inshoreof us,at 9-30
PM. Couldnot seewhether wewereinSt MartinCove3 or not. Thecoast isafearful lookingone: highrugg.d
Land with numerous Island rocks detach.d from it and standing by themselves as if they wereproclaiming
thier independence. They look entirely void of vegetation and all theSummits arecompletely cover.d with
Snow. Seen a few "Shag" & Cape"Pigeons" flying about.

20th Tuesday What may becalled avery fineday here, nearly acalm. At 9-30 AM got under weigh and
tried to beat up thecove: Wind failed us: Tried to "tow" but theCurrent and wind Set usout again: brought
up with thebest bower again. Sent all boats to tow the"Erebus" up.

At 1-30 PM Lay.dKedgeAnchor out towarp; got under weigh. Kedgecamehome. Brought up againwith
theSmall bower; "Erebus" inconjunctionwithusLay.dwarpsout for usup to theendof cove. It took 9- 140
fathom warps to reach. At 5 PM commenced hauling in and succeeded in getting up and anchoring closeto
theErebus by 8 PM - after avery hard day.s work. There is somenatives in ahut on thebeach. It wasdark
whenwegot up cannot say anythingof theappearanceof theplacemorethan theLand isveryhigh& peaky-
thePeaks cover.d with snow: weare land lock.d.

21st Wednesday Fine. Moor.dShip: unbent Sails: Sent Topgallant mast down: Unroverunninggear. Part
of thepeopleemploy.donShoreerecting the"Observatory". TherearethreeNativesinamiserablehut alittle
up from the beach. They are entirely naked except a Small piece of skin over thier Shoulders and poor
squalled looking beings: how they subsist I dont Know.

TheLandonbothsidesisof atoweringheight andnearly perpendicular thickly studdedwithtreesof avery
Sear.dappearance. At night somesleet and rain fell withsuddensqualls. Heard in theeveningandfirst watch
repeatedly anoise liketheroaring of aBull: Supposed it to beaSeaElephant.

22nd Thursday A most beautifull day Peopleemploy.d onshoreabout theObservatory. In theforenoon a
canoewithsix nativescameup - 4 men1 woman& 1 childall completely nakedexcept thier Shoulders, they
seem a harmless people without a Second idea. The woman Stood up quite unconcious of the delicate
Situation Shewas in, exposed to theimpertinent gase& remarksof theShipscompany. Poor creature, hers
must be a miserable existence to drag out, for in addition to having a young child she had to paddle the
"Canoe" andapparently doall thework. Wegavethemsomebreadwhich they commencedeatingwithgreat
avidity and oneof them placed himself in aposition to catch thebread with hismouth as it was thrown into
the"canoe". They went alongsidethe"Erebus" and fromthenceashore. At twelveoclock all thenativeswent
away in thier "canoes". After dinner went away Shootingbut never seenabird. Thetravellingisverydifficult
being all up precipitous heights thickly Studded with Trees and brushwood and very boggy. Went into the
Nativehut; found it nothing but a few Sticks Stuck up & point.d to aconein themiddlewith a little loose
grassthrownover it, neither windor water tight. Thereisnot evenaVestageof any thing that they lay upon;
therewastheSkinsof Some"Steamer duck" in it, withSome"Limpert" & "Mussel" Shellsapparently what
they Subsist up on.

23rd Friday Fine. Peopleemploy.d about theobservatory onshore.
24th Saturday Changeablewith light rain occasionally. Peopleemploy.d onshoreabout theObservatory.

Two"Canoes" of Nativescameup in theMorning, andwent away in theAfternoon. Eachcanoecontained6
AdultsMales& Females: they wouldallow thewomen toLandbut madethem"lay off" in theCanoesall the
timethey wereonShore. Thecamealongsideandgot somebread. Threeof thewomenhadyoungchildrenat

 
1 Cabo deHornos, Latitude55°59'S, Longitude67°16'W.

2 IslaHermite, Latitude55°51'S, Longitude67°40'W.

3 Caleta San Martín, Latitude55°52'S, Longitude67°32'W, an inlet on theeast sideof IslaHermite.
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the breast all perfectly naked and these women had to paddle the Canoes. One of the women was about
nineteen and uncommonly fat and also her child, theupper part of her arm was as thick as my thigh. At 11
PM cameon to blow & Snow very hard.

25th Sunday Hailing, Snowing, blowing and freezing hard all day and night with tremendous Squalls of
wind at Short intervals. PerformedDivineService. ArrangedSheet Cables. Inall avery unpleasant Sabbath.
Threeyears from Gillingham.

26th Monday Changablewithheavy gustsof windand rain. Peopleemploy.donshoreabout theobservatory
and "wooding". Blowing very hard at Night. Heard Some Sea Elephants roaring inshore. Gun. R.S. got
Punished over thebreech with 24 Lashes for neglect1.

27th Tuesday Very fine. Peopleemploy.dwooding& watering& competedwatering. Several Seal Seenin
the"Cove". Observations commenced at theObservatory2. Threepr of Rabbits Landed.

28th Wednesday Changable but generally fine. Wooding: Several Seals Seen in the Cove. Went in the
Cutter to endeavour to Shoot some of them but could not get near them, had a long chase after them.
Miscellaneous.

29th Thursday Very fine& calm. Peopleemploy.d fellingwood: andclearing tier: Miscellaneous: cameon
squally at night.

30th Friday Changable, but tolerably fine. Peopleemploy.dWooding, andotherwise. Went down thecove
in theGalley Shooting, but hadnoSuccess- birdsvery Shy. Someheavy hail & Sleet squallsintheevening&
first watch. Commenced writing up Mr Cotter.s3 back Log from the1st June18414.

October 1842
1st Saturday PassingShowers& squally. Wooding. Miscellaneous: cameontoblowhardinthefirst watch.
2nd Sunday Changable& squally with rain. Mustered by theOpen List5: Read theArticles of War6, and

performed DivineService.
3rd Monday Morning & forenoon tolerably fine: Scrubb.d hammocks: in theafternooncameon to rain&

blow with heavy Squalls: Weather very dirty. In theforenoon landed SomeRabits on "Chanticler" Island7.
4th Tuesday Tolerably fine. Peopleemploy wooding and variously.
5th Wednesday Squally withpassingshowers. Wooding. Miscellaneous. Thewoodingparty seenaLarge

Otter closeto theRock but having no firearms could not get him.
6th Thursday Beautifull day. Went away Shooting and ascended thesecond highest Ledgeof Rock in the

Island after a very hard and tiresome job. Had a beautifull view of the coast of Terra Del Fuego and the
adjacent Islands also of the"Horn". Shot 4 small Birds.

 
1 Gun. R.S. is Gun room Steward. The log records ‘Punished Isacc Mundy, G R Steward with 24 lashes for neglect of

duty.’ TNA ADM 55/135.

2 Ross, Voyage. II. p. 287. ‘A largeparty from each ship , under theimmediatedirection of Captain Crozier, labouredhard
for several days, clearing the only spot of level ground of sufficient extent for our purpose: this proved to be a swamp, and, after
digging through theupper crust, of about twofeet in thickness, they foundaliquidbog, six feet in depth: beneath this, wasastiff clay,
and, at length, by drivingnumerouspilesinto it, andplacingcasksfilledwith sandupon them, afirm foundation wasmade.Itwasstill
necessary completely to isolatethesesupportsof theinstrumentsfrom theupper crust of thebog, by digging adeep ditch round the
building, which effectually prevented thevibration of theswamp, and thetremulousmotion of themagnets, which thefootstepsof
any oneapproaching theobservatory hadpreviously produced. Theregular seriesof magnetometricobservationswascommencedon
the29th of September.’

3 Acting Master Pownall P. Cotter.

4 TheMaster wasrequired tohavechargeof theShip’ sLog-Book, andtomakesurethat all appropriateentriesweremade,
including all corporal punishmentsand generally every occurrenceof importancewhich took placeon board. At theendof every six
months he had to forward a copy to the Admiralty. Instructions relating to His Majesty's Service at Sea, pp. 112–4. It was
presumably such acopy that Cunningham wasworking on.

5 SeeAppendix 5.

6 SeeAppendix 6.

7 IslaChanticleer
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Peopleemployed wooding and as requisite.
7th Friday Forepart of theday fine. In theafternoon cameon to blow and rain pretty Sha[r]p: Wooding:

Miscellaneous. Onesolitary nativecameover theHill to theobservatory; for what purposeisnot Knownhe
remained all day and night.

8th Saturday A most beautifull day: Aired Bedding. Cleaned ship. Made& Mended clothes1. Thenative
went away. A great many Logger headed Ducks in theCove.

9th Sunday A most beautifull day. Musteredby DivisionsandperformedDivineService. In theafternoon
someof thepeoplewent onshoreand ascended thehighest peak in an hour.

10th Monday Very fineday. Surveyed chain Cables: Miscellaneous: cameon Squally at night.
11th Tuesday An exceedingly fineday. Ascended"KatesPeak" in theforenoon theHighest on theIsland2

andwent roundall thePeaksto theNorthShorefromsomeof which thereismost splendidViews.Shot some
small Birds and a brace of beautifull Partridges. ThePartridges are rarespecimens. Had a very hard days
tramp. Cameon squally with heavy Sleet in theevening: Miscellaneous.

12th Wednesday Fine. Served out Soap and Tobacco. Wooding: cameon to snow very hard at night with
squalls and very cold: Miscellaneous.

13th Thursday Squally with falls of sleet and hail. Wooding and Variously. Employed myself skinning
Birds and writing.

14th Friday. Tolerably fine. Wooding and Variously employ.d. Two natives cameover theHill from the
other sideof theBay - two of thesameweseen before. They bear thenameof being notorious thiefs.

15th Saturday Squally with passing Showers. Holystoned decks. Piped make & Mend clothes in the
afternoon.

16th Sunday Squally with passing Showers. Mustered by Divisions and performed DivineService. The
natives went away.

17th Monday Very squally. Heavy Squalls of Hail and Sleet. Felling Timber: Miscellaneous.
18th Tuesday A most boisterousday. Blowinghailing& Snowingall day andnight - withheavysquallsof

wind.
19th Wednesday A most inclement day. Somevery heavy falls of snow and squalls of hail & wind. At 5

PM. The Magnetic Term commenced onshore. The whole of the Island Liberally covered with snow and
presenting amost wintry appearance: Miscellaneous.

20th Thursday Continuousheavy Squallsof hail Sleet andSnow withSomeof theheaviest Puffsof windI
ever felt. TheIsland and Covelooking most inhospitable.

21st Friday A very rough day. Squalls of hail and Snow and very cold: Miscellaneous.
22nd Saturday Heavy squalls of wind Hail, Rain and Sleet, and in all very unpleasant. Entertaining great

fear of Ships dragging thir anchors out of the Cove in the squalls in which case we should have to stand
South.

23rd Sunday Squally withsnow: Musteredby DivisionsandperformedDivineService. A dull unpleasant
Sabbath.

24th Monday Squally with occasional showers of Snow. Wooding. Miscellaneous. Cameon to rain very
hard in thenight with bitter cold Sleet at short intervals.

25th Tuesday Tolerably fine, for thisNeighbourhood. FellingWood.Went awayshootingbut hadnot much
Success: shot aLogger headedDuck andseenThree"Quail". Travailing through theBushvery laborious; the
scrubb being thick and very swampy under foot all deep snow in theGully.s.

26th Wednesday Passing squalls of snow all day. Went onshoreand washed all my bedding. Wooding.
27th Thursday Raining hard all theforepart of theday. Afternoon fine: Felling wood. Miscellaneous.
28th Friday  Weather fine. Went over the Island to Maxwells harbour3, shooting. Had a most Laborious

days sport. A fog cameon in theafternoon and nearly got lost: shot a few small Birds.

 
1 I.e. havetheafternoon off.

2 Thehighest point liesclosewithin thesouthern point of the island, height 536m.

3 Puerto Maxwell, Latitude55°49'S, Longitude67°29'W, anatural harbour lying between IslaHermite, IslaJerdán, Isla
Saddleand IslaMaxwell.
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29th Saturday Fore part of the day very fine. Went away Shooting. Got a beautifull Hawk SomeSmall

Birds and a Penguin. Captain went round to Maxwells harbour got some specimens of Eaglee Hawk &
Turkey Bussard: cameon foggy and chilly in theafternoon.

30th Sunday Chilly and wet. Mustered by Divisions and performed DivineService.
31st Monday Day fine. Shot abeautifull Penguin. Peoplefellingwood. Capts.went downchanticleer Island

after SomeSpecimens.
November 1842

1st Tuesday Tolerably fine: Miscellaneous.
Finished theObservation on Shore: four of thenatives camedown threemen and onewoman.
2nd Wednesday Fine. Bent fore& Aft Sails: otherwisepreparing for Sea.
3rd Thursday Particularly fine. Bent Sails: Sent theT Gt Masts up. In Boatsand otherwisepreparing for

sea. Observatory takendown. Went away shooting to the NorthHarbour hadavery hardday travelling.Shot
12 Birds of Various Sorts. Captns went out sidetheHarbour Seaward and got agood many GeeseEggs.

4th Friday Very fine: preparing for Sea. Miscellaneous. Cameon to rain at night.
5th Saturday Very fine: preparing for sea. Miscellaneous. Cameon to rain at night.
6th Sunday Quite a Summers day: Mustered by Open List1 and performed DivineService. Every thing

ready for sea. In the forenoon four Natives came over two of which went onboard the "Erebus" and got
Knives Toys & c. They went away in theEvening again. At night cameon to rain Very hard.

7th Monday Very fine. At 3.30 Turned theHandsup unmoor Ship. At 6.30 got under weighandmadeSail
"Erebus" in Company bidding Adieu to "Hermits Isle" and "CapeHorn".

Slight breezeall day but fair. Sighted aBark ahead in theMorning which Kept in Sight all day. Loom of
Land just Visibleat Nightfall. A finenight.

8th Tuesday What may becalledafineday here. Windheadedus: closehauledbarely layingher course. In
theEvening cameover thick rain which continued all night: nasty head Seaon. A great many CapePigeon
and a few Albatross about.

9th Wednesday Nice Top Gallt Breeze but foul. Continuous Thick rain: wind right against us. In the
afternoon Tacked ship: cleared up a little in theevening but looking very wild. Seen thenew Moon for the
first timeapparently about 8 Days old a "halo" round her, and thescud travelling to Leeward very fast.

10th Thursday Particularly fine. In the morning watch fell a calm which continued with Light airs
occasionally all day. Several very largeAlbatros about.

11th Friday Very fine. Beautifull breeze all day. Sounding along a Shoal all the afternoon and night.
Sounding varying from 50 to 70 Fathoms. Sandy Bottom.

12th Saturday Beautifull day Wind right after us. In themorningpassedBeanstoneIsland2. Intheafternoon
stood alonog theWest Falklands. Bent & arranged Cables Beautifull: Moonlight night.

13th Sunday Delightfull day. Beating up to Berkeley Sound all day. At 6.30 brought up, in our old berth.
Found all well at the Observatory. There was despatches for Captn Ross and a few letters for the people.
Received onefrom Hobart Town: Unbent Sails.

14th Monday Moored Ship in themorning: out boats. Got theObservatory onshore. Went down to Hog
Island3 Shooting: Got 2 DozenPenguinEggswhicharebeautifull. In theforenoonaBark fromSidney came
in. Sheproved to bethesameweseen off the"Horn". Sheis load with oil and in avery leaky state.

There is also aBrig laying in theSound called the"Hebe".
15th Tuesday Fine. Started in themorning to thePenguin rookery on "Kidney" Island4 in theCutter for

Eggs: Got four thousand Eggs which turned out beautifull.
It isagreat curiosity toseethe"Rookery" thereareat least ten thousandpenguinson theIsland, all laying

 
1 SeeAppendix 5.

2 Ross,  Voyage, II. pp. 315–6. ‘The next morning at 6 o’clock Beauchêne Island was seen, and we hove to off Cape
Pembrokeat midnight, towait for daylight andclear weather; but thewindblowing from thewestward thenext morning, it occupied
us twelvehours to beat up Berkeley Sound; and it wasnot until 6 o'clock in the evening that weanchored in Port Louis.’

3 Latitude51°33'SLongitude58°05'W. Seenote to 7 May 1842, above.

4 Latitude51°38'S, Longitude57°44'W.
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close together with thier nests entirely unprotected. They makeamost dolefull noisebut will not moveoff
thier "Nests" without being Shoved. Thereareagreat quantity of beautifull "Shag" in fact thehandsomest I
ever seen.

Got back to theShip at 9 PM after gettingwell wet; it taking5 hourstobeat up inaStiff breeze: andvery
cold. Onboard Miscellaneous.

16th Wednesday Fine. Peopleemploy.donboardWhaler and ingetting timber onShorefor theGovernor1.
Miscellaneous.

17th Thursday Fine. Thesameas yesterday.
18th Friday Blowing freshall day peopleemployedasabove. Got all ready for Starting in theMorningfor

thePenguin rookery.
19th Saturday Fine. Started in the Morning at 7 in the "cutter" for the Penguin Rookery. On our arrival

found theEggsall sat upon and too far gone. Had ahard beat up 20 miles. Wind dead on end did not get up
till 10-30 PM., after having a thorough good wetting. Miscellaneous.

20th Sunday Fine. Mustered by Divisions and performed DivineService.
21st Monday Fine. Employ.dskiningbirdall day. A Fishingparty went tohaul theSeinein theAfternoon

but Got no Fish.
22nd Tuesday Fine. A Boat went away all day but got no Fish. In themorning HMS"Philomel"2 camein

from theother sideof theIsland. Miscellaneous.
23rd Wednesday Very fine. Part of thepeopleemployed onboard the"Whaler": Variously employed.
24th Thursday In themorning the[boat] away to haul theseine: Got no Fish. Cameon toblow Very hard

which continued all day.
25th Friday Forepart of theday fine. A Boat went away at 4 AM Fishing but caught none. Went over to

SalvadoreBay Shooting; got 2 dozen Rabits 6 Geese& 4 Braceof Snipes. Cameon to rain in theevening:
got well wet beforeI got onboard. Miscellaneous.

26th Saturday Blowinghardall day. A party took theSeineover toSalvadoreBay andgot about 20Dozen
fineMullet and agreat many very fineSmelt. Peoplevariously. Finished theMagnetic Term onshore.

27th Sunday A Raw cold day and blowing fresh. Mustered by Divisions and performed DivineService.
28th Monday Tolerably fine but blowing fresh. Officers cameonboard for good from theObservatory.

Miscellaneous.
29th Tuesday Fine. Went over toSalvador Bay Shootinghadavery gooddaysSport; didnot get Back till

late.
30th Wednesday A coldwindy wet disagreeableday. TheLetter bagclosedandwent onboardtheGovernor

Halkett for apassageto England. A WhalingBrigcameup. A Boat went down toBird Island3 for Eggs; got
upwards of a thousand "Shag" Eggs.

Dec. 1842
1st Thursday Wet disagreeableday Officers of the "Philomel" and Someof ours had a gameof Cricket

onshore

 
1 Ross, Voyage, II. p. 317. ‘Whilst thegreater part of our crew wereengagedon board theGovernor Halkett, theremainder

wereemployed landing the timber and young treeswehad brought away from Hermite Island; the latter amounting to about eight
hundred, consisting principally of the deciduous and evergreen beech as timber trees, and others of a more ornamental kind, of
shrubby growth, werecarefully plantedunder theprotection of thesubstantial wall that enclosedtheburial-ground; and, asnearly all
of them put forth fresh budssoon after they wereplanted, they gavegood promiseof eventually furnishing theseislandswith trees
which they greatly require.’

2 Ibid. p. 317. ‘ThePhilomel cameinto Port Louison the22nd, and remained afew dayswith us, which afforded mean
opportunity of acquaintingCaptain Sulivan with theexact position of theBurdwoodbank, with aview toamoreaccurateexamination
than our timehad admitted, and which it wasof importanceto accomplish... ’

‘ ThePhilomel sailedon the2ndof December in prosecution of thesurvey of theislands, with which duty Captain Sulivan
wascharged.’

Sulivan went on tobecomeViceAdmiral Sir Bartholomew J. Sulivan, KCB., after distinguishedservicein theLightening
and Merlin in theBaltic during theRussian war, 1854–5.

3 Now Cochon Island, Latitude51°36'S, Longitude57°47'W.
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The"Governor Halkett" Sailed in theMorning taking theMail and oneInvalid from the"Erebus", John

Baxter Qr Mr. general debility.
2nd Friday Tolerably fine. A party went over to Salvador Bay to haul theSeine; got about 500 finefish,

principally largeMullet. Miscellaneous. "Philomel" Sailed".
3rd Saturday A very Squally day. Somevery heavy Showersof rain. Went away with thefirst Lieutenant

andaparty of twelveShootingandRabitting. Oneof theQr Mrs & Myself detachedourselvesfromtheparty
andhadavery gooddaysSport; weShot 2 DozenJack Snip betweenusand17 Geese.Therabittingpartygot
65 Rabitts. Wewereall pretty tired when wecameonboard.

4th Sunday Squally with hail and snow: Mustered by Open List1 and performed DivineService.
5th Monday. Squally ThreeDollarseachmanpaid. A FishingParty went over toSalvador Bay tohaul the

Seine. Caught about 900 beautifull Mullet. Went onshoretopurchasethingsfor theMesses. Miscellaneous.
6th Tuesday Squally with rain: Peoplevariously employed. SomeShooting.
7th Wednesday Morningvery fine. Went away Shootinghadavery longandharddayssport. Got 6 Geese

and a few Birds for Specimens also a most beautifull King Penguin which I left at a hut at Long Island.
Weather cameon rough with rain.

Miscellaneous. A Party went fishing over to Salvador Bay. Caught 200 fish, and ..... lost as much ...
[illegible]

8th Thursday Tolerably finebut blowing fresh. Went over to "Long Island" in theMorning (in theCutter)
for thePenguin but found therats had destroyed it. Peoplevariously employ.d.

9th Friday Strongbreezeall day: peopleVariously employ.d. In theevening theObservatoriestakendown.
10th Saturday Weather changableandcold. Went away withaparty rabitting for theShipsCompany; had

finesport: caught 184 Largerabits cameonboard in theevening rather tired. Observatory got onbd.
11th Sunday Blowing fresh all day with passing Showers. Mustered by "Divisions" & performed Divine

Service.
12th Monday Blowing fresh with continuous drisling rain all day. Went over to Salvador rabbiting: had

very good success got 44 Largerabits and camehomevery tired.
A party went to haul theSeine- but got no fish. In theMorning watch bent Sails.
13th Tuesday Blowing very hard all day: preparing for sea: Miscellaneous.
14th Wednesday Blowing hard all day and very cold. Preparing for Sea. Moderated in theevening.
15th Thursday Blowing fresh. Preparing for Sea all ready for unmooring. In the forenoon a Shooner

belonging to theSettlement came. All felt muchdisappointed - thought it aVessel from"Rio" that isexpected
daily.

16th Friday Tolerably Fine. In theMorningWatchunmooredShip andShortenedin. InBoatspreparingfor
Sea. Getting every thing secured. All ready for getting under weigh in themorning.

17th Saturday A most beautifull day. At 4-30 AM Turned the"Hands" up andhoveinshort.At 6-30Made
Sail and got under weigh with a beautifull breeze right aft. The Inhabitants on shoreout of respect to the
expedition fired a Royal Saluteat which I am sorry to say a serious accident occurred by oneof theGuns
being fired by someneglect - and by which aCaptn of aMerchant Brig had hishand nearly blown off and a
Man belonging to theSettlement had his right arm broke& both hands nearly blown off. Wehovetoo and
both cameonboard of us to get dressed. After which weStood away with Studding sails low & aloft to the
SE. and bid adieu to theFalklands.

18th Sunday A most beautifull day. Nice light breeze right aft. All Sail Set. Mustered by Divisions and
performed DivineService.

19th Monday Blowing very hard all day with heavy squallsand nasty heavy head seaon. Ship Labouring
heavily: Closereefed Topsails& courses. Carried away Mn Top Gnt Staysail: Moderated at night. "Erebus"
Sounding every half hour.

20th Tuesday Light airs right aft all day Weather hazy. In theeveningcameonLight rain. In theforenoon
Stowed The "Anchors" partialy inboard for the Ice. At Night nice breeze sprung up. "Erebus" in close
company. Miscellaneous.

21st Wednesday Forepart of theday finewitharattlingbreezeright after us. In theafternoon freshenedIn
theevening cameon agalewith atremendousSeaon. Closereefed Topsailsand furledcoursecarriedaway
 

1 SeeAppendix 5.
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ForeTopsail: Sent it down and bent another. Battened down fore& aft. Hovetoo. Galecontinued all night.
ShippedSomevery heavy Sea. ThreePigsgot drownedondeck andSeveral morenearly.Windcuttinglycold.

Fig. 30. Chart of South Shetland and South Orkney Islands, 1844. Courtesy UKHO. OCB 1238 A1.

22nd Thursday Moderated in the morning: Made Sail. Strong breeze all day: close hauled. Occasional
squalls of hail and Snow: Very cold and bleak for theLatitude: Miscellaneous.

23rd Friday Blowing hard all day. Wind fair. In 59°45.
24th Saturday ChristmasEve. Blowinghardall day with light Squallsof Sleet. In theeveningclosereefed

and hovetoo under main Topsail: heavy Seaon. In theMorning Sighted first icebergspassedSeveral in the
courseof theday. Blew very hard in thenight.

25th Sunday Christmasday. Blowingagaleduring theMorningandpart of theforenoon. Batteneddown.
Moderated and turned out fine in theAfternoon. In theEvening fell nearly acalm. Passed through adeal of
Looseiceandmany bergs. Thinks[pack] isnot far off. Spent avery dull christmasyet for all ascomfortable
as you could expect to be: had doubleallowances.

26th Monday Foggy all day. In themorning sighted thePack, and stood closeinto it: found it to heavy to
enter with aheavy swell. Standing off & on and along the"Pack" all and night. Got the"crows nest" up.

27th Tuesday Thick foggy weather Light airs. Closehauledanddoingvery little: Seensomelargewhales:
breeze freshened a little in the evening: passed Several icebergs, on oneof which was perched about fifty
Snow Birds: adeal of drift ice.

28th Wednesday Light breezes with occasional falls of fine snow. Air cold. In the evening sighted
"Grahams Land"1 and passed close by it. It is entirely covered with Snow & ice, with Large ice bergs

 
1 Ross, Voyage. II. p. 324. ‘Landwasdiscoveredon the28th, at 6 P.M. It presented toour view aremarkablecape, with a

deep indentation to thenorthwardof it, having theappearanceof agoodharbour, andterminatedby alessconspicuousheadland.Still
further to thenorthward, andat agreat distance, another promontory wasclearly seen, which I believetobethe“Point desFrançais”
of Admiral D’Urville: thenorthernmost capeof the land henamed “Joinville.” ’
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innumeral breaking off from it and a quantity of small drift ice. Therearealso several Island-Rocks off it.
Many of theicebergshadhundredsof PenguinsSittingon them- of Jack AssSpecie. TheLand isgenerally
speaking low. At onepart a Sudden smokearose (and continued) as if from a Very ActiveVolcanoe. The
shadesof the smokevarying thier Color: boreaway to theSouthward& EastwardwithStuddingSailslow&
aloft: passed bergs out of number in thenight.

29th Thursday Very variable: Fogs: light-& Strong breezes occasionally and very cold: passed many ice
bergs& Streamsof heavy packed ice. In theafternoonpassedanSmall Island.TheCaptainwent intheWhale
boat onboard theErebus.

At 6 PM got Stoppd by theheavy packed ice. Tackingoccasionally. A great quantity of seabirdsabout and
Penguins out of Number: passed between somevery heavy Bergs in thenight

Fig. 31. Tabular iceberg and pack ice, Bransfield Strait, 1970. R. J. Campbell.

30th Friday Very cold. Until 7 PM Tacking among Very heavy ice. Sighted land & a great Number of
Island Rocks. The Land nearly all covered with snow, and towering very high. Standing along it all the
Evening & first watch closed hauled. At onetimetherewas120 LargeIceBergs in sight besidespacked &
Small bergs. Evening& night very fine. At 7.30 runStemonunavoidableintoa heavy flowof icewhichgave
theShip heavyest shakewehad from iceyet.

31st Saturday Very finewith Light breeze: Tacking occasionally and standing along theLand all day: a
great many icebergs and packed iceabout: passed many Seals and Penguins on theice.

In theforenoonservedout toeachman1 pr of Boots. 1 pr Boot Hose1. 2 Comforters2 and. 1 Welshwig3 as
a New years gift. At Midnight turned theHands up and Spliced Main braces. Struck theBell 43 times and
welcomed theNew Year in with agood health, and I sincerely hopethat it may go out finding usall aswell
and in as good Spirits as 42 has.

January 1843

  
Now JoinvilleIsland, off theNE extremity of theAntarctic Peninsulawith itseastern end in Latitude62°40'S, Longitude

55°00'W, named by D’Urvilleafter FrançoisFerdinand PhilippeLouisMarie, PrincedeJoinville(1818–1900) thirdson of theDuc
d’Orléans. Hattersley-Smith, History. p. 316.

1 Boot stocking. OED.

2 A long woollen scarf worn round thethroat asaprotection from cold. OED.

3 Worsted cap. OED.
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1st Sunday New Yearsday. Weather most beautifull: Light airsand theSunquitewarm: Standingalongthe

Land. Seen twoVolcanoesinastateof great activity andmany adjacent openingswheresmokewasemitting
fromcloseto1. CaptainRosscameonboard. In theAfternoonLowered theWhaleboat andcaught alargeSeal
andseveral Penguins. LargeicebergsVery numerous, andaquantity packed icebut leadsof clear water Very
[narrow?]. Spent a very comfortable New Years Day considering our position: had doubleallowance. An
iceberg closeto us, fivemile long and higher than our mast head.

 
1 McCormack, Voyagesof Discovery, I, p. 336. ‘Many of thehillstoday hadtheappearanceof smokeissuing from them,

probably caused by theascent of light vapoury cloudsor small particlesof finedrift snow. Theweather wasdelightful; abright sun
shoneforth in aclear bluesky, with scarcely abreath of wind, rendering theopening of water between the icesmooth asa lake.’
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Fig. 32. Plan showing routeof HMSErebus and Terror, January, 1843.
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Monday 2nd From4 till 7 AM. theiceclosed roundusvery fast. At 7-30 madefast toLargefloe: soLarge

you could not seetheend of it. Watered Ship Sent: aparty on theiceto catch Seals; Killed 5: Erebus fast to
thesamefloe.

Issued 1 pr of Carpet Boots 1 pr Boot hose& 1 pr of Mitts per man. In theafternoon Cast off and had a
very difficult job toget intoclear water: carriedaway 5 hawsersheavingher out. Standing to theN & Wd ina
pool of clear water. Noon 64°27ðN South by Obsn.

3rd Tuesday Blowing rather freshwithoccasional Light fallsof snow andvery damp. Standingoff andon
in clear water: Ice closely packed to the Southward. In the afternoon a Go[a]t, belonging to Capn Ross,
suddenly took ill anddied. Supposed tobeover gorgingherself. Sheleft two littleKidsof whichwearemuch
afraid.

4th Wednesday Very fine. Standing off & on, the ice very thick: trying to get in with the Land. In the
morning got oneof thecables bent in caseof getting near theLand. A great many snow birds about.

5th Thursday Particularly fine. Standing into thelandall day innarrow Leadsof water amongst heavy ice.
In theEveningStood intoadeep bay of clear water. TheShorehaving longglaciersof snow& iceadheringto
it: past a high Rock in the Bay apparently effects of Volcanic errupsion. Standing off & on in thebay all
night.

A great many Penguins & Whitebirds about.

Fig. 33. HMSErebus and Terror off CapeLockyer, 7 January 1843. By J. E. Davis, second master
HMSTerror.

6th Friday Very fine: Light breezesand theSunvery hot: closeinwith theLand. In theforenoon twoboats
fromeachship landedon therock: brought agreat many specimensof thestoneonboard,all of whichevinced
proof of Volcanicerruption. Got somevery largeshags& Jack AssPenguinswhichwereon thier "nests" on
theRock. Therock is partially attached to theMain and was Christened.1

 
1 Ross, Voyage, II. pp. 333–4. ‘ Jan. 1. A small island, of adeep brown colour, of great elevation for itssize, with arock

resembling a watch tower on its north point, and a high volcanic crater-like peak on its south end, being perfectly clear of snow,
formeda strikingcontrast to themain landIt wasnamedCockburn Island, after Admiral theRight HonourableSir GeorgeCockburn,
G.C.B., Senior Naval Lord of theAdmiralty.’
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It liesnearly in64°11'30"S& 56°33'.0"W. At night finebreezesprungup: squardawayandstoodthrough

open water along theLand all thefirst watch. The[edge?] along theSeaappeareddevoidof Vegetationand
Sea faceof it as if Largeicebergs had recently broken off from it.

7th Saturday Forepart of theday squally with light hail. At 4 AM Somevery large[icebergs] about and
closepacked ice; obliged to haul on awind and Kept tacking all day along abarrier of ice70 feet high and
Large bergs out of number. Nearly a calm in the first watch. Ships having difficulty to tack to clear
themselvesof theicebergs; About 10 milesfromLand. All night tacking inapool of clear water withaheavy
berg closeunder our Lee.

8th Sunday Nearly & occasionally quitea calm all day with heavy fog. Tacking in thesameplaceas all
night: having great difficulty to Keep clear of theheavy ice. Mustered by Divisions and performed divine
Service. In theevening had [to] lower boats and tow to Keep clear of thebergs.

 Ships blowing "Horns" beating "Gongs" and firing "Muskets" all theevening. In the first watch a nice
[breeze] sprangup: standing to theSouthward& Eastwd throughnarrow leadsof openwater. At 7-30passed
so closeto aVery largeberg that our Yd armswasnot morethan afathom from it and you could not seethe
Top of it from theRl M t hd. It appeared about threemileround.

9th Monday Light airsand fineall day. At 2 AM got beset inaheavy pack of ice. TheErebusabout amile
fromus. At 8 AM called twowatchesto try towarp intoastreamof water whichproved ineffectual.At 1PM
turned the"Hands" up and forced theship through thePack to wheretheErebuswasfast. Madefast to the
same floe. Ice closed round us: Fell a calm. Captn went onboard the Erebus. Heavy barrier of icehanging
along theLand.

10th Tuesday Calm & fine. Fast to thefloeall day & night. Pack altering itsappearanceVery little. In the
Evening Seal got on thefloesomedistancefrom theShips. A party went to catch and hegavethem amost
Laughablechaseover theice. Thesnow wasdeep on thefloeand they sunk inevery step up to thier middle:
Theseal maderapidprogress. They wouldnot havegot him if I hadnot went withagunandput aball inhim.

11th Wednesday Light breezewith small snow & sleet. At 10 AM cast off and MadeSail through some
open water to theSouthward. In theevening commenced beating up through aStream of clear Water along
thebarrier: innumerableheavy icebergs about: weather thick occasionally: Beating all thefirst watch.

12th Thursday Light winds with sleet. At 1 AM Got stopped in a deep bay surrounded with ice:
commenced tacking in it to look for anopening, continuedall day: 80 Largebergsinsight at onetimebesides
packed iceand thebarrier adhering to theLand. Thebergs averaging from 50 to 100 feet high and from 1
mile to threein circumference.

13th Friday Finewith light airs. Iceclosing very fast: beating about in small pools of open water. In the
afternoon got beset in a pack of ice which took us till Midnight to warp out of - hard work. Caught 10
beautifull young King Penguins on the iceaveraging from 25 to 37 pounds each: thewholeof which were
madeSpecimens of. In about 64°30'0" South closeto theLand

14th Saturday Fine: beating about through poolsof open water and occasionally warping through packs:
endeavouring toproceed [to] theNorthward. At 9 PM bothShipsmadefast toafloeinaheavy pack waiting
for the ice to open: Not far from theLand. At 11-30 P.M. cast off; boring through packs all night: spliced
main brace.

  
Ibid. p. 335. ‘ I madethesignal toCaptain Crozier, andwelandedtogether andtook formal possession of theislandandthe

contiguous lands.’
Sir George Cockburn GCB (1772–1853) had a very distinguished naval career during the Napoleonic wars and the

American war of 1812, duringwhich, with Major General Ross, heoccupiedWashington for twenty four hoursanddidconsiderable
damage. On hisreturn toEnglandhehoistedhisflag in Northumberland andtransportedNapoleon toSt. Helenawhereheremained
asGovernor andCommander in Chief at theCapeof GoodHopeuntil 1816. Hebecameajunior Lordof Admiralty inApril 1818and
First Naval Lord in May 1827 until November 1830. Hewaselectedafellow of theRoyal Society in 1820, promotedAdmiral of the
Fleet 1 July 1851 and succeeded, on the death of his elder brother, to the Baronetcy 26 February 1852. DNB. O’Byrne, Naval
Biographical Dictionary.
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Fig. 34. Icebergs in Bransfield Strait, 1970. R. J. Campbell.

15th Sunday Beautifull day. Boringand tacking throughpoolsof water all day: peopleworkingVeryhard.
In theevening madefast to aLargefloenot far from theErebus: iceopening and closing very fast: About 2
mile from theLand: 70 Largebergs in Sight at onetime.

16th Monday Occasional Showersof snow. At 1 AM cast off andcommencedboring through theice.At 8
AM Made fast to a large floe of ice. "Erebus" close to. Ice jammed very taut round us. Drifting to the
Northward & Eastd all day. KilledSeveral Sealson theiceandCaught twoKingPenguins. At 10 PM Heavy
pressureof icefromtheSouthward. Thefloetowhichweweremadefast shivered topieces; theCaptainwas
onboard the"Erebus" at thetimeand had to run for his life. Wehungon toonepieceof thefloe. TheErebus
toanother hadgreat difficulty inholdingon, thewarpssnapping likecarrots. A largebergcamerapidlydown
and shaved our stern within a yard. Had it struck us it must havedashed our stern works to pieces - Had a
narrow escape. In the morning punished John Barclay Yg Gnt Stewart1 with 48 lashes for Drunkeness and
general irregular conduct2. At 9 PM threewhalesof theSpeciescalled "Killers"3 cameup toblow inapool of
water near theShip and it wasLaughabletoSeeagang [of] our handsgoingon theicetoattack them, Some
with Harpoons, others Lances and stragglers with Rifles & fowling pieces. But they arrived at thesceneof
action just in timeto betoo Late.

17th Tuesday Weather tolerably fine. At two AM cast off and commenced boring through the ice
occasionally warping. Heavy iceabout. At 8 AM turned theHandsup tomakefast toafloe: Erebuscloseto
us: Madefast: iceclosepacked. At 4 PM turned thehandup toMakeSail, andcommencedboring totheNwd

& Ewd: got clear runs of water and stood away beforethewind to theEastward all thefirst watch. Killed 2
seals: standing to theNorthd & Eastd all night.
 

1 John Barclay isdescribed asYoung GentsSteward in themuster list.

2 LogrecordsPunishedJohn Barclay YoungGentleman’sStewardwith 48 lashesfor DrunkennessandIrregularConduct.
TNA ADM 55/136.

3 Orincusorca. The largest member of theDolphin family.
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18th Weadnesday Day finebut cold. Standing through leadsof openwater toNEall day. IntheEveninggot

Stopped with ice: tacking in apool of clear water. Weather becomethick with Snow. Land still in Sight. A
number of snow bird about.

19th Thursday Almost continuous snow during the fore part of the day. Tacking in open water
endeavouring to get to theSouthward, but icecompletely packed to theSouthward. Evening finebut Very
cold: passed Several Seals and Penguins out of No on the"Floes".

20th Friday Occasional fallsof Snow WindCuttingly cold. Endeavouringtobeat totheSouthward. Icevery
thick tacking about every ¼ of an hour. Land to Leeward. Keeping CloseCompy with the"Erebus".

21st Saturday Somelight falls of snow in themorning and forenoon. Tacking in apool of open water all
day: about 5 mile from theLand. Iceclosing very fast. Captn Went onboard theErebus in theAfternoon. A
vast quantity of Penguin on the ice and a number of Whales blowing in the Open Water, primarally
"Humpers" (A Whalers Technical term for theSpecieof Whalethat has ahump on his bace)1.

22nd Sunday Finestiff breezes. Laying and tacking occasionally in apool of open water all day. Icevery
closely packed to theSouthward. Mustered by Divisions and performed DivineService.

A good strong twilight at Midnight.
23rd Monday A nasty wet snow & Sleet falling all day: Good breeze.
Tacking to theEastwardall day & occasionally Lay to; Weather generally thick. I amafraidwewill not get

much farther South this Season.
24th Tuesday Very cold: snow & sleet fallingall day withafreshbreeze: tacking& Laying tooinapool all

day. Capn Ross cameonboard and Dined: all well onboard theErebus.
Gettingdark at midnight. Several Whalesabout all day blowingcloseto theShip, principally "Humpers"2

and very large: almost every floeof icehad 20 or 30 Penguins on it.
25th Wednesday Blowing fresh all day and cold. Laying to & Tacking in apool of openwater all day and

night. No appearanceof getting to theSouthward. A number of Whales & Penguinsabout: Mother Careys
Chickens & whiteBirds innumerable. Blowing hard all night.

26th Thursday Blowing fresh all the forepart of theday. Moderated in theEvening and turned out very
fine.

Tacking in open water about 15 Miles from theLand all day. Many Berg about and icegenerally packed
close. Many Whalesabout, Seals& PenguinsbeyondNo on the"floes". At 11 PM fell acalmandgot beset in
the ice. Erebus almost 4 miles from us, dead to windward. Endeavouring to warp into open water all night.

27th Friday. Very fine. Light airs. Warping& boring through theiceall [day]. Tryingtoget intoclear water
near theErebus. At 3 PM got intoapool of clear water. Lowered theBoatsto tow andgot near theErebusby
8 PM. Tacking to windward in Streams of open water: Boat ahead towing all the first watch. A most
Laborious day and nights work. Towing all night.

28th Saturday Light breeze. Tacking inapool. Nearly in thesameplacewehavebeenintheselast tendays:
Icethick all round. About 10 miles from theLand.

29th Sunday Particularly fine. Working inaSmall pool all day: icethick all round. Musteredby Divisions
and performed Divine Service. Rather nearer the Land than Yesterday. Caught & Killed two very large
FemaleSeals on the ice. A great quantity of Whales blowing in theopen water. Saw one"Thrasher" every
timeheShewed hejumpedright up onendandwhenhefell hemadeareport likeagreat gungoingoff. Capt

went onboard theErebus and dined.
30th Monday ForePart of theday blowing rather fresh. Tacking in very littleopen water. Ship receiving

somevery clumsy pokesfromthedrift hummocks. Moderated in theeveningand turnedout fine.Caught and
Killed oneSeal on theice. Many Penguinson thedrift ice, WhiteBirds, Peterels& Pro Gigantia3. Nearly in
theSameplaceas yesterday. A Boat Cameonboard from theErebus in theafternoon.

31st Tuesday At 4 AM cameon to blow very hard: carried away theJib and main Topsail: Unbent them

 
1 Humpback Whale, Megaptera novaeangliae.

2 Seenoteabove.

3 Procellaria gigantea. Gray, Birds, p. 17. Now the Southern Giant Petrel Macronectes giganteus. Hadoram Shirihai,
CompleteGuide to Antarctic Wildlife, pp. 134–5.
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andbent others. ContinuousSquallsof windall day andnight someof themvery heavy.Tackingandwearing
occasionally in apool of open water and endeavouring to go to theN andEastd along theLand. Under close
reefed Topsails foresail and Storm Staysails. Ship grinding against someof the icevery heavily.

At 5 PM theSlingsof theforeyard1 went: got yardTacklesup andSlung it afresh. ErebusincloseCompy.
Wind moderated in thenight.

February 1843
1st Wednesday Tolerably stiff breezes: Tackingoccasionally in theopenwater: trending to theSouthwd &

Eastd: Iceclosely packed nearly all round: Air Cold. A feebleTwilight at Midnight.
2nd Thursday. Fine hard day but Cold: Tacking in open water. IceVery closely packed. At 8 PM Bored

through a heavy stream of Packed ice to theN.W.: Ship receiving somenasty rubs. Erebus nearly beset to
Leeward. Passed many Penguins, Seals & c and WhaleSpouting.

3rd Friday Snowy and damp thick weather all day. Tacking & lying to all day and night in apool of open
water. Seen many Whales blowing. Making Easting.

4th Saturday Stiff breezeall day working through heavy Slack iceto theE.N.E.: Heavy Swell on. At 6-30
PM got into Clear water with nasty head Sea on: stood to the ENE close hauled. Signalised Splice Main
Brace. In hopes wearegoing to makeour retreat to theCapeof G Hope.

5th Sunday Closehauled inopenwater: Standing to theNd.Ed. nasty headSeaonandcold: at night tacked
and Came on to Snow which continued all night. Mustered by Open list2: Read the Articles of War3 &
performed DivineService.

6th Monday Standing off & on for 8 hour boards in open Water. No ice in Sight only Straggling pieces:
Weather thick with occasional falls of Snow: in all disagreeable: Making Easting. Snowing and Misty all
night.

7th Tuesday Thick Misty weather the whole of the day with light Snow. Tacking about every 8 hours
working to theEastwd, occasionally firing fogSignalsto theErebus& answeringhers.SeenSomeStraggling
pieces of ice& oneor two Bergs.

8th Wednesday Forepart of theday foggy & damp. Wind light: Nasty swell: fell almost acalm about the
Meridian which continued: Standing about ESE. Seen Several Straggling pieces of ice.

In theafternoonCaptn RosscameonboardandDined. All well onboard theErebus. Inabout 63ðE54ðN.S.&
54ðE W Long. Nights dark at 10 PM: forced to hoist Night Lights.

9th Thursday Very fine. Light breeze. Standing to theSouthd & Eastd With TM t & TGt Studg Sail: The
wind about 3 points free. Breezefreshened at Night and headed us.

10th Friday Day fine. Goingabout 2 pointsfree, F Topmt & TopGt Studg sails: breezelight: Standg E& N:
passed Several Bergs. At 9 PM passed Land4 in theafternoon to Leewd. Standg along thepacked iceto the
Eastwd.

11th Saturday Blowing fresh during the Morning & forepart of theday, Tacking along theedgeof the
packed iceto theEastward: agood deal of brash & broken iceabout.

A general issueof Slops. Light fall of fineSnow in theevening.
12th Sunday 2 AM. A pieceof iceStruck theDolphinStriker andcarriedaway theflyingMartingale. Day

Tolerably fine: Tacking to theEastward along theEdgeof thePack. Musteredper Divisions. Light Snow in

 
1 SeeGlossary. In thiscasethesupport holding thelower yard to theforemast parted, andthenormal tacklesfor hoistingit

wererigged so that it could bebrought back into position and anew sling fitted.

2 SeeAppendix 5.

3 SeeAppendix 6.

4 Theland mentioned by Sgt Cunningham would appear to havebeen ephemeral. Ross, Voyage , II. pp. 357–8. ‘Feb. 10.
During thenext threedaysweexamined about onehundred and sixty milesof thepack, frequently entering theouter edgeasfar as
wecouldwithout gettingbeset, without perceivingany opening in it by which wecouldpenetrateto thesouth; andatnoon11th,were

in latitude 64°<37', and longitude 45°<39'; on the 14th we crossed Weddell's track, in latitude 65°<13'S., but under what different

circumstances! hewasin clear sea: wefound adense, impenetrablepack; and asAdmiral D’Urvillewasunabletoattain even to the
64th degree, wemust concludethat Weddell wasfavouredby an unusually fineseason, andwemay rejoicethat therewasabraveand
daring seaman on thespot to profit by theopportunity.’
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theAfternoon and Evening: quitedark at 10 PM.

13th Monday Passing Showers of light Snow or Sleet. Tacking to theEastwd. through "Brash" & broken
ice, interspersedwithheavy pieces. Tendingalittleto theSouthward. In64.40.[S.] PM [came] Onverysharp.
Saw two Whaleblowing.

14th Tuesday Tolerably fine. Trending to theEastwd through rather heavy drift ice: closehauled. Came
over thick occasly in the Evening but turned out fine from 8 PM till Midnt. Saw Several Seal and Solitary
Penguins on theice. In about 65-5 South.

15th Wednesday Stiff breezeall day. Standing to theEastwd & making avery littlenorthg, throughheavy
drift icewithLongswell on: Shortd Sail todoublereefd. Topsails in theevening. At 8 PM got intoclear water
with occaly. aStraggling pieceof ice.

16th Thursday Harddry day andvery cold. Standing to theE.b.Sall day closehauled: Wind freedalittlein
theafternoon. In theEvening Set Topmt & Top Gt Studg sails. At night nearly acalm & Varble. Sailing thro-
heavy drift icemost of theday.

17th Friday Finebut cold: blowing fresh all day. Sailing to theNE. through heavy drift icewith Topmt &
TGt Studg SailsSet: Ship occasionally receivingvery heavy blows& Rubsfromtheice: thepiecesof drift ice
floatingVery deep. Fall of Snow at Night andbitter Cold. Shipsreceivedmoreblowsfromtheiceduringthe
first watch than I haveKnown her to receive in any 24 hours since I havebeen in her. Stewart1 was at the
"Gun". Midnt Lying too.

18th Saturday Weather fine for the Neighbourhood. Standing to the Northwd & Eastwd through heavy
pieces of Straggling ice with occasional Stream of "Brash" & broken ice. In theafternoon theCaptn went
onboard theErebus and returned at 10-30 PM. Spliced Main Braceper Signal.

19th Sunday Finebut cold. Musteredby DivisionsandperformedDivineService.StandingtotheNorthd &
Eastwd through Slack icebut heavy: quitedark at 9 PM. In about 62 S, 28 W. Slight fall of snow at night.

20th Monday Snowing from Midnt to 8 AM. Tacking to theEastward. In theforenoon took thedamaged
rudder to pieces and Stowed it Variously. In theAfternoon threw aCask overboard Containing our highest
Southern Latitudethis Season & c: Closehauled.

In theMorning much iceabout. In theafternoon noneto beseen.
21st Tuesday Blowing fresh & Very cold all day. Very little ice in Sight. Tacking to theEastwd a little

Northerly. Down Crows Nest: brokeup iceLadders. Miscellaneous.
22nd Wednesday Very fine: during the fore part of the day close hauled & tacking occasionally to the

Eastwd. In theAftn theCapn went onboard theErebus. WindShifted: rounded intheweather braces& set Top
mt & T.Gt Studg Sailstoalight breeze. Standing to theNE: passing throughdrift iceandaStrongBlink of ice
to Leeward. Captn cameonbd in thefirst Watch: Up Boat. Nearly acalm.

23rd Thursday Slashingbreezeall day Averaging7 Knots: Standing to theESE: windnearlyabeam: Topmt

& TGt Studgsails: occasional fallsof Light dry snow. Breezefreshenedat Night: TreblereefedFore& double
Main Top sails. Many icebergs in sight & passedmany. RendezvousCapeof GoodHope- dist 2230 miles.
At noon inLat 61°30'S, 19°20'00"W Long. Thisnight twelvemonthboreup fromtheBarrier in78.11South.

24th Friday Day Fine. Rattling [breeze] & Ship Standing nearly due South All day & night: Lower &
Topmt Studgsails: passed many Icebergs: Air & wind very chilly.

25th Saturday Blowing hard all day. At 9 AM Hauled to thewind and lay EbNd: Shortened Sail to close
reefed Topsails & reefed Courses. Breezeincreased to nearly agaleabout theMeridian of theday: passed
many Large Icebergs. In the Afternoon Squalls of Snow & thick weather Throughout the evening & first
watch: passedclosetoalarge Berg in thefirst watch. Rather dangerousSailing in thedark. Moderatedinthe
night.

26th Sunday Dirty thick weather all day withcontinuouspassingShowersof Snow. Intheforenoonboreup
to theS& E. Musteredby Divisions: inall avery unpleasant Sabbath. Madeall plainSail. Fell acalmin the
Night.

27th Monday Thick Snowy weather all day: fresh breeze: Standing SSE. closehauled.
In Lat 65.11S. Passed several Icebergs: weather very disagreeable. Erebus in closecompy. Thick snow &

fog.

 
1 This probably means that John Barclay, Young Gent’ s Stewart returned to work in the Gunroom following his

punishment on 16 January. There isno entry in the log to indicateanything else.
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28th Tuesday Thick weather all day. Forepart of theday Standing to theSouthd & Eastwd. IntheAfternoon

Tacked and stood to theSouthward & Westwd. Signalized relativeto an alteration in thediet for thebetter.
March 1843 372

1st Wednesday Hard dry day: wind piercing Cold: Standing to theS.S.W. CloseHauled. In about Lat 67
South passed Several Bergs.

2nd Thursday Very fine clear day: good Sun1 - but cold. Standing to the Southd & Westward: passed
several Bergs. At noon in about 68°10'S, 10°00 W. Erebus closetoo.

3rd Friday Nearly aCalm all day and night: Head SWbS. In theafternoon theCaptain went onboard the
Erebus. TheErebus Lowered two boats and our Whaleboat assisted in Sounding with 4000 fms2: Got no
bottom: I believethedeepest Soundingmade yet. Captain returnedat 10 PM. Trimd MadeSail: A light breeze
from the NE. During the day got a new Dolphin Striker & bobstay out also otherwise Set up Standing
Rigging.

4th Saturday Beautifull day for theclimate. Wind nearly aft: Studding sails (mostly) both sides all day:
Averaging nearly fiveKnots. At noon in 69°28' South. Issued Mustered & Pepper to theShips Company.

5th Sunday Weather thick withSnow. At 9 amSightedaheavy pack of ice: hauled to theS& EandStood
along it. At noon in 71°6 South 15°33'W, being farther South than thedutchman or our own Countryman
Cook in thisMeridian3. At 4 PM Erebustacked& closehauled to theNNE. Hoisted the"Ensign" asasignal
of departurefromtheicefor theCapeof GoodHope4. BothShipsthrewcasks overboardcontainingLatitudes
& Longitudes.

ThePack was very heavy and apparently impenetrable. Spliced Main brace. Nasty head Seaon. Hurra!!
6. Monday Snowing hard the greatest of the day & thick. Blowing very hard. Shortd Sail to close reefd

Topsails & reefed Foresail: avery heavy cross seaon. Ship Labouring heavily. Tacked in theMorning and
was drifting nearly SW. Woreat 4-30 PM: Head NbE, 4 pts Leeway: passed Several Large Icebergs: both
[ships] had to Keep away fromoneof them- avery Largeone: breezefreshened in thefirst watch: Shipping
Heavy [seas] & very cold withal. At noon in 71° 8'S. 15°-53'W. Cape Good Hope dist. 2531 M. Very
dangerous Sailing in theNight5.
 

1 Ross, Voyage, II. p. 362. ‘Beautiful ashadbeen thenight, themorningbrokestill moresplendidly; thesun roseoutof the
horizon bright and clear; and astheday advanced theeffectsof hisrays, feebleasthey were, from their obliquity, had an animating
influence on us all who had not seen hisunclouded facefor aspaceof nearly six weeks. It afforded metheopportunity I had long
desired, of obtaining actinometric observations, in which, with theassistanceof Commander Bird, I succeeded, and completed two
setsof experimentswith each of twodifferent instruments; by which theabsolutevalueof thesun'sradiatingpower in theselatitudes
can beaccurately determined.’

2 Thissoundingappearedon charts, asRossDeep, until theScotia recordedadepth of 2660 fathomsonly twomilesaway
from thisposition, during theScottish National Antarctic Expedition, 1902–04. Rice, British Oceanographic Vessels, pp. 66–7.

3 It isnot clear whothedutchman refered towas. Roggeveen reached60°44'Son 15 January 1722 in estimatedLongitude
308°43ð¢ east of Teneriffe (approx 67°56'W of Greenwich, off CapeHorn). Sharp, Journal of Jacob Roggeveen, p.66: therewere
variousexpeditionssent out by theVereenigdeOostindischeCompagnie(VOC) in seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, but these
weremainly in thesouthern Indian Ocean. Headland Chronological List, pp. 59–70. It may, of coursebethat Cunningham hasgot
thenationality wrong.

Cook, Resolution, 8 February 1775, giveshisposition as58°30'S, 15°14'W, hisfurthest south wason 30 January 1774 in
71°10'S, 106°54'W. Beaglehole, Journals,..Resolution and Adventure, pp. 323 & 639.

4 Ross, Voyage, II. p. 366. ‘Thebarometer fallingrapidly, indicatedan approachinggale; andwith thepack under our lee,
wewereobligedtocarry all sail, togain an offingasspeedily aspossible. Theseason wasnow toofar advancedtoattempt anyfurther
examination of thepack, thereforeI madethesignal to theTerror of my intention to proceed to theCapeof GoodHope; andhaving
hoisted our colours, webegan to retraceour steps, and beforedark regained theclear water.’

5 Ross, Voyage, II. pp. 366–7. ‘ ... at daylight thepack wasseen through thehazeand thick snow, at about aquarter of a
milefrom us, under our lee, presenting toview alineof foamingbreakers. Weimmediately woreto theeastward; thegaleincreasing,
andthesearunningvery high, weendeavouredtobeat off under treble-reefed topsailsandreefedcourses; butagainthepackappeared
a-head and to leeward in the evening, proving to us that we were completely embayed. Fortunately, thegalewasdriving thepack
beforeit, at about thesameratethat weweredropping down upon it. Weworeandstoodto theeastward, under all thesail wecould
possibly carry; our masts, though aidedby additional supports, quiveredtoevery seathat brokeover theship, andthespraysfreezing
as they fell upon the rigging and decks, rendered it difficult to work the ropes, while the extreme darkness of the night kept us in
continual apprehension of collision with someof thebergswhich at times it seemed almost impossible to avoid.’
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7. Tuesday Blowing nearly a gale all day & dead against us. Snowing & Freezing: carrying a press of

canvas: beating. Very heavy Sea on. Ship Labouring a deal. In the1st watch thewind Subsided & at Midnt

early aCalm.
8. Wednesday At 2 AM. a calm. 3.30 a light breezeSprung up favourable, but as Soon as all Sail was

madeChoppedroundnearly asbadasever andalmost asfresh: continuoussnow.LayingnearlyS.E.At 7PM
Tacked and lay within 3 pointsoff our Course: blowing fresh: Heavy seaon and piercing cold although not
Freezing. No walking on theupper deck: TheShip Heeling over 25ðE. Passed many Bergs.

9th Thursday Blowing freshall day andheavy seaon. FreezingKeen. ShippingSeasforward& Every thing
froze. In theafternoon thewind changed a little. Easeoff theMain Shett & Checked theweather braces. It
having becomenecessary for theSafety of theShip that thereShould bemorepeopleon deck of anight the
Captn put theShipsCompy in2 watchesuntil further orders, Makingall IdlersKeep watch. In thefirst watch
just had time to Keep away to Savecollision with aLargeberg: woreShip. Squalls of Sleet & Snow. Ship
Very uncomfortablebut Cant behelped.

10th Friday Finebreezeand free. Top M t & T Gt Studg Sails: averaging 7 Knots: passed Many Icebergs:
Tolerably fine in theevening. A great quantity of iceabout theBows and gear forward: carrying apressof
canvas: Making themost of Daylight: Night clear with hard frost.

11th Saturday Fine: gooddryingwind theforepart of theday. Passedmany Icebergs: SteeringNEbut wind
Variable& Squally. In theEvening severesqualls. In theafternoonShortenedSail to treblereefedTopsails.
Seen new moon for thefirst timeapparently about 4 days old.

Fig 35. Decomposing iceberg. R. J. Campbell, 1970.

12th Sunday Occasionall Squallsof Snow & hail but generally fine. Slashingbreezenearly aft averaging6
Knots. Mustered by Divisions and performed DivineService.

Passed many Icebergs. At noon In 63°58'S, 13°11'W. CapeGood Hopedist 2141 Miles.
13th Monday Rattling breezeall day & night right aft: Top mt. Studg SailsbothSides: Averaging6 Knot:

Air Very cold. At noon theCapeGoodHopedist 2000 Miles. In theEveningObsd theErebusShift Topsails.
Night clear: passedmany bergs. Thebergsall apparently inarapidStageof decomposition.Beautifull Moon.

14th Tuesday Particularly finefor thispart of theworld. Nicebreezeright aft Studg Sailsbothsides: passed
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a great many Bergs. In the Evening pd a large Barrier Berg with two Arches in it: Shortd Sail at night to
doublereefd Topsails. Bent all good Sails except theM Topsail. Moon Very clear.

15th Wednesday Beautifull day: breezelight but right. In theAfter Noon fell aCalm.Shortd Sail for Erebus
Sounding. Bent new M Topsail. In the evening Captn. Ross came on board for an hour. All well onboard
Erebus. Light breezeSprung up at 8 PM against us. Ships Company returned to threewatches.

16th Thursday Very fine. A light fall of Snow in theMorning. Breezelight all day but partially favourable:
at 2 PM Tacked: about 1720 miles from theCape. Seen many whales. Full moonShiningparticularly clear.

17th Friday St. PatricksDay. Windaheadduring theforepart of theday and light: Choppd roundfair inthe
afternoon. Set Studg Sails. All theOffrs dined with theCaptn. Spliced Main brace".

18th Saturday Light falls of Snow & Sleet. Much warmer. Wind Variablebut fair & light, freshened at
night. and cameon thick. Qr Mrs & Capn Forecastleresumed thier duty1.

19th Sunday. Blowinghardall day but wind fair. Weather fine. passedSeveral Very largeIcebergs.At noon
for someReason hauled up ESE2: Averaging 6 Knots: Confused sea. At noon In 54°33'13"S, 2°22'45"W:
CapeGood Hope1540 Miles distant.

20th Monday Finebreezeall day right aft. Steeringnearly dueEast for CircumcisionLand3, in54°16ðN'S,
6°14'E. At noon in theMeridianof Greenwich. In theEveningcameon toblow freshwith light fall of snow.
At dusk the lower Studg Sail tripped up & Carried away the foreTop M t Studg sail boom and Split Lower
Studg Sail: Shorted Sail todoublereefd Top sail & hoveto for thenight with themain top Sail to theMast.At
8 Lost Sight of theErebusbut Obsd her almost immediately afterward toLeewardburningabluelight. Ansd

Ditto.
At noon CapeGood Hopedist. 1471 Miles.
21st Tuesday Cameon to blow agale. Shortd Sail to closereefed M. Top sail & reefed foresail: Scudded.

Gale right aft: passed Several Large Icebergs: Battened down fore& aft: Shipping heavy Seas: Hoveto at
night.

22nd Wednesday Blowingharder: Runningunder theSamecanvas. Between12 & 1 PM runover theplace
where the bearings of Circumsicion Land is Laid down & Seen nothing of it, not even a bit of Seaweed4.
Weather thick with heavy squalls of Snow.

Passed Several LargeIcebergs. At 2 boreup for theCapeGood Hopedist 1281 Miles. Hoveto at night:
blowing Still harder & bitter cold: Heavy seawashing over all. Spliced Main brace.

 23rd Thursday Moderated Considerably. Set Leeclueof Mainsail & Shook a reef out of both Topsails:
heavy seaon: Averaging 7 Knots: Going right beforethewind: passed Several very largeBergs. Hoveto at
night with theM Top Sail to theMast, Closereefed, after ObservingErebusburnaBlueLight.Seagenerally
Speaking running very high.

24th Friday Fine. At 2,30 AM Commenced running. MadeSail: Set Lower Top M t & Top Gt Studg Sail:
Sea much subsided. At noon CapeGood Hopedist 1051 Miles. Passed two or threeBergs, apparently far
Spent. At dusk Shortd Sail to Treblereefed Topsailsand Kept running: Averaging throughout the24 hours
6½ Knots: making agood days works.

 
1 Presumably they hadbeen amongtheidlerswhohadbeen orderedto join thetwowatch sytem,andafter revertingtothree

watches they returned to their normal duties.

2 Ross, Voyage, II. p. 370. ‘At 6 P.M. thefollowing day, being in thelatitudeof Bouvet Island, 54°<21'S., and about 300

mileswest of itsassigned position, our coursewasaltered to trueeast...’

3 Thesnow-covered point of land discovered by Lozier Bovet on 1 January, 1739 hecalled CapeCircumcision. It isthe
NW point of Bouvetøya, Latitude54°24'S, Longitude3°25'E.

4 Ross, Voyage, II. p. 371. ‘Bovet Island [Bouvetøya] should, therefore, havebeen in sight, bearingS55° E., distant nine
miles. Westood exactly for it, until wehad run twelvemiles, but not seeing it, westeered east, to keep in itssupposed latitude: after
having goneforty milesfurther, wearrived at thespot from which Cook sought it to theeastward, and thenight gettingdark, I gave
up all further search, concluding, with him, that M. Bouvet had mistaken a large iceberg for land. I havenow, however, reason to
believe that there isan island in thevicinity; for sincemy return to England, I have learned from C. Enderby, Esq. that it hasbeen
visited by several of hisvessels, ...’
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25th Saturday Finedry day: Rattling breezeafter all: going 7 & 8 Knots: Searunning rather high. Passed

twobergsandafew Small piecesof berg ice. ShortenedSail at night to treblereefedTopsails& hovetowith
Main Topsail to theMast. At noon CapeGood Hopedist. 875 miles.

26th Sunday Fine. Good breeze: commenced running at 4.10 AM: Averaging 6 Knots all day: breeze
Moderated in theevening. Run all night under easy sail. No Icebergs Seen.

At Noon in 45°.38'S. CapeGood Hopedist 738 Miles.
27th Monday Very fine. Wind light andnot layingour coursewithin threepoints. Hadgeneral Cleanat the

Ship. Whitewashed lower deck. In theAfternoonCapn went onboard the"Erebus": returnedat 4PM: all well
onboard. Weather appearing quitewarm to us. A Tropical SKy at Sunset: comeup a little in thenight.

28th Tuesday A most beautifull day (at least tous). At 11 AM breezechoppedround favourablebut light.
AiredBedding: ScrubbedHammock andwashedclothes. In theafternoonSet Port Topmt & TGt Studg sails:
going about 3½ Knots: Smo[o]th water.

29th Wednesday Fine. Nicelight breezeright aft: Studg Sailsbothsideslow& aloft.Scrubbedour other Set
of dirty hammocks. In theafternoon theErebushoveto & Sounded with Long line. Captn went onboard the
Erebus1. Weather beautifull & mild.

30th Thursday Weather fine: nicebreeze: quarterly: Studdg Sails low & aloft: averaging5 Knots.Cleaning
Ship.

In theafternoon Hove to while theErebus was Sounding. Took a reef down in theTopsails at night. At
noon CapeGood Hopedistn about 360 Miles.

31st Friday Fine. Very warmbut blowing freshwithSquals. Windheadedus: barelyLayingour courseRap
full. Current Setting Strongly to theNorthd. At Noon CapeGood Hopedistn 217 Miles.

Heavy squalls in theeveningwith rain: Gavetheupper Deck agoodHolystoneng: Ship beginning to look
clean.

April 1st- 1843
Saturday Very fine& warm. Wind theSameas yesterday but lighter. Fell acalm in thefirst watch.
Observed a largeShark under thePort Quarter. CapeGH 137m dist.
2nd Sunday Particularly [fine?], Air at 72°: Very light breezeright aft givingabout 2 Knots. Musteredby

open list2 read theArticles of War3 & performed DivineService.
In theAfternoonCaptn Rosscameonboard for acoupleof hours. NoonCapeG Hopedist 119 Miles.Seen

a largeSchool of Albacare. At Night water Very Phosphorescent and light rays of Auroranear "Orion" at
about an Alt of 20°. A Bark in sight all day apparently bound for theEast Indies.

3rd Monday Nearly acalm and Very hot. At noon CapeGood Hopedist 81 Miles.
In theafternoonCaptn went onboardErebus. At night Light breezeSprungup: Just Lyingher courseclose

hauled.
4th Tuesday Fine. Rattlingbreeze. Madethe"Heads" of Simonsbay at 12 (Noon). Commencedbeatingup

for theanchorage, and Anchoredat 8.30. PM. Found theWinchester4 FrigateinPort withFlagof [ ]5 flying.
Spliced Main brace.

5th Wednesday Very fine. Shiftedour billet andmooredShip. Got theObservatory onshore. Receivedtwo

 
1 Ibid. p. 379. ‘On thefollowingday thermometersweresent toadepth of 1200 fathoms, wherethetemperaturewas39°.5;

at 1050 fathoms, it was30°.8; at 450 fathoms, 41°.1; at 300 fathoms, 44°; and at thesurface53°.’
In order to measure the temperature of sea water at depth thermometers have to be protected, otherwise themercury is

forcedupthescaleby thepressureanderroneousreadingsoccur. Ross’sthermometerswereunprotectedandhencehisreadingswere
in error.

2 SeeAppendix 5.

3 SeeAppendix 6.

4 Winchester, Captain CharlesEden, (50).

5 Spaceleft blank. TheHonourableJoscelinePercy, CB (1784–1856), fourth son of thefirst Earl of Berkeley andbrother
of the 5th Duke of Northumberland, Rear Admiral of theRed, (23.11.1841); Commander in Chief at theCapeof Good Hope, 17
December, 1841 tospring1846, flew hisflag in HMSWinchester (50). HewaspromotedViceAdmiral, 29 April 1851, andwasMP
for Beeralston, Devon, 1806–20. O’Byrne, A Naval Biographical Dictionary, Mosley. Burke'sPeerage, p. 2946.
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letters from my old friend Sergeant Kelly and wasglad to hear both him and wifewerewell & comfortable.
Theletters contained adeal of interesting Matter to me.

Thursday 6th Very fine: commenced Watering and Temporily refitting Ship. Expecting the Admiral
tomorrow: cameon to blow at night.

7th Friday Blowing Very hard all Day, in consequenceof which theAdmiral did not come. Set up Lower
and Topmast Rigging. Moderated at night to Calm and Very fine.

8th Saturday Exceedingly fine. At 10 AM the Admiral and Family1 Came onboard and Seemed highly
pleased with theShip. In theAfternoon rattled therigging down.

9th Sunday Beautifull day. Mustered by Divisions & Performed DivineService.
In theAfternoon went onboard the"Erebus" and spent theafternoon with Sergt Baker.
TheCaptn informed mehewould write to Head Qrs with aView of Doing something for me2.
10th Monday Blowing Very hard all day. Refitting Ship: Scraped theLower deck painting.
11th Tuesday Very fine. Went onshore for 48 hours leave. Spent the day Very pleasantly. Slept at the

"British Hotel".
12th Wednesday Beautifull day. Took alongwalk over thehills toaDutchSettlement; returnedDinedand

Spent theEvening at the"British Hotel".
13th Thursday Fine. Cameon board in theforenoon. Found theShip painted inside& out, and Smelling

Very unpleasant.
14th Friday Very fine: refitting Ship.
15th Saturday Very fine: Wateringand refitting. ArrivedHM ShipAcorn3 fromtheCoast.Went onshoreon

duty to bring theGunner onboard4.
16th Sunday Particularly fine. Musteredby DivisionsandperformedDivineService. At 5 PM Discovered

theGunner hadcut histhroat inhisbed, fortunately not affectually but hewouldhavebedead in10 Minutes
more. havingpartially Cut thewindPipe. Medical Attendancebeingat handhisthroat wasSewedup,andhe
was immediately Conveyed to Hospital.

17th Monday Lovely Day. Wateringand refitting. In theafternoon took theGunnerseffectstotheHospital:
he was then Sensible. The Act was committed whileLabouring under Delirium Tremours from excessive
drinking and not having Stimulants to carry it off.

18th Tuesday Fine: extremely warm. Watering and refitting Ship.
19th Wednesday Beautifull day: Miscellaneous. On theDoctorsat theHospital unbandaging theGunners

Neck. They discovered that aSimilar attempt hadbeenmadebeforeabout ¼of an inchhigher up. HeStated
his reason for this attempt to bedrink and thedevil tempting him.

20th Thursday Extremely closeand Warm. In themorning unmoored Ship and laid Anchorsand Wharps
out for SwingingShip. In theforenoonSwungShip5. In theAfternoonMooredShip.Oneof theLilly's6 Prizes

 
1 Admiral Percy marriedSophiaElizabeth, daughter of Moreton Walhouse, in 1820 andhadoneson andthreedaughters.

O’Byrne, A Naval Biographical Dictionary.

2 It hasnot been possibleto tracealetter from Crozier and it may bethat, havingdiscussed it with hisseniorofficer,Captain
Rosswrote for both Sergeants. Ross'sLetter Book letter, SPRI MS1556, letter No. 376, dated 22 September 1843, to theColonel
Commandant at Chatham, reads‘Theexemplary conduct of Serjeant Baker of thisshipandSerjt. Cunninghamof theTerror,duringa
period of four yearsof arduousservice in theAntarctic Regions, requires that I should makean especial application to you in their
favour. Moredeservingor better conductednon-commissionedofficersI havenever known and, whilst I acquaint you that thatof the
Corporalsaswell asthat of theprivatesof thedetachment embarked in thisexpedition hasbeen most creditableandpraiseworthy, I
beg leave particularly to solicit for the Serjeants your favourable consideration of their services, and that you will afford them any
advancement or privilegewhich it may be in your power to bestow and which, I assureyou, they havewell merited.’ This letter is
quoted in Ross, Ross in theAntarctic, p. 213.

3 Acorn, Commander John Adams, (16), sloop.

4 JamesCleat, Act Gunner, Discharged 28.5.43 to theNaval Hospital, Capeof Good Hope.

5 SeeAppendix 10.

6 Lily, Commander GeorgeBaker, (16) Brig, built PembrokeDock 1837. Colledge, Shipsof theRoyal Navy, p. 202.
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camein; aYankielookingBark flyingPortugueseColors. A Midshipmanwascommandingher. Shehadno
Slaves onboard when taken.

Friday 21st Very fine. Swung Ship: Moored Ship in theAfternoon.
22nd Saturday Fine. Variously employed: Getting ready for Sea. Got LiveStock onboard: Miscellaneous.
23rd Sunday Blowing fresh. In the forenoon an American Whaler came in and Anchored Athwart our

hause. Wehad to Veer cable: it caused us agood deal of Trouble. Mustered by Divisions.
24th Monday Tolerably fine, Variously employed. Went onshore in theAfternoon to thePost Office. A

mail from England but no letters for theShips.
25th Tuesday Air coldandStiff breeze. In theAfternoonHM Ships"Samarang" and"Thunderbolt" S.V.1

camein from England: brought no letters.
26th Wednesday Cold for thispart and blowing fresh. Went to thePost Office: NoLetters: expectingnot

sail until Saturday Morning.
27th Thursday Blowing fresh with rain: Miscellaneous.
28th Friday Heavy Squalls of of wind and rain continued all night: Preparing for Sea.
29th Saturday Very fineand Calm. In themorning watch unmoored Ship and Shortened in Cablebut in

consequenceof it remaining aCalm did not get under weigh.
30th Sunday Very fineall theMorningacalm: BothShipsgot under weighat 8 AM and towedout whena

nice breeze Sprung up2. Exchanged numbers with HM Ship "Thunderer3" and Seen three other Vessels
Standing in for the Bay, one of which was thought to be a man of war "Brig". Hauled to the wind on the
Starboard Tack: breezefreshened at night: reefed Topsails: very heavy rain in thenight.

May 1843
1st Monday Blowing freshwithSqualls: Nasty CrossSeaon: Closehauled: rather cool,occasional Showers

of rain.
2nd Tuesday Fresh breeze but Squally with Showers of rain. Wind about 1 point free. In theafternoon

Sighted aBark - looked likeaWhaler.
3rd Wednesday Fineday: beautifull breezeright aft: Studg sailsbothsides: GoingalongVerycomfortably.
4th Thursday Fine: rattlingbreezeright aft: Studg sailsbothsides: averaging7Knots.Scrubbedhammocks.
5th Friday Beautifull day: running right beforethewind ; Averaging7 Knots. At noonSeenaVessel (from

theMasthead) ahead ; Steering theSamecourseas us.
6th Saturday Weather fine. Rattling breeze right aft. In themiddlewatch passed theShip weSighted at

noon yesterday. In theafternoon Shortd Sail & hoveto. Erebus Sounding. A general Issueof Slops.
7th Sunday Fine ; wind the Same as Yesterday. Mustered per open List4 Read the Articles of War5 &

performed DivineService.
8th Monday Wind & Weather thesameas yesterday. Arranged & Surveyed chain Cables. Hoveto in the

afternoon; Erebus Sounding.
9th, 10th Thesameas noted in the last few day.

 
1 Samarang, (26), Captain Sir Edward Belcher, survey vessel, built Cochin 1822. Colledge, Shipsof theRoyal Navy, p.

305. Thunderbolt, (6), Commander GeorgeN. Broke, Paddlesloop, Built Portsmouth dockyard1842andwreckedonCapeRecife,S.
Africa3.2.1847. ibid. p. 349. S.V. indicatesSteam Vessel.

Belcher, Narrative, I. p. 10. ‘The Admiral being absent at Cape Town, I was happy to join my good friends Ross and
Crozier, andthenight wasfar advancedbeforehalf our interchangeof questionswasexpended; hadtheformernotgivenmehopesof
further detention, it isprobablethat weshouldnot haveparteduntil hisanchor wasat hisbows, andthat sullen monitor, thefore-top-
sail, at his mast head’ . Belcher was on his way to Borneo and the Eastern Archipelago, surveying and taking similar magnetic
observations to thosetaken by Rossand Crozier in Erebus and Terror.

2 Ross, Voyage. II. p. 380. ‘Wehad now turned our backson theantarctic regions, and had fairly begun our homeward
voyage, though wehadoneobject yet to fulfil, which was, togotoRiodeJaneiro for magneticpurposes, touching, on our way, atSt.
Helenaand Ascension.’

3 HMSThunderer, (84), Captain Daniel Pring.

4 SeeAppendix 5.

5 SeeAppendix 6.
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11th Thursday Strong breeze& Squally with light Showers of rain, wind right aft. Seen aStrangeShip.
12th Friday Fine. Beautifull breeze. Shortened Sail at night nearing theLand. Strangesail in Coy.
13th MadetheLandat day light. Anchoredoff JamesTown [St. Helena] at 7.30. Many Merchant Vessels

lying in theSound. Shifted Topsails & Courses.
14th Sunday Fine. Musteredby Divisions& performedDivineService. In theAfternoon the Artillerymen

from theObservatory webrought out, cameonboard to Seeus. Glad to seethem all well.
15th Monday Fine. Went onshoreon leaveand went up to Longwood to theObservatory. Rodedown in

theevening. Spent theEvening with somefriends. PeopleWatering and fitting Ship.
16th Tuesday Fine. On Shore all day & night: had a ramble over the Town. Met an old acquaintainse

formerly belonging to the Marines. He is now Drum Major of the St Helena Regt (Cornwall[?] by name).
Arrived Waterwitch1.

17th Wednesday Cameonboard in theforenoon. Went onshoreon duty in theAfternoon. Miscellaneous.
18th Thursday Squally with heavy passing Showers. Onshoremost of theday on duty.
19th Friday Squally with passing Showers. On shorenearly all day on duty.
20th Saturday Squally & Showery. In theforenoonSailledHMSWaterwitch. In theafternoonweighed in

Compy with theErebus, and Stood away for theIsland of Ascension: 2 or 3 Vessels in compy: Nicebreeze.
During our Stay in St Helenaanumber of Vessels arrived & Sailed.

21st Sunday Fine. Beautifull breezeright aft. Mustered by Divisions.
22nd Monday Fine. Strong breezeeright aft. Seen theSail wepassed yesterday a long way astern. In the

Afternoon "Erebus" hoveto & Sounded. 437 miles from "Ascension" at noon.
23rd Tuesday Finebreeze: weather Variablewith light fallsof rain: Wind right aft. TwoVessels inSight.

At noon Ascension dist 302 miles.
24th Wednesday Squally with passing Showers: wind right aft. In the afternoon ranged Cables. Two

StrangeSail in Sight, "Erebus" Sounded.
25th Thursday Very fine. In theMorning Sighted theIsland of "Ascension".
At 4 PM Anchored. Health Boat boarded us in which was an old Comrade- Glad to seehim well.
26th Friday Fine. Miscellaneous. Got theSmall Observatory up: Several Vessels passed during theday.
27th Saturday Very fine. In the Afternoon went onshore for a couple of hours. Seen Some old

acquaintances and had agood view of theSettlement.
The Island appears of one mass of Lava and Cinders: the effect of Volcanic eruption. There is a Very

handsomeHospital and Church Yard. SomeVery niceCenetaphs erected in memory of theDeparted.
TheObservatories taken down and brought onboard. Received two Very fineTurtle in theevening.
28th Sunday. Fine. Mustered by Divisions and performed DivineService.
In theAfternoon twoComradeSergeantsCameonboardandSpent theeveningwithmeVerycomfortably.

At night wrotea letter to my old Friend Sergt Kelly.
29th Monday Very Fine. At 9 AM weighed and Stood away SW for Rio, Erebus in Compy, with a fine

breeze. At night Killed oneof our Turtle, which turned out very fine.
30th Tuesday Fine. Rattlingbreeze; carryingForeTopmt StudgSail. ErebusSounded, BreezeFreshenedat

night.
31st Wednesday. Beautifull day: Wind quarterly.

June1843
1st & 2nd Fine Nothing worth noting occured. Erebus as usual Sounding.
3rd Saturday A calm. ErebusinconjunctionwithusSoundedwith4600 fms2: nobottom: Cut thelineaway.

Nearly acalm all night.
4 Sunday Gloomy with passing Showers. At night cameon to blow Very hard: Shortened sail to double

reefd Topsails. Heavy cross seaon. Ship pitching heavily. Mustered by theopen List3 & performed Divine
Service.

 
1 Waterwitch (10), Brig, Lieutenant Henry J. Matson. Built in 1832.

2 Thissounding hassincebeen proved erroneous. Rice, British Oceanographic Vessels, p. 67.

3 SeeAppendix 5.
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5th Monday Blowing Fresh: all but fine: Wind abeam: Head Sea on. In the Afternoon Shortened Sail

Erebus Sounding. Set up Main Topmast rigging.
June1843

Tuesday 6th FineStrongbreeze. Quarterly: averaging7 Knots: Steering for theIslandof Trinidad,Killeda
turtle.

7th Wednesday Rattlingbreeze. In theforenoonSighted theIslandof Trinidadand in theafternoonpassed
it closeto: to[o] much Surf to land. Going dead beforethewind: Studding Sails both Sides.

8 Thursday Fine: Slashingbreeze: averaging7 Knots. At 11 PM fell acalm: uncommonheavy rainwhich
continued at Short intervals all night.

Friday 9th Tolerably finebut very Variable. A closepressureof theAtmosphere. Windlight but fair breeze
Steadied at night.

10th Saturday Nearly calm all day with passing Showers of rain and heavy close weather. Nice breeze
Sprung up at night right aft.

11 Sunday Fine; Strong breezeall day averaging 7 Knots. Mustered by DivisionsandperformedDivine
Service. CapeFrio1 at Noon dist 306 miles.

12th Monday At 3.30 AM. fell aCalm. At 4.15 Sprung up aStiff breezedead on end: Blowing fresh all
day. In theMorningwatchmoderated toalight air whichcontinuedall day & night. ErebusSounded. Heavy
rain in thenight.

13th Tuesday Light winds all day and foul. Sighted two Vessels. At night freshened and squally. Wind
rather partial.

June18432

7 Friday Fine: WindVariable& Scant: averaging4 Knots. Miscellaneous. In theEveningSightedaVessel
outward bound going large.

8th Very fine. Good breezebut Scant, inclined to bevariable. Many flying fish about: Miscellaneous.
9th Sunday Very fine. Mustered by Divisions & performed DivineService.
Middling breeze: averaging 5 Knots. At noon theEquinoctial linedist about 119 Miles. Seen Flying fish

innumerable.

 
1 Latitude23°01'S, Longitude42°00'W.

2 Thiswould appear to beJuly 1843 and isgiven again, in full, in therough draft below.
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TheEvening Star

Beautifull Star, that Seems on high
Theloveliest light in yon azuresky
Thou art lovelier far than theglittering Team
That follow theeover Land and Main
Thou art far moredear than all theglow
Of ruby and gem that Sparklebelow
For many a lengthened Summer night
HaveI passed beneath thy gentle light
With thetender glanceand blushing Smile
Of her who alonecould this heart beguile
And Sipp.d theSweets of her honied breath
And thought if t'werepoison how happy adeath
Whilst her Eyebeamed loveand her bosom told
By its throbbing pulseI was dearer than gold

Sweet Star of evewherehast thou been
In theday that is past to another scene
Hast thou been looking on joy and delight
Giving to other a lovely night
Hast thou been looking on Maidens fair
With thier cheeks of roseand golden hair
Hast thou been looking on lovers pale
On theWhelming Seas and theShatterd Sail
Or thebattlefield - theblood red plain
Mid theVictors cry- theShriek of theSlain
Or hast thou been looking over hills of Snow
With theAvalanchepooring despair below
Oh many asceneof hope& fear
Has thy radiancelighted Sincelast thou wert here.
Beautiful Star could thy lustre fling
A charm over hopes that arewithering
Couldst thou but giveto theAching breast
A Slender Shareof thy own sweet rest
Couldst thou encircle this heart of mine
With thehalo of peacewhich for ever is thine
Oh then indeed might thy ray beconfess'd
A beacon of earth from thehomeof theblesst
But thy beam is too transient. thine imagetoo bright
To bemorethan thevision. Thedream of aNight
Each moment of happiness man may See
Is theShadow of purity fleeting as thee
But thy radiancethought of grief may quell
So beautiful Star farewell farewell
 W.K.C.

[Thiscompletesthetext of Sergeant Cunningham’sjournal. Therearehowever a number of additional
loose pages from which, it would appear, he was in the habit of writing up the journal and while not
giving a completerecord of theremainder of thevoyage, they fill in themajority of thegap. Theyrunfrom
Tuesday 6th Juneto Sunday 3rd September 1843 with a coupleof gaps. They havethereforebeenincluded,
and aregiven below.]
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Tuesday [6 June]. Fine: Strongbreezequarterly: Averaging7 Knots: Steering for theIslandof Trinidadd1.
Killed aTurtle.

Wednesday [7 June]. Rattling breeze. In theforenoonSighted theIslandof Trinidadand in theAfternoon
past it Closeto: to[o] much Surf to Land. Going dead beforethewind. Studding Sails both Sides.

Tuesday Stewart Suspicion of being Drunk.
Wednesday Ready Negligence.
Thursday [8 June] Fine. Slashing breeze. Averaging 7 Knots.
At 11 PM fell aCalm with uncommon heavy rain which continued at Short intervals all night.
Friday [9 June] Tolerably finebut Very Variable: aclosepressureof the Atmosphere: WindLight but fair:

breezeSteadied at night.
Saturday [10 June] Nearly a calm all day with passing Showers of Rain and heavy Closeweather. Nice

breezeSprung up at night right aft.
Sunday [11 June] Fine: Strong breezeall day: averaging 7 Knots. Mustered by Divisions & performed

DivineService. "CapeFrio" at noon dist 306 Miles.
Monday [12 June] At 3.30 AM fell aCalm. At 4-15 Sprungup aStiff breezedeadonend. Blowing fresh

all theMorningWatch. Moderated to light air whichcontinuedall day& night. "Erebus" Sounded.Heavyrain
in thenight.

Tuesday [13 June] Light windsall day and foul. Sighted twoVessels. At night freshenedandSquall.Wind
rather partial.

Wednesday [14 June] Fine breeze Light & headed us. Three Strange Sail in Sight. A Small Schooner
KeepingcloseCompy withusall day. A full riggedShip passedcloseacrossour bow at 8 PM.At NoonCape
Frio dist 75 Miles breezefreshd at Night.

Thursday [15 June] Heavy passing Showers. At daylight Sighted Land on Weather bow. Wind foul &
light: Tackingoff theRazor Rock all day andNight. Several StrangeSail inSight.Holystonedtheupper deck.
Arranged Cables. Seen thelight on theLight houseat night.

Friday [16 June] Weather Very changeable. During the forenoon tacking off & on the Land. Wind
unfavourable.

In the Afternoon the wind became partial. Capt went onboard the "Erebus": returned in the Evening.
Standing along the Land. In the first watch nearly a Calm & Variablewith heavy rain. Light on theLight
housequiteperceptible.
......[Pagetorn, part missing]
& off all night. Very heavy Rain. A most brilliant light over Razor Island: Revolving2.

18th Squally with Very heavy Showersof rain. At 6 AM MadeSail for theHarbour Mouth dist about 17
Miles.

Madeit and ultimately theAnchorageafter Several Tacks at 5 PM3.
Thereappearstobeabout 500 hundredSail of Shipping in thePort. AnAmericanFrigatethe"Columbia"

whoseGuess Warp boom just took our Quarter as wepassed but doneno damage.
4 English Pendants Flying, three Small craft & the Crescent Prison Ship. The Harbour and Town with

wholeof theneighbourhood hasamost beautifull appearances. Several Brazilian Pendants flying. At night
numerous Rockets and other Fireworks lit off: great ringing of Bells and other playing of music.

Monday Showery: Variously employed. In the Forenoon one of our Seamen, Thos Jones, departed this
worldly career, after an illness of about 5 weeks: He being the 1st Man we have lost by Death Since our
Leaving England.
......[Pagetorn, part missing]
to SeeSomeold Friends. During theAfternoon Arrived H B M Sloop theFrolic1: Last from Nassau, also a

 
1 IlhadaTrindade, Latitude20°30'S, Longitude29°20'W.

2 Now IslaRasa, Latitude23°04'S, Longitude43°09'W. Thelight wasRedandBright, revolvingevery twoandaquarter
minutes, exhibited from aheight of 315 feet, and visible for 10 to 14 miles. Admiralty Chart 541, dated 1847.

3 ThiswasRio deJaneiro, Latitude22°54'S, Longitude43°12'W.
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"Jonathans Corvette".

Tuesday 20th Changeble. In theforenoonburiedour Comrade. PaidMonthly Money to theShipsCompy.
In theAfternoon Set up lower rigging. Got theSmall obsty up on "Rat Island"2: Miscellaneous.
Wednesday [21 June] Fine. Arrived and Anchored an american Brig. Painted theOutsideof theShip.
Obsd the"Erebus" Get her Bowsprit out it being Sprung: Carpenters making a new oneat theyard.
Miscellaneous. A Number of brilliant Rockets let off on Shore, at night.
Thursday [22 June] Fine. Set theletter Bagonboard thePacket for England. Employedmyself cuttingthe

"Head Board" for Thos Jones.s Grave. Miscellaneous.
Friday [23 June] Fine. In theMorning Watch thePacket Sailed.
Obsd theErebusget her new Bowsprit in. A great day with thepeopleonshore: it being theEveof St John.

FireworksandFireBalloonsgoingoff all night inall directions: thewholeof theneighbourhoodlookingmost
Splendid.
......[Pagemissing]

7th Friday [July] Fine. WindVariable& Scant Averaging4 Knots. Miscellaneous. Inthe[evening] Sighted
aVessel Outward bound going large.

8th Saturday Very fine. Good breeze, but Scant inclined to be variable: many flying Fish about.
Miscellaneous.

9th Sunday Very fine. Musteredby DivisionsandperformedDivineService.Middlingbreeze: Averaging5
Knots. At noon theEquinoctial Linedist about 119 Miles. Seen Flying fish innumerable.

10th Monday  Fine. Good breeze. At about 7 PM Crossed theLine. Miscellaneous. Bent New foresail.
11th Tuesday Fine. Rattlingbreeze: averaging6 Knots. Hoveto: Bent new Topsails: ErebusSoundedand

Tried current.
12th Wednesday Fine. Good breeze. At Noon in 3°01' North: agreat many Flying fish and dolphin.
13th Thursday Very fine. In theAfternoon hoveto: Captn went onboard the"Erebus": Breezelight.
14th Light and Variablewinds, in theafternoonaCalm. Cameon to rainVery hard in thenight: Light air.
15th Light andVariablewindswithheavy fallsof rain. IssuedSlopsto theShipsCompy for theLast time.
16th Sunday Good breezewith Very heavy rain: Someof theheaviest Showers I seen.
17th Monday Nearly aCalm all day with heavy Showers of rain. In theMorning aLiverpool Vessel, the

"Dicky Sano", passed closeto us. Light breezeSprung up in thefirst watch.
18th Tuesday Fine. Light NE wind: closehauled: Tacking occasionally. In theeveng aVessel inSight. In

thefirst watch aVessel passed closeto us.
19 Wednesday Light Variablewinds. Primed insidefor painting Green.
20th Thursday Light variablewinds. Painted Green inside.
21 Friday Light variablewinds.
22nd Saturday Light Variablewinds.

.... [Pagemissing]
Sunday 23rd [July] Very Fine. Fore part of the day wind light & Variable. At 2 PM Erebus boarded a

Stranger, the"Emerald Isle", 15 daysfromEnglandwithPrisonersfor V.D.L.3 In theEveningGot aSlant of
theN.E Trades.

24th Monday Fine. Good NE Trades: Heading well up. Miscellaneous.
25th Tuesday Fine. Good Breezelaying nearly North. Served Slop bills for the last time4.

  
1 Frolic, (16), Commander William A. Willis.

2 Now IslaFiscal, Latitude22°54'S, Longitude43°10'W, and connected to the land by acauseway.

3 Van Dieman’sLand.

4 Sergeant Cunningham’sslop bill hasbeen preserved with hispapers.
1 Wm. K. Cunningham

Subscription  0 10  0
Subscription  0  2  1
Slops 17 15  2
Tobacco  0  9  0

15 13  1
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26th ForePart of theday fine. Latter part Squally with light passingShowersof rain. PaintedLower decks

Messes. Seen thousands of Flying Fish.
27th Thursday Fine. Packed all theCaptns Birds for a full day. In theAfternoon Capn went onbd Erebus.
28th Friday Fine. Strongbreezeclosehauled. CaptainReturned. In thefirst watchheadedup toNbE,4K &

6.
29th Saturday Fine: goodNEbreeze. Whitewashed lower Deck: Miscellaneous. OneStrangeSail inSight.
30th Sunday Wind& weather theSameasyesterday. Musteredby DivisionsandPerformedDivineService.

OneStrangeSail in Sight.
31st Monday Fine. Goodbreeze: Averaging4½Knots. Tradesnot very favourable. In theeveningSighted

aSteam Vessel Standing to theWestward. "Shewas Steaming": Making agood deal of westing.
Augt 1843

1st Tuesday Inclined tobevariable: fell nearly acalmat night. In thefirst watchspringupmorefavourable.
2nd Wednesday  Wind favourable. Miscellaneous.
3rd Thursday Fine. Wind Light but favourable.
4th Friday Fine. TheSeamen Painted Lower deck. Surveying Warrant Stores.
5th Saturday TheSame.
6th Sunday Very fine. Musteredper OpenList1: breezeLight: fell nearly aCalm: lost theN.ETrades.Wind

Chopped round right aft but light.
7th Monday Finebut breezelight.
8th Tuesday Fine: breezelight.
9th Wednesday Tolerably fine: WindVariableandpuffy: Freshened in thefirst watchSomeof theheaviest

Lightening I ever Saw with Thunder & passing Showers of Rain. At Noon Flores Island dist 305 Miles.
10th Thursday At 1 AM two of theheaviest Claps of Thunder any onein theShip ever heard with Vivid

lightening & very heavy rain. Rain continued till 4 AM: Light winds & unfavourable.
11th Friday Light winds & unfavourable. Miscellaneous.
12th Saturday. FineLight windand layingour course. At noonFloresIslanddist about 200 Miles. Making

but littleprogress.
13th Sunday Mustered by Divisions & performed Divine Service. Wind Very Light & Variable: Light

passing Showers of rain.
14th Monday Very Fine. Light & Variablewinds. Making littleor Noprogress.Boat fromtheErebuscame

onboard in theevening.
15th Tuesday Very fine. Light & Variablewinds. Flores Island dist at noon about 135 Miles. Making a

tedious passage.

  
Money  1  7  4
River Pay 13  2  7
Advanced12  0  6
Dead Effects  0  1 10
Soap  1 7 4

 , £61  1  7
24 July 1843

 Thereverseof thisbill containsasum which wouldappear tobeacalculation of Sergeant Cunningham'spay for thevoyageuntil
1st September 1843. He joined on 15th June1839 and thesum shews

 52  2  2
16  52  2  2
31  52  2  2
31 11 2 10

 7)78(11 219  11  6
7 61 1 7
8 158  9 11
Clothing  9  

167  9 11
In hand 10  0

1 SeeAppendix 5.
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16th Wednesday FineLight & Variablewinds& occasionally Calm. Captain& someof theOfficersdined

onboard theErebus.
17th Thursday Very fine. Light & Variablewinds. Making littleprogress.SeenlargeSchool of porpoises&

many Dolphin. Picked a long Deal plank up completely covered with Barnacles.
18th Friday Fine. Wind light & Variable. At noon Flores Island1 dist 54 Miles.
19th Saturday Very fine. At noonmade"Corvo"2: lay to& Got Somevery finePotatoes&c. IntheMorning

exchanged Numbers with the"Apollo3". Shewent to windward of theIsland.
20th Sunday Fine. Tolerablebreeze. Mustered by Divisions & performed DivineService.
21st Monday Wind Variable: Passing Squalls. Two StrangeSail in Sight.
22nd Tuesday Rattling breezeall [day] and Night. Averaging 7½ Knots: heavy Sea.
23rd Wednesday At 4.AM Wind Suddenly chopped round and headed, became light & Variable with

passing Showers. At Noon St Agnes Light house4 dist 854 Miles.
Augt

24 - Thursday Slashing breezeright [aft]: averaging 7 Knots.
25th Friday Fine. Good breezeright aft averaging 6 Knots. Erebus Sounded in theAfternoon.
26th Saturday Squally withpassingShowers. Averaging5 Knots. At noonSt AgnesLight Housedist about

470 Miles. 2 StrangeSail in Sight.
27th Sunday Raining& blowinghardall day. ShortenedSail & reefed in theforenoon: HeavySeaon.Wind

right aft. Averaging 7 Knots.
At noon St Agnes Light House dist about 331 Miles. Moderated in theevening MadeSail.
28th Monday Thick weather with passing Showers: averaging 7 Knots. St Agnesat noon 168 Milesdist.

Soundings in 110 fms, at 1-30 PM. Passed aSchooner in theMorning.
29th Tuesday Fine. In theMorning watch wind fell light & variable. Continued all day. At noonSt Agnes

dist 115 Miles.
30th Wednesday Foggy thick Weather, with Light & Variablewinds. In theforenoon aScilly Pilot boat

camealongside. Hadafew Potatoesand fish todisposeof. ThePotatoes wereabout 1/7 per imperial Gallon.
At Noon St Agnes Light Housedist 21 Miles just Visible.

31st Thursday Thick foggy weather. Several Vessels inSight: windLight & variable. At NoonLizardNE
45 miles. Breezepartially favourable in theevening.

September 1843
1st Friday Very finewith occasional fogs.
In the forenoon Passed abreast of Plymouth dist about 20 miles. Heard a quantity of Great Guns fired.

Wind light & Variable: Making littleprogress. Many vessels in Sight.
2nd Saturday Very finelight breezeand favourable. In theforenoonSighted land, the(Start Point): running

along theland all theafternoon averaging 2 Knots.
At 6 PM CowsPilot boat boardedus: heardof Her Majesty'sgoing toPlymouthand it wastheCaledonia5

that weheardSaluting theRoyal Party yesterday. Heardof adisturbancein (OwldIreland).At NinePM wind
Chopped Suddenly round to theEastward.

3rd Sunday Particularly fine. Nicebreezeright aft: Studg Sailsboth Sides. Passed theBill of Portland6 in
theforenoon. Standingalong theLand. Passed theIsleof Wight in theevening.Standingfor the"Downs"1.At
 

1 PuntaDelgada, at thenorthern end of the island lies in Latitude39°31'N, Longitude31°12'W.

2 PuntaTorrais, thenorth west extremity, lies in Latitude39°43'N, Longitude31°07'W.

3 HMSApollo, (8), troop ship, Commander CharlesFredrick.

4 In theScilly Islands; Latotude49°53'N, Longitude6°21'W.

5 Caledonia (120), Captain Alexander Milne, flying theflagof Admiral Sir DavidMilne, GCB.,KSJ.,KWN.,Commander
in Chief at Devonport.

6 Latitude50°31'N, Longitude2°27'W.
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sunset 20 Sail in Sight. Mustered per Open List2 & Read theArticles of War3.

  
1 Latitude51°13'N, Longitude1°27'E.

2 SeeAppendix 5.

3 SeeAppendix 6.
Ross, Voyage, II. pp. 386–7. ‘Theshoresof OldEnglandcameintoview at 5h20m A.M. on the2ndof September, andwe

anchored off Folkstoneat midnight of the4th.
‘ I landed early thenext morning, and immediately proceeded to theAdmiralty...’
Ibid pp. 386–7. ‘Theshipsproceeded to Woolwich, where they weredismantled and paid off on the23rd of September;

having been in commission rather more than four yearsand fivemonths; and although they had gonethrough so much hard work,
wereassound and ready for further serviceason theday wesailed from England.’
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